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Starting over is always over- 
whelming. It took you four 
years of high school to form 
that tight knit group of friends, 
learn how to manipulate your 
teachers and generally how to 
rule the school. Nowsuddenly 
you find yourself at the bot- 
tom of the social hierarchy, 
without the comforts of home, 
and lacking the security of the 
familiar. 

We at the News-Letter are 
here to help. I know — it’s 
shocking. We have alittle bit of 
experience and a share of mis- 
takes that you can surely learn 
from. Some of us have already 
eaten that unidentifiable 
meatloaf from the dining hall 
and fallen victim to Hopkins’ 
“throats.” We, therefore, feel 
that it is our duty to help you 
avoidas many of those unfortu- 
nate and ackward moments — 
though we can’t guarantee that 
you can avoid them all — that 
. make up f freshman year. 
More than that, there is so 
_ muchat Hopkinsand in Balti- 
_ more that should be taken ad- 
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Heads up, 2009: 
Here’s to your 
next four years 


- vantage of during your time 





great job or exploring Mount 
Vernon. 

Instead of being terrified by 
your new beginning, realize 
that this is a chance to have a 
fresh start and try things you 
have neve done before. 

No two people have the 
same experience here at 
Hopkins, and it is really up to 
you to define your own expe- 
rience. Some of you willadopt 
a corner of D-level, sleep with 
your Orgo book by your side 
and secretly love every minute 
of it. Others might discover 
their inner politico while tak- 
ing a comparative politics 
course. And maybe even a 
couple of you out there will 
begin your path to Bob Wood- 
ward-like journalistic fame 
here at the Gatehouse. - 

By no means do we expect _ 
you to go try everything we © 
say. Rather, keep our infor- | 
mation in mindasyouattempt = 
to navigate through your new _ 
world this fall. Above all else, 
we want to welcome. you to : 
Hopkins, and we hopey youare 
excited for four of the best — 
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Freshman year: Profs, parties, beer 


By Patrice Hutton 


Welcome to your freshman year at 
Hopkins. To ensure a successful fresh- 
man year, a fewhints have been complied 
by a recent survivor of AMR II. 


Classes 

If you think that the breadth of your 
Hopkins education ends upon comple- 
tion of your departmental requirements, 
you will miss out on some of your most 
exciting educational opportunities. Pick 
out the freshman seminar with the quirki- 
est title and immerse yourself in a subject 
that you never imagined you would be 
studying. If your major is prone to large 
lecture classes, then make sure to fit in 
some smaller classes in which you work 
closely with the professor on a individu- 
alized research project. When youre fig- 
uring out your schedule for the semester, 
don’t hesitate to add or drop classes (but 
make sure to stay attentive to the dead- 
lines imposed by the registrar). 


Professors 

Before registering for a class, re- 
search the professor. Find out what 
books they’ve written and what area of 
scholarship they specialize in. Once 


you're taking the class, get to know 
your professor. They’ve set up office 
hours because they want you to visit. 


Parties 

“Work hard, party hard,” is a mantra 
well suited for the typical Hopkins stu- 
dent. Aslongas you watch for the quarter 
fliers that frat boys shove beneath the 
door of your dorm room, there’s no way 
youwill miss the “Dalipalooza” or “Pimps 
and Hoes” frat or house parties. 


Student Groups and Volunteer Op- 
portunities 

Ifyou support Israel, enjoy tutoring 
students, want to play rugby or would 
like to join the Greek scene, then check 
out the wide spectrum ofstudent groups 
available at Hopkins. If you’re inter- 
ested in volunteering, the Center for 
Social Concern can assist in matching 
you up with a program that will make 
use of your talents. Rush for Hopkins’s 
four sororities and eleven fraternities 
takes place in February. Auditions fora 
variety of a capella and other musical 
ensembles occur in the fall. 


Libraries 
Whether you are a pre-med or an 


English major, an integral part of the 
Hopkins experience involves becoming 
buddies with your textbooks in a cozy 
corner of thelibrary. Ifthelibrary’s2a.m. 
closing time is too early for your studying 
needs, trek across the quad to Gilman’s 
Hutzler Undergraduate Reading Room 
(Hut). 


Exploring Baltimore and Beyond 

Get to know Baltimore beyond your 
Homewood home. Immediately east of 
campus you'll run into the Charles Vil- 
lage area. Within walking distance to 
the northwest of campus you'll step 
back into Baltimore’s “Hon” culture of 
the 50s in Hampden — a neighbor- 
hood crammed with friendly thrift 
stores, boutiques, and cafes. 

A short walk or taxi ridé south from 
Mount Vernon and yowlll arrive in 
Baltimore’s recently revitalized Inner 
Harbor. From the Inner Harbor, both 
Little Italy and the Federal Hill bar scene 
are accessible. Across the harbor is Fell’s 
Point, awaterfrontcommunity thatswells 
with college students every Halloween. 


Baltimore as a “College Town” 
The Baltimore collegiate scene is 
clearly jealous of Boston, so they’ve 





Suite Living in Baltimore 
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dubbed themselves a “College Town’ 
and set up a shuttle route that trans- 
ports students between Hopkins, 
Goucher, Towson, MICA, Loyola, 
Penn Station and now even the Inner 
Harbor. Also, if there’s a class that 
you'd like to take but can’t find at 
Hopkins, check into the cross-regis- 
tration policies with these universi- 
ties. 


Hands-On Learning 

Did you know that your J-Card 
can get you more than a meal in Ter- 
race or access into the library? It'll 
also give you admission into local art 
museums: the Baltimore Museum of 
Art, the Walters Art Museum in 
Mount Vernon, and other Baltimore 
exhibits. 


People 

Fouryears of collegeand 4,000 peers. 
At what other point in your life are you 
going to besurrounded by sucha wealth 
of possibilities in friendship and knowl- 
edge? Take advantage of your sur- 
roundings and meet students in your 
dorm, in your classes, in the cafeteria 
and in the library. Get to know your 
fellow Blue Jays! 





4-Bedroom lofts © Starting @ $675 / roommate e 
Including: all utilities, broadband internet, basic cable and local phone 


Open House every Saturday from 11am - 4pm 
Off-Campus Housing « Reserve now for upcoming Semesters 





2807 Cresmont Ave « Baltimore, MD 21211! 
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WELCOME 


By Matt Diamond 


Hey kids. Welcome back to Hopkins. 
Formy firstarticle ofthe year, I usually try 
to provide incoming freshmen with a 
helpful guide to life at JHU. This year, 
however, the News-Letter neglected to 
tell me when my article was due until it 
was too late for me to write it. Asa result, 
I’ve been forced to ask President Brody to 
fill in for me this week. Who better to tell 
youwhat’s up than El Presidente himself? 
Enjoy. 


Dear Fresh-Meat Freshmen, 

Welcome to Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity! I’m William R. Brody, the presi- 
dent of this fine institution. Most people 
call me President Brody, though I have 
many other nicknames, such as: Will, 
Willy B., The Pres, The Brode, P. Briddy, 
and my personal favorite, Supreme 
Chancellor Brody. Take your pick, kids. 

I hope that the move-in experience 
was not too difficult, and that all of you 
are enjoying your new rooms. Here at 
Johns Hopkins, we’re dedicated to pro- 
viding quality student housing. All of our 
dorm buildings are very pleasant and 
comfortable... Though let’s face it, none 
ofthem areas comfortable and luxorious 





SPRING BREAKERS WANTED 


Book Early and Save 
Lowest Prices 
Free meals and parties BY 11/7 
Campus reps...Book 15=2 Free Trips 
EARN FREE TRAVEL AND CASH 


www.sunsplashtours.com 
1-800-426-7710 


as my 5,000 acre floating mansion/for- 
tress, with its walls of pure gold and floors 
of pristine marble. 

Doyouknowhowmanyslaves I have? 
I can’t even keep track of their names 
anymore. I usuallyjust callthem peon#1, 
peon #2, and so forth. Ithink some of our 
JHU professors have also adopted this 
system. Anyway, there are a few impor- 
tant things you need to know to have a 
quality Hopkins experience. 

First of all, ’'m sure quite a few of you 
applied as Biomedical Engineering ma- 
jors. That’s terrific! Just one piece of ad- 
vice: in the name of God, don’t do it. 
Seriously. Do you even know how that 
major started? Dean Bader and I made it 
up onenight asa complete joke. We were 
also kinda drunkatthe time. The conver- 
sation went something like this: 

Dean Bader: Dude, I can’t believe 
you just made me do a power hour. 

Me: Dude, I can’t believe your 
brother is Diedrich Bader. 

Dean Bader: Dude, I love you. 

Me: Dude, let’s make up a ridicu- 
lous major. Like right now. 

Dean Bader: Dude, that’s brilliant. 
Let's make it like, something really dif- 
ficult and annoying. 


One Fry Short: A message from 
our majestic leader, P. Briddy 


Me: What about like... Biomedical 
Engineering. It could be like. .. biomedi- 
cal stuff... PLUS ENGINEERING. 

Dean Bader: Dude, nobody would 
take that, that’s like... that’s like dumb. 

Me: You’re dumb, dummy. 

Dean Bader: Tee hee! 

So yeah, that was a big mistake. I 
think that was the same night we hired 
Sodexho to run the food services. I also 
woke up the next morning with a big 
tattoo of Milton S. Eisenhower across 
my chest. 

Hey, do you guys want to know 
something weird? I’m totally not wear- 
ing any clothes right now! And you had 
no idea, since you can’t see me typing 
this! Note to self: do more things na- 
ked. Anyway, where was I? Oh yes, im- 
portant things you need to know. Let’s 
see... I make more money than all of 
your parents combined. How about 
that? It’s important because it allows 
me to buy dozens ofindestructiblekiller 





robots, which come in handy when I 
need someone to teach class sections, 
What, you thought TA stood for 
Teacher’s Assistant? More like Tita- 
nium Alloy, you suckas! 

Having a lot of money is also useful 
when I want to ride around in a giant 
hotair balloon and drop sacks of: money 
on unsuspecting pedestrians. Some of 
my friends tell me that this is “wrong,” 
but they’re imaginary so I don’t listen 
tothem anyway. Okay, all thistalkabout 
money is really putting me in the mood 
for a caviar bath, so I think ’'m gonna 
get going. Have fun at Hopkins, aiid 
remember: nobody knows how to get 
down better than P. Briddy. 


Dropping It As If It Were Heated, 
President William R. Brody 


Matt Diamond has more street cred 
than 50 Cent and can be contacted at 
mdiamond@jhu.edu. 








OVERSTOCK OUTLET SAYS: 
“FURNISH YOUR APARTMENT 
FOR LESS THAN YOU PAY FOR 

YOUR BOOKS.” EVERYTHING 

UNDER $99: DESKS, CHAIRS, 

ARMOIRES, TV’S AND MORE. 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE. 10% 

DISCOUNT FOR STUDENTS. 

2811 SISSON STREET, BALTI- 

MORE 410.235.2000 

REAL TIME INVENTORY ON 

OUR WEBSITE www.OOutlet.com 











** #1 Spring Break Website! 


Low prices guaranteed. Free 
Meals & Free Drinks. Book 11 
people, get 12th trip free! Group 
discounts for 6 — 
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.com 
or www.LeisureTours.com or 
800-838-8202. 


Seeking an Egg Donor 


Help infertile couples experience 
the joys of parenthood. 
Compensation begins at $5,000 
Contact Liz: eggdonor@givf.com 
(703) 698-3909 








HELP WANTED: 


** Guerilla Marketing/Promoters 


needed! 

Leisure Tours needs students to 
promote our Spring Break travel 
packages on campus and with local 
vendors. Excellent Pay! 
800-838-8202 








Spring Break 2006 with Student 
Travel Services to Jamaica, 
Mexico, Bahamas and Florida. 
Are you connected? Sell Trips, 
Earn Cash & Travel Free! Call for 
group discounts. 
Info/Reservations 800-648-4849 
www.ststravel.com. 
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Cheer up frosh, it won't be so bad! 


By Jason Farber 


I’m part of a disturbingly small mi- 
nority at Hopkins in that I love this 
school and have absolutely no regrets 
about choosing it to be my home for 
four years. 

I’m not sure why I have been: so 
lucky while other people have not. 
Maybe it’s because I’m an English ma- 
jor, which, according to every pre-med 
or engineer I’ve ever talked to, means 
that I don’t have homework. Maybeit’s 
because I’ve always been an optimist. 
Maybe it’s because I’ve always kind of 
had a thing for red bricks. 

But after three years at Hopkins, I can 
confidently say that if there’s anything 
more prevalent on this campus than the 
bricks, it’s the negativity, cynicism and 
oftentimes the deep, abiding hatred that 
so many students reserve for their school, 
their surroundings and their peers. 

The Hopkins attitude seems to be 
passed down from year to yearlikesome 
sort ofschool tradition. During my first 
week as a freshmen at Hopkins, I sat 
with an auditorium full of other stu- 
dents — all wide-eyed like me, prob- 
ably representing every state on the map 
and every area of study that the school 
had to offer — packed into Shriver Hall. 
Wewere watching the Buttered Niblets 
improv comedy group perform be- 
tween acts at the Orientation Show. 

In one of their routines, several 
Niblets wandered through the crowd 
with wireless microphones, picking out 
random freshmen and asking them 
their major and home state. 

“Oh, a pre-med?” the Niblet would 
respond, no matter what major the 
freshman had given. “From New Jer- 
sey? What are the odds.” 

One by one, they polled freshmen, 
and somehow, believe it or not, they 
were all pre-meds from New Jersey: 

“Boston.” 

“Boston, New Jersey? Nice town.” 

“International studies.” 

“Oh, so you must be going to med 
school.” And so on. 

Butitwasamazing! Magically, through 
their joke, our entire class transformed 
into pre-meds from New Jersey. The ste- 
reotypes had been fulfilled; the cursehad 
survived to haunt us for another year. 

As my first semester progressed, I 
couldn’t help but think back to that But- 
tered Niblets routine every time I wit- 
nessed another self-fulfilling prophecy 
(“Go out ona Thursday? I can’t ... Wego 
to Hopkins!”). It was as if the name 
Hopkinshadceasedtorepresentaschool, 
but had become a current, pulling every- 
onetowardtheirineluctable, melancholic 
fate. Some peopleseemed likeracehorses, 
peripherally blind, focused on nothing 
but the finish line. 

Yet what has impressed me the most 
is the amount of things that Hopkins 
students are willing to cement as fact 
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President Brody addresses the freshman class at the 2005 Convocation. 


merely because it’s what they’ve been 
told. Baltimore is dangerous; you 
should stay on campus. All the girls 
here are ugly. The cafeteria food is in- 
edible. The workload is unbearable. 
I’m not saying that there isn’t an ele- 
ment oftruthin some of those statements 


(especially the one about the food), but 
what really amazes me is how they be- 
come gospel to freshmen from the mo- 
ment they arrive here. Does it not seem 
odd that at the oldest research university 
in the country — an institution dedi- 
cated to challenging what we believe and 





widening the scope of what we know — 
such a large portion of the student body 
bases what they believe and the way they 
act on little more than hearsay and gener- 
alizations? 

I realize that it might be too late for 
the returning students who have just 
arrived to start another inevitably dull 
year, so I'd like to direct the following 
advice to the class of 2009: give Hopkins 
a chance. Forget about everything 
you ve heard or read about the school, 
and try nottolisten to everything you re 
told. Remember that you mustbe pretty 
damn smart to have gotten in here, and 
that you’re capable of coming up with 
your own opinions on the school. 

Otherwise, your fate is sealed, and 
you Iljust be another soldier in the army 
of people who believe that Hopkins is 
really a place where fun comes to die, 
where you show up, hold your breath, 
close your eyes and don’t open them 
until you re safely in med school. Enjoy 
your next four years. 





Uncovering the legend of 
the man that began it all 


By Joseph Ho 


Commonly mistaken as “John 
Hopkins,” “John Hopkin” or anything 
else but “Johns Hopkins,” the univer- 
sity received its name from the promi- 
nent American businessman Johns 
Hopkins. But why the extra “s”? Johns 
Hopkins’ first name was really a last 
name. Great grandson of Margaret 
Johns (owner of a 4,000-acre estate in 
Calvern County, Md.) and Gerard 
Hopkins, he was named after his grand- 
father, the first of the family. 

Bornin 1795 onhis family’s tobacco 
plantation in Southern Maryland, 
Hopkins was raised in a devout Quaker 
family. When his formal education 
ended in 1807, his parents decided to 
free their slaves based on religious con- 
victions. Hopkins andhis brothers were 
then put to work in the fields. 

Hopkins showed a strong interest 
in mercantile life in his teenage years. 
At the age of 17, Hopkins left home for 
Baltimore where his uncle, Gerard T. 
Hopkins, owned a wholesale grocery. 
He finally established his own mercan- 
tile house at the age of 24. 

Hopkins’ business prospered for the 
next 25 years, and he was elected as 
president of the Merchant’s Bank of 
Baltimore. In 1847, he became the di- 
rector of the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road, the nation’s first major railroad, 
ofwhich he already heldalarge amount 


of its stock. He was soon appointed as 
the chairman of the finance committee 
of the company in 1855. 

Hopkins contributed much to the 
city of Baltimore in the interest of 
humanity and 


would assist him in establishing the 
enterprises. Designed by Hopkins, the 
university was to offer free scholar- 
ships for poor and deserving students 
from Maryland and Virginia. 

With no spouse 





education. 
Possibly influ- 
enced by his 
friend George 
Peabody — a 
philanthropist 
who founded 
the Peabody 
Institute in 
Baltimore in 
1857 == 





and no heirs, 
Hopkins left $7 mil- 
lion to be divided 
equally between the 
university and the 
hospital upon his 
death in 1873. At 
that time it was the 
largest _philan- 
thropic bequeath- 
ment in the history 


Hopkins ar- of America. 

ranged for the When the Johns 
incorporation COURTESY OF HTTP:/WWW.JHU.EDU Hopkins Univer- 
of the Johns Johns Hopkins, a prominent hu- _ Sity finally opened 


Hopkins Uni- 
versity and the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in 1867. 
The hospital was to be built on the 
site of the old Maryland Hospital in 
East Baltimore, enough to hold 400 
patients. Hopkins had in mind that 
the hospital be part of the medical 
school of the university. Thus, one of 
the features of the hospital was the 
establishment ofa training school for 
nurses, the first among all institu- 
tions in the country. In addition, he 
set aside $100,000 per annum for a 
12-member board of trustees that 


manitarian, founded the University. 


on February 22, 
1876, its first presi- 
dent, Daniel Coit Gilman, vowed to 
establish an institute for “the encour- 
agement of research ... and the ad- 
vancement of individual scholars, 
who by their excellence will advance 
the sciences they pursue, and the so- 
ciety where they dwell.” The school 
became focused on advancing stu- 
dents education and society’s educa- 
tion. Higher learning in Americasoon 
followed the vision of Gilman and 
revolutionized into the research uni- 
versity system we have today. 
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Freshmen, do not leave Hopkins 
without trying th 
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Students enjoy Beer Garden, anot-to-be-missed gathering during Spring Fair. 


By William Parshalk 


Visit the Baltimore Museum of Art 

The Baltimore Museum of Art of- 
fers one of the finest collections in Bal- 
timore, and offers free admission to 
JHU students. The exhibits are gener- 
ally fantastic, and can vary from an ex- 
hibit showcasing the classical works of 
Toulouse-Lautrec one month to an ex- 
hibit featuring only slides as a medium 
another month. In addition, the gift 
shop has enough neat gifts and books 
to make the BMA a required stop at 
least once before graduating. 


Enjoy a capella, Hopkins-style 

Some may say Hopkins has too many 
a capella groups for its own good, but 
that just means you have no good rea- 
son to not attend an acapella concert at 
least once. You may end up being one 
of the unlucky few who has to sit 
perched on the steps of Schafler audi- 
torium with your knees jabbing into 
your chest throughout the show, but 
thereis so much talenthere it'll be worth 
the discomfort. 


Support Student Theater 
Throughout each school year you'll 
noticethatatleast one groupis puttingon 
a theatrical performance on any given 
weekend. Whether it is Witness Theater, 
Barnstormers, the Buttered Niblets orone 
of the other numerous student groups, 
they all boast a considerable amount of 
talent. These students usually find the 
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time to pour their hearts into their work, 
so you should find the time to check out 
a show. 


Pull an all-nighter in the HUT 

You can’t say you’ve had the true 
Hopkins experience until you’ve pulled an 
all-nighter — and what better place to pull 
an all-nighter than at the Hut? True, our 
beloved 24-hour library often harbors in- 
tensehumidityandblaring cooling fans, but 
those are some of the aspects that make the 
HUT the unique placeitis. One nightin this 
pit and you'll walk out a new person, in 
desperate need of a shower and ready to 
tackle the academic obstacles that face you. 


Go to a lacrosse game 

Generally when people find out 
you go to Hopkins, they will ask you 
two things: Are you pre-med? And is 
the lacrosse team really as good as 
legend suggests? Now, you may not 
be pre-med, and you may never find 
out what the pre-med experience is 
like, but at least you have the oppor- 
tunity to tell them that, rest assured, 
our lacrosse teams kicks ass. If you 
don’t go to at least one lacrosse game 
your entire time here at Hopkins then 
you probably shouldn’t even bother 
telling people you ever went to 
Hopkins at all. 


Discover the Beer Garden 

Chances are you will be here for four 
years, like the majority of students. This 
means you have four years to attempt to 


weasel your way into the Beer Garden, 
the coveted hotspot of the Spring Fair 
weekend. Whether you decide to stick by 
therulesandtryto getinafter your twenty- 
first birthday is up to you. 


Attend a Peabody concert 

Just a shuttle away, our fellow stu- 
dents at Peabody may shock you with 
just how talented they are. Student per- 
formances occur pretty regularly, and 
itis definitely worth your time to check 
one out. Peabody is home to all kinds of 
musicians, ranging from classical to jazz 
and even including computer-based 
musicians. There’s a good chance 
there’ll bea performance sooner or later 
that really captivates you. 


Study abroad 

There probably won’t be many other 
times in your life when you will be pro- 
vided the opportunity to go to some far- 
off land, experience a totally different 
perspective on life and culture and be 
surrounded by your peers during the 
whole ordeal. Take advantage of the end- 
less possibilities offered by studying 
abroad while you can. Play the cards just 
right and you may even be able to get 
financial aid for the whole thing. 


Spend intersession at JHU 

A variety of classes are held during 
Intersession and a good chunk of them 
differ from your typical academic class. 
Intersession classes in the past have re- 
volved around programming in Linux, 
learning how to properly use micro- 
phones and wine-tasting, among other 
subjects. Intersession usually offers the 
advantage of smaller classes, a possible 
leg-up on credits, and a nice and quiet 


campus for reflecting on the previous 
year. 
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Utilize the Mattin Center 

The Mattin Center has so much to 
offer, it'd bea crime to not take advan- 
tage of it while you can. The Mattin 
Center not only houses art studios, a 
darkroom, practice space for danceand 
music, Swirnow Theater and the deli- 
cious Silk Road, but it’s also the loca- 
tion of the Digital Media Center. Within 
the DMC there are numerousitems free 
to check out, including digital cameras, 
video cameras, and sound recorders, 


Truly spend a day at the beach 

Manystudents get the idearightaway, 
but for too many students the beach is 
just another location you pass on your 
way to thelibrary. Ifyou’re notthe typeto 
just loaf there all day at least once, thenat 
least scope out the beach when there is 
more than just loafing going on, suchas 
the APTT relaxation fair. 


Sculpt your body 

Most adults are always paying end- 
less amounts of money for gym mem- 
bership fees, weights, and various 
home exercise equipment, but we 
have the advantage of a massive ath- 
letic center that offers all that and 
more for free. . 

The AC has a rock-climbing wall, 
a large basketball court, a pool, arun- 
ning track, a weight room, and lots of 
other equipment and facilities at your 
disposal, so be sure to hit the gym up. 


Attend a frat party 

Once you’ve attended morethan one 
frat party you may realize that all par- 
ties are pretty much the same routine of 
Beirut and being cramped against awall 
of bodies, but college wouldn’t be col- 
lege without this staple of student so- 
cial life. 
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“Hopkins is like a cemetery: | 
have 1,000 people under me 
and none of them listen.” 
— University President William 








Surviving 


By Melissa Artnak 


By now, all your boxes and suitcases 
have been emptied by Momand Dad in 
a whirlwind of unpacking, you’ve ex- 
changed overly enthusiastic introduc- 
tions with your roommate and 
hallmates and you’ve broken in your 
shower shoes. Before you get too 
comfy in that butterfly chair, check 
out News-Letter’s brief tutorial for all 
things dorm. 

Let’s start things off with an intro- 
duction to the different freshman hous- 
ing options, from a girl who has at 
some point lived in four of the eight 
available venues of university-owned 
housing. Sure, you’re already stuck 
in your AMR double now, but it 
doesn’t hurt to know how your new 
home stacks up in comparison to the 
other options. 


AMRs (I and II) 

The roomsare small and youhave to 
share a bathroom with everyone else 
on your floor. Sure, this takes some 
getting used to, but it is the epitome of 
the elusive real college experience at 
Hopkins, so enjoy trudging down the 
hallways in that terrycloth robe and the 
lack of closet space while you still can. 
Though you've heard it a thousand 
times, I’ll repeat it once more: the best 
thing about the AMRs is that they are 
the notoriously social dorms. For a 
while, most people willleave their doors 
propped open and will exchange en- 
thusiastic introductions excessively. 
Until autumn rolls around, the most 
obvious downside of these uber-social 
dorms is the heat. Invest in a really 
good fan — not only will you be able to 
fall asleep at night, but your popularity 
will rise, as a cool climate attracts more 


visitors. 


Buildings A and B 

These suite-style dorms don’t force 
socialization quite as intensely as the 
AMRs, but their residents still form 
bonds. It might take more effort to ini- 
tially meet all your neighbors, but it will 
not be a difficult feat at all. The rooms 
here are nicer, and you share a bath- 
room with only three people, so that’s 
an obvious plus. On the downside, hav- 
ing three roommates means that odds 
are at least one of them is, well, odd. 


This could lead to conflict or at least 
worn-down nerves in the future. But, 
on the other hand, plenty of A/B resi- 
dents are still best friends with their old 
freshman year suities for the next three 
years. It’s all luck of the draw. Another 
downside is more opportunity for con- 
flict with your roommates — weird or 
not — since you have to share bath- 
room cleaning duties and other do- 


AMR residents, you have air condi- 
tioning. And you have really nice 
lounges, which are great to use if your 
roommate goes to bed early. Don’t 
waste time feeling jealous of your 
friends from other dorms who are 
one step away from singing Kumbaya 
with their dormmates because, ac- 
commodations-wise, you have it 
made. 
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Freshmen Lillie Rosen and Jenna Mordy unpack in their AMR II dorm room. 


mestic activities. 


Wolman and McCoy 

Welcome to the land of the sopho- 
mores, It’s almost guaranteed that 
you aren’t going to have that hall ca- 
maraderie of your AMR (and Build- 
ings A and B) friends, since sopho- 
mores really don’t care about that 
any longer. Never fear, just get a few 
“ins” with AMR kids, and you'll have 
it all — hypersocial environment 
when you feel like it, climate control 
all the time and proximity to the bet- 
ter of the dining halls. It might take a 
few extra minutes to walk to class in 
the mornings, but, again, unlike those 


And now, here’s a few things to ex- 
pect while living in the dorm environ- 
ment, aside from the obvious eventual 
rodent problems and having either an 
annoying or ambivalent RA. 


1. At first, everything is a bonding 
experience. Cheesy? Yes. It’s surpris- 
ing how everything from doing laun- 
dry to the first occurrence of severe 
weather ends up bringing on the warm 
fuzzies with your new friends. 

2. Until everyone branches out and 
finds his or her niche, you and your 
hallmates will be around each other. A 
lot. You'll trek to Terrace in huge 
groups, sit together in study rooms at 


cooties and all 













MSE and hit the meager Homewood 
nightlife in massive hoards. Not only 
does this make upperclassmen roll their 
eyes, but it also intensifies dorm-based 
friendships (and relationships), which 
makes for more drama than a slow epi- 
sode of The Real World. 

3. Everyone will know your busi- 
ness. When you’ reall in such close prox- 
imity, people are bound to pick up on 
your secrets, even if you try your hard- 
est to maintain a shred of privacy. Nosy 
neighbors are as bad as the paparazzi 
— they’llalways notice whom you bring 
into your room, and the walls are thin 
enough that moderately loud conver- 
sations (or anything else) can be easily 
heard. 

4. At the very minimum, three 
couples will surface within your hall 
during the first few months. Some are 
genuine relationships, while others are 
matters of convenience. It’s up to you 
(and the attractiveness of your neigh- 
bors) to decide whether or not to par- 
take in the hallcest. 

5. There’s always someone around 
who can help you with random prob- 
lems. From that computer nerd down 
the hall who can save your beloved 
laptop from a virus to the girl with a 
DVD collection that rivals that of 
Blockbuster, if you need something, 
you can find it within a five-room 
radius. 

6. It’s really hard to study in your 
room. But thanks to the glorious pass/ 
fail, that doesn’t matter yet. Just keep 
this in mind when second semester 
commences. 

7. Even if you did a little jig when 
Momand Dadblewkisses as they drove 
away from Hopkins, you'll get home- 
sick occasionally. For the most part, if 
you call home and flip through your 
yearbook, these feelings will pass. Ifthey 
don’t, talk to your RA or take a trip to 
the Counseling Center, where you can 
find help. 

8. Due to some strange phenom- 
enon that causes time to pass by at a 
surreal speed, freshman year will feel as 
though it happened in a week. Despite 
the complaint-worthy aspects of living 
in university-owned housing, enjoy the 
fact that you don’t need to calla shuttle 
to visit your friends’ places after dusk 
and that you never have to keep track of 
when the rent is due. 
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By Zach Goodman 


Yes! You made it: you're in college. 
As you might have guessed, the hard 
part is over. Now sit back in your new 
dorm room, putyour hands behind your 
head and watch all the hard work from 
your four grueling years of high school 
pay off! 

Of course, you also have to finalize 
your schedule, take your classes, make 
friends, sign up for clubs, learn how 
your meal plan works, get a job and do 
about 300 pages of reading a night. Oh, 
and your name is J. Wadsworth 
Billingsby, III, of Lake Forest, Ill, and 
you will be spending the next year living 
in a 10x10 box with Tariq bin 
Mohammed of Pakistan. 

Okay, so college will have its tricky 
parts, but having a roommate doesn’t 
have to be one of them. If you just follow 
afewsimplerules, you’llhave no trouble 
getting along with Wadsworth, Tariq, 
Shlomo, Deepak, Pete, Ndugu or Killbot 
X14-J. 


Communication 

First and foremost, you have to have 
an open line of communication. You'll 
never be able to get on the same page if 
you never open the book. Talk to each 
other. No two people are going to view 
their living space the same way, so 
you re going to need to talk in order to 
reconcile those differences. Do you 
see your room as a place to study? To 
party? To sleep? To stay up late? To 
listen to loud music? To sit quietly and 
wait for the warmth of death to take 
you from this earthly hell? In order to 
create your ideal dorm space, you need 
figure out which of your goals mesh 
with your roommate’s and which 
don’t. 

Moreover, ifyouhavea problem with 
one or more of your roommates’ ac- 
tions, the worst thing to do is not to 
mention it to him. Ifhe has a nasty habit 
of, say, watching loud pornography 
while your parents are visiting and you 
don’t mention that that bothers you, he 
willlikely continue doing it and you will 
likely continue being bothered. Your 
roommate cannot read your mind. If 
you don’t tell him what’s wrong, he’ll 
never know and never fix it. 


Concessions 

If you want to listen to your music 
loud once in a while (even if your 
roommate hates your music), you 
should be able to do so. If your room- 
mate wants to walk ona floor that isn’t 
a minefield of dirty clothes and old 
pizza boxes (even if you love those 
pizza boxes), he should be able to do 
so. Make concessions to one another. 
The room can get cleaned twice a 
month, and youcan listen to Foreigner 
as loud as you want for an hour a day, 


The 6 laws of 








you jukebox hero, you. 

The best way to make concessions 
to one another is to each beas nice as 
you possibly can to the other person 
and, more importantly, don’t keep 
score. Keeping an elaborate mental 
record of everything you’ve ever 
done for your roommate so you can 
cash in your niceness points later 
will only start fights about who owes 
what to whom. Just follow the Golden 
Rule and treat him how you want to 
be treated. 


No Surprises 

If you’re worried that your plan to 
have your out-of-state girlfriend sleep 
over for a week will upset your room- 
mate, you'd better check with him first. 
Some unpleasant surprises will be un- 
avoidable, such as having to pull an 


all-nighter in your room when you 
find out that you have a 20-page re- 
search paper that you never knew 
about due tomorrow. But the general 
rule should be to alert your roommate 
of everything that will affect him as 
soon as you know about it. 


Don’t be a Jerk 

If your roommate has a lot of work 
to do and requests that you stop prac- 
ticing that song you wrote on the gui- 
tar, just stop. Your song is terrible, 


anyway. 


Adapt 

Everything that you plan and every 
rulethat youlay out will be invalidated at 
one point or another. You have to be 
ready to adapt. Maybe the hours that 
you're forced to keep are not the ones 








youideally envisioned. Maybeyourroom- 
mate who wanted to do nothing more 
than sleep and study will find a girlfriend 
and want time alone in the room. Deal 
with each other. Figure out each situation 
one at a time and things will work out. 


If Things Don’t Work Out... 

Talk to your RA. Your RA is right 
there to help you settle differences that 
you can’t seem to work through on your 
own. Or, ifyou think you'll never beable 
to deal with your white supremacist 
roommate’s hate meetings, you can talk 
to you RA about changing rooms alto- 
gether. 

The moral of the story then is this: 
don’t practice your hate speech when 
your roommateisin theroom. Youknow 
what I’m talking about, Wadsworth. 
Knock it off. 


Sodexho dining: A guide 
to saving your stomach 


By Sammy Rose Saltzman 


Welcome to Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. Known forits med school, gor- 
geous campus andstellar lacrosse team. 
Not so much the food. 

It’s not that the fare is awful, though 
it was ranked eleventh on Princeton 
Review’s “Is it Food?” list. It’s really a 
two-fold problem. First, it’s hard to get 
used to eating anything that mom 
didn’t make with special love and care. 
Second, with almost no time to walk 
from Bloomberg to Hodson, when 
does a Hopkins student have time to 
eat? To answer this problem I have 
compiled a little survival guide to en- 
sure that you get three square meals a 
day. 

In the morning, options are slightly 
limited, yet there’s usually enough to get 
youup and ready for that 9 a.m. class. At 
Terrace Court Café you can get a decent 
breakfast, consisting of eggs, pancakes, 
bacon, bagels, muffinsand cereal. There’s 
also the Kosher Kornerin Terrace, where 
youcan get Kosher mealsifyou’ve signed 
up for that meal plan. Faster breakfast 
options, like a muffin and coffee to go, 
are available with points at Jazzman’s in 
Levering Hall or at Cafe Q in the library. 

That should hold you until lunch 
when you have more options. Terrace 
is always a good choice, but for some- 
thing a little different, Cafe Q serves 
sushi, salads and sandwiches for a 
lunch on the go. Across the street in 
Wolman Hall is the other large dining 
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Students brave the not-so-classy Sodexho food at the Wolman dining hall. 


hallon campus, serving almost the exact 
same menu as Terrace, but with a sand- 
wich barandaslightly better salad bar. If 
you re in a hurry but still want to use a 
block, youcan pick up a bagged lunch at 
either Wolman or Terrace. 

Probably the most popular lunch- 
time dining facility is Levering Food 
Court. Much like a mall food court 
there are four different vendors. 
There’s also Pete’s Arena, serving 
pizza, salads and other Italian dishes 
Sky Ranch Grillis the place forburgers, 
grilled sandwiches and fries. 
SubConnection provides all sorts of 
subs and soups. At Salsa Rico, which 
can be distinguished by it long lines 
youcan pick upa burrito or quesadilla, 

‘Also open at lunchtime is the Grill at 
Megabytes, which makes enough greas 
food to satisfy every freshman’s detifes 
Megabytes also sells grocery items if 
you'd prefer to make your own food, or 


bring a snack back to yourroom. 

Another good lunch place is Silk 
Road, which makesall sortsoftasty Asian 
specialties. 

Dinner optionsaremorelimited. You 
have your trusty standbys, Terrace am 
Wolman. Both dininghallshave recently 
added a “healthy” section to their men 
providing meatless meals for you JHt 
vegetarians. The Grill at Megabytes § 
still open for dinner as well and is ope? 
later than the dining halls. 

Then there’s the staple in every college 
student’s life: the late night snack. These 
can be found at the Depot, a mini Meg 
bytes located in Wolman and Megaby'® 

So there you have it: the eating oo 
tions for a Hopkins student. All uy if 
left to say are a few words of warning: : 
tempting to have pizza or burgers aay 
even four times a day. The freshma 
fifteen happens. It happens because © 
Mega-sized MegaWraps. 
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Getting around was never so easy 


By Joseph Ho 


Finding transportation in Baltimore 
isnot challenging; rather, getting around 
without getting killed is the real art. 

Alright, that was a joke. I don’t want 
to be blamed for the large number of 
transfers next year. But really, there are 
numerous easy ways for you to travel 
around the city. 

Thereareseveral shuttlebusesoncam- 
pus that take you to different parts of 
Baltimore. Throughout the week, the 
Collegetown shuttle runs regularly be- 
tween Towson Center (a shopping mall 
you'll learn to love) and Hopkins. It also 
stops at Loyola College, College of Notre 
Dame, Goucher College and MICA. It’s 
particularly convenient for those who 
cross-register at the other universities. 

On Fridays and Saturdays, the shuttle 
runsto Inner Harboras well. Thereisalso 
another route that goes to Arundel Mills 
but that does not stop by Hopkins. Grab 
a shuttle schedule from the Security Of- 
fice behind Shriver Hallandhop onto the 
bus in front of the MSE Library. 

Another popular shuttle runs from 
the Homewood Campus to the Medi- 
cal Campus ‘in Eastern Baltimore. You 
can get offat Penn Station and Peabody 
Institute in Mount Vernon along the 






\ 


WHERE PRESIDENT STREET MEETS ALICEANNA STREET. 


way. Many students who do research at 
the former or take music lessons at the 
latter rely on the shuttle heavily. It’s 
also another easy way to reach Inner 
Harbor (in daytime), as it is only a 15- 
20 minute walk from Mount Vernon 
along Charles Street. The shuttles wait 
in front of the Security Office. 

Though not quite a shuttle service, 
the security escort vans are frequently 
used by students, especially after dark. 
In the evening, the vans run a regular 
route from the Homewood campus to 
The Rotunda and Superfresh. 

After certain hours, the security es- 
cort vans are on-call for students who 
wish to go anywhere within a one-mile 
radius of the campus. The service ensures 
your safety while traveling in the night, 
and drivers arehappy to take you grocery 
shopping, tovisitthe Korean restaurants, 
or to go to a party at a frat house. 

The MTA buses are also convenient 
and run around the city ata one-way fare 
of $2.60. Typically, bus number 11 has a 
route between Towson area (not Towson 
Center) and the Inner Harbor, stopping 
by popular locations suchas Charles The- 
ater and Penn Station. You can catch the 
bus on St. Paul Street just behind the 
Homewood Building when your sched- 
ule falls between the shuttle hours. 


THE PROMENADE AT HARBOR EAST 


Here you'll discover a completely new outlook on life 


in Baltimore. Harbor East. Dining. Shopping. Hotels 


and Residences. All within a moment's walk of one 


another. Vibrant. Alive with activity. It’s the city as 


you've always dreamed it should be. 


THE BALTIMORE EXCHANGE CO. 
BALTIMORE MARRIOTT WATERFRONT 


CINGULAR WIRELESS 

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT 

FLEMINGS PRIME STEAKHOUSE & WINE BAR 
FOUR SEASONS HOTELS AND RESORTS* 
FOUR SEASONS RESIDENCES* 

GAINES MCHALE ANTIQUES & HOME* 


HARBOR CLEANERS 

THE HARBOR BANK OF MARYLAND 
JAMES JOYCE IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT 
KOSMOS LOUNGE 


SOUTH MOON UNDER* 


WATERFRONT DEL! 
WHOLE FOODS MARKET 
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The Collegetown shuttle provides a free shuttle for students to the Towson mall. 


Two other types of public transport 
that you will find useful are the Light Rail 
and the Metro. Although they do not stop 
bythe Homewood campus, their stations 
can be found in numerous locations in 
the city. These trains are very good ways 
to explore Baltimore since they take you 
to points of interests such as Lexington 
Market and Camden Yards. 


BIN 604 
CHARLESTON 
CHIU'S SUSHI! 


GRILLE 700 


PAZO 


RIGANO'S 
ROY'S 


SPA SANTE* 
SPINNAKER BAY 
TACO FIESTA 
VICTOR'S CAFE 


{[ coming soon") 


If you’re looking to do something 
off the public and school run transpor- 
tation routes, a cab is always the best 
choice if you don’t havea car. Whether 
you would like to go to Little Italy fora 
nice meal or the Inner Harbor after 
shuttle hours, it can be a good deal if 
youtravel with a few friends, each chip- 
ping in just a few bucks. 





ARAN 


~ 
aN 





[i eel Terr TUR eNMGReRESHCNuNNRR 








4411 SAdINWS 


rn 
= 
inal 

































CAMPUS LIFE 





By Nina Keyvan 


Whether itis jogging, mild aerobics, 
pushups or a pickup basketball game, 
physical exercise is a very effective way 
to stimulate both mind and body and 
to improve your ability to think and 
concentrate. Andlet’sjustgetit straight 
— dragging yourself out of bed is not 
considered a workout. 

Collectively, college students tend to 
be an exercise-conscious group, but it’s 
easy to let workouts go by the wayside 
when life gets busy. A surprising number 
of students can get out of the habit of 
regular exercise because they’re spend- 
ing so much time prepping for exams. 
However, it is a medical fact that seden- 
tary people get less oxygen to the blood 
and hence to the head than active people. 
You can live fine with a little less oxygen; 
you just can’t think as well. 

The Ralph S. O’Connor Recreation 
Center offers students, faculty and staff 
numerous opportunities to enhance or 
maintain their current fitness level. The 
Student Recreation Center opened its 
doors in January of 2002. Approxi- 
mately $14.3 million was raised to con- 
struct the O’Connor Center. Itadjoined 
the Newton H. White Athletic Center, 
which opened in 1964. Since that time, 
the Rec. Center has enjoyed tremen- 
dous popularity among students, while 
‘varsity athletes generally make more 


use of the White Center. Director of 
Recreation and Facilities Bill Harrington 
estimates that over 1,000 students make 
use of the Rec. Center on a daily basis. 

Various activities have been de- 
signed andare offered to meet the needs 
of its members. These programs in- 
clude recreation, voluntary non-credit 
physical education, intramural sports, 
club sports and intercollegiate athletics. 

The three-level Rec. Center offers a 
variety of weight and cardio equipment, 
an indoor track; an 18,000 square foot, 
four-court gym, a swimming pool, a 30- 
foot climbing wall, a number of racquet- 
ball/squash courts, asmall classroomand 
an upper-level multi-purposeroom, and 
a number of activities. 

Students can take advantage of fit- 
ness classes that range from aerobics 
to Pilates to kickboxing. A class pass 
costs $40 per semester and allows stu- 
dents to attend as many different fit- 
ness classes as they choose to. 

The facility offers a variety of instruc- 
tional programs during the academic 
year. The Rec. Center has newly intro- 
duced the Aquatics Training School for 
those who are interested in becoming 
lifeguards or pool operators. Other in- 
structional programs that are available 
throughout the year include CPR and 
first aid offered through the American 
Red Cross, as well as personal training 
classes. 





Stay in shape at the Rec. Center: 
Your free gateway to sweat 
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Visit the Recreation Center for your daily dose of endorphins and exercise. 


During certain hours, a certified per- 
sonal trainer even gives free advice dur- 
ing one-hour orientations on how to 
effectively and safely use the strength 
and conditioning areas of the Rec Cen- 
ter. Students have the option of signing 
up for personal training sessions and re- 
ceiving a personalized training program. 

Both the O’Connor Center and 
White Center have continued to im- 
prove and update their programs. Re- 
cently, the White Center renovated the 
swimming pool, improving its filtra- 
tion, ventilation and lighting. In addi- 
tion, the Homewood Field Course has 
been renovated during the summer. 


Even if you don’t spend your after- 
noons sweating in the Rec. Center, you 
can find plenty of active things to doon 
campus. You could check out 
intramurals, hijack a friend to go to the 
gym with you or just walk around cam- 
pusas often as possible. Students often 
play Frisbee and football on the beach 
or lower quad. There are several tennis 
courts located next to AMR II. Stu- 
dents can also make use of the BIA 
baseball fields (past Homewood Field). 
Throughout the year, the O’Connor 
Centeralso provides many outdoor day 
trips, which have included hiking, ca- 
noeing and kayaking. 





Fencing, 


By Liza Wehrly 


It’s a common assumption that all 
Hopkins students are star lacrosse play- 
ers and aspiring doctors. Occasionally 
some people willremember hearing that 
Johns Hopkins has a reputable IR 
school, engineering school or writing 
program; however, most people are 
content believing that Hopkins students 
exclusively play lacrosse! 

While our boys lacrosse team are 
2005 national champions (go Blue 
Jays!), Hopkins does actually offer a 
variety of other sports options includ- 
ing 22 Division-III sports teams, 15 club 
sports, and a number of intramural 
sports organized by gender, dorm, fra- 
ternity or level of competitiveness. 

Although generally overshadowed 
by the success of the lacrosse program, 
Hopkins competitive sports teams draw 
talented athletes anda few diehard Blue 
Jay fans. The 2005 JHU football team 
hopes to win a fourth straight Centen- 
nial Conference Championship, the 


Hopkins Men’s soccer team was 
ranked 11th in an NSCAA National 
Poll, while the Women’s Soccer team 
is favored to be number two ina Cen- 
tennial preseason poll. While these 
teams do not draw the same volume of 
onlookers as the lacrosse team, their 
merits should not be overlooked. 

If you're interested in playing sports, 
but not at the division I or III level, 
Hopkinsalso offersa large variety ofclub 
sports. The club sports program is open 
to Hopkins students and Hopkins Staff 
members, and it includes clubs that 
play on an intercollegiate level, in ad- 
dition to those that focus on learning 
new skills and having a good time. 

Club sports include Badminton, 
Capoeira, Cheerleading, Cycling, 
Equestrian team (JHET), Field 
Hockey, Jujitsu-GRO, Karate-GRO, 
Kung Fu, Men’s Ice Hockey, Men’s 
Lacrosse, Men’s Rugby, Men’s Soccer, 
Men’s Ultimate and Men’s Volleyball. 
For the ambitious or otherwise unsat- 
isfied athlete, new clubs canbe formed 


in addition to those already in existence 
by going through the SAC, 

In case you still aren’t satisfied by 
Hopkins’ plethora of sports options, 
Johns Hopkins also offers a dynamic 
intramural sports program. Everheard 
of intertube water polo? [had not until 
I experienced the Hopkins intramural 
program. The intramural sports pro- 
gram includes leagues, tournaments and 
special events during both the fall and 
spring semesters including competi- 
tions during Fall Festival, Midnite Mad- 
ness and March Madness, Leagues are 
organized according to gender, dorm 
ae us level of competitiveness and par- 

icipation is volu 
We P2 ape ntary so games are re- 

Fall leagues include Intertube water 
polo (played with similar rules to 
waterpolo, except players balance on 
floating tubes in a pool), indoor soccer. 
quickball and 3-on-3 basketball, while 

pring leagues include 5-on- 
ball and volleyball uae 
The intramural program also in- 


badminton, rugby oh my! 


cludes fall tournaments for soccer, flag 
footba tournaments for quickball, in- 
door soccer and softball. 

For students not interested in club 
or intramural sports but looking for a 
mix of fitness and instruction in their 
sport of choice, the Recreation Center 
also offers special fitness classes. 

Finally, Hopkins offers Outdoor 
pursuits, a program designed for stu- 
dents interested in actively meeting new 
people while enjoying the outdoors. 
Activities include backpacking, canoe- 
ing, climbing, sailing and whitewater 
kayaking. Tripstakestudentseverywher 
from the mountains in Maryland tot 
peaks in Ecuador during intersession. 

Whether you are interested in la- 
crosse, yoga, crew or Spinning, 
Hopkins has a program for you! Be- 
ing a Hopkins students means having 
bragging rights for the best lacross¢ 
team in the nation, but it also means 
having an array of other interesting 
sports options that you should not 


shy away from trying! 
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Fight sniffles at the Health Center 


By Liza Wehrly 


What could possibly be better than 
the freedom and opportunity that 
comes along with leaving home for the 
first time and discovering how to be 
independent? You are surrounded by 
peers and making your own decisions. 
This must be paradise. Right? 

But what happens when that first 
hint ofa sniffle appears, your tempera- 
turerises and your throat starts to hurt? 
Suddenly doing everything on your 
own doesn’t have the same ring. Does 
your world of insouciance come crash- 
ing down around you as you reach for 
your cell to call the mother nest? Do 
you give up in the face of your first test 
to that newfound autonomy? 

This fall, as you revel in the liberty of 
being a college freshmen, anticipating 
that nasty cold or painful stomachache 
and knowing how to deal with it if it 
ever hits you will help sustain that state 
of self-sufficiency. There is no need to 
havea breakdown when you don’thave 
access to mom’s chicken soup and hot 





tea. In your time of need, the Hopkins 
Student Health and Wellness center (lo- 
cated in the freshman quad on the ter- 
race level of AMR II, next to the main 
entrance to Terrace Dining hall) is a 
good cure for those sticky health prob- 
lems of the newly independent young 
adult. 

Staffed by physicians, nurse prac- 
titioners, medical assistants, and cer- 
tified nurses, the Student Health and 
Wellness Center is your friendly 
doctor’s office a short walk from your 
new residence hall. The Student 
Health and Wellness Center is open 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.Monday to Friday, 
and 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday for 
the occasional emergency, and ap- 
pointments that can be made by call- 
ing (410) 516-7777. 

In addition a physician is always on 
call when the office is closed. Office vis- 
its are free of charge for all Hopkins 
students. 

Other thana plethora of condoms, 
the Health and Wellness Center of- 
fers a range of services including 


health education, flu vaccinations, 
primary health care, gynecological 
care, and a number of other services 
that are listed on the center’s website, 
http://www.jhu.edu/~shcenter/ 
index.html. 

The Student Health and Wellness 
Center offers flu shots prior to flu 
season while supplies last. Living in a 
dormitory, sickness such as the com- 
mon flu, cold, or whooping cough (!) 
can spread like wildfire. For this rea- 
son, a quick and relatively painless 
visit to the health center this fall for a 
flu shot would be a perfect demon- 
stration of your resolution to be a 
responsible college student. 

The Health and Wellness Center is 
also able to provide a written docu- 
mentation of a sickness if by chance 
you should fall ill during the hours of 
your Monday to Friday class week. This 
record can be given to a professor to 
account for the legitimacy of your ab- 
sence and can serve asa justification for 
your missing that comparative politics 
paper deadline. 


Don't hesitate to ask for 
elp from a counselor 


By Sam Sherman 


Coming to college is a big 
adjustmjent, so it is normal to feel 
homesick and overwhelmed. Forsome, 
this is a fleeting feeling and for others it 
may seem like an insurmountable chal- 
lenge. As a Hopkins Student you are 
expected to be smart, organized and in 
control. All of these expectations can 
yield stress and the impression that you 
have to be independent enough to 
handle all that college has to offer. 
Hopkins, however, has a variety of 
services that can help you deal with 
that unwanted stress. The Counsel- 
ing Center, the Career Center and stu- 
dent-run groups such as APTT (A 
Place to Talk) and SARU (Sexual 
Assult Response Unit) are available 
resources to help you explore your 
feelings and concerns. 

The JHU Counseling Center pro- 
vides individual counseling, group 
counseling, consultation, referral and 
career-decision making advice free of 
charge for full-time graduate and 
undergradutate students in the School 
of Arts and Sciences, Engineering, 
Nursing and the Peabody Institute. Stu- 
dents can meet witha professional staff 
memberindividually to determine what 
services suit their needs. Sessions usu- 


ally take place once a week for both 
individuals and couples and last about 
50 minutes. 

It is important to note that you 
don’t have to have severe emotional 
problems to come to the Counseling 
Center, as it is a short-trerm outpa- 
tient treatment center. According to 
the Director of the Counseling Cen- 
ter, Dr. Mond, “The primary role of 
the Counseling Center is to help stu- 
dents; most of these students are not 
diagnosable and are dealing with de- 
velopmental issues.” 

The top two most common issues 
seen at the career center involve anxi- 
ety and depresion. The majority of the 
problemsare developmental. The num- 
ber of students who have used the 
Counseling Center in the past year has 
increased by 18 percent. Most students 
come between six to seven times in a 
year. Some thrive in one-on-one 
therapy, and others benefit from group 
therapy; few need more intensive care. 
For those that do need further assis- 
tance, referrals are made based on what 
their insurance covers. 

In the event that psychiatric medi- 
cation may be needed, a consulting 
psychiatrist at the Counseling Center 
will evaluate the student and prescribe 
and monitor the medication as 


needed. The Counseling Center can 
provide screening for ADHD or ADD; 
however, it does not treat or assess 
the condition. Instead, the center 
refers the patient to an off-campus 
specialist. It can often take up to three 
months to get an appointment. 

Therefore, if you have any learning 
disability concerns, it is better to work 
with the Assistant Director of Disabil- 
ity Services, Peggy Hayeslip, as soon as 
possible, as she can find a therapist or 
other specialist to work with you. 

Also, she can work with Academic 
Advising to ensure that thefaculty fol- 
lows through with the accomodations 
needed to be made. 

The Counseling Center can also 
function as an advocate for the student 
and, with the student’s consent, it can 
facilitate communication with the 
student’s teachers or parents. The 
Counseling Center is completely con- 
fidential unless the student is danger- 
ous to himself or others. 

Students may make appointments 
by visiting the Counseling Center or 
by calling (410) 526-8278. In case of 
emergencies, a professional staff 
member is on duty every day for im- 
mediate assistance, as wellas at night, 
on weekends and during university 
breaks. 








Another helpful service is the 
center’s contraception counseling, 
which includes discounted birth con- 
trol pills, emergency contraception, 
gynecological exams, screening for 
sexually transmitted diseases and 
pregnancy testing. Recently, however, 
the health center has had to discon- 
tinue stocking OrthoCyclen and 
LoOvral birth control pills due to a 
rise in the purchase price for these 
products. The center is trying its best 
to continue to provide this product at 
its former discounted price of $10 per 
pack. 

As the year flies by, you may also 
look to the Health and Wellness Center 
for stress management. From Stress- 
busters, CDs and counseling, to an 
online self-help guide, the Student 
Health and Wellness Center is a great 
place to turn for relief. 

What stressed-out Hopkins stu- 
dent would turn down a free mas- 
sage? Stress-Busters is a program or- 
ganized through the Health and 
Wellness Center and is comprised of 
a group of undergrad and grad 
Hopkins students that provide 5-7 
minute back massages free of charge 
to needy peers. 

In addition, the health center pro- 
vides Massage Therapy given by acer- 
tified massage therapist available by 
appointment through the Health and 
Wellness Center. Massages are $25 
for a half hour and $45 for a full hour 
massage. Also helpful is the library of 
relaxation CDs that are available for 
loan at the Health and Wellness Cen- 
ter. You can attain a CD by asking at 
the reception desk and can borrow a 
CD for two weeks. The center’s 
website, http://www.jhu.edu/ 
~shcenter/index.html, can also pro- 
vide helpful, anonymous counseling 
for the stressed out college 
student. The online Student’s Self 
Care Guide http://www.jhu.edu/ 
~shcenter/SelfCare/ offers advice on 
caring for common health problems 
that include issues such as eating dis- 
orders, depression, fever, acne and 
sore throats. 

If for some reason a health problem 
requires services beyond the care of the 
Health and Wellness center, the office 
provides referrals toa number ofhealth 
providers in the greater Baltimore area 
and directions to pharmacies that in- 
clude Rite Aid, CVS, Tuxedo Pharmacy 
and Walgreens. 

This fall, as you wave goodbye to 
your parents, bid your farewell until 
Thanksgiving, and take your firstbreath 
of fresh air as a free person, remember 
that the Health and Wellness Center is 
a great resource for the independent 
college student and requires only a 
phone call, short walk or click of the 
mouse to take advantage of its many 
services, 
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Mission Impossible: Dating at JHU 


Yearning for the perfect college romance, Lloyd Dobler-style? That’s the dream. Here’s the reality, 


By William Parschalk 


Forsomestudentsit’s difficultenough 
to adapt to being away from home, let 
alone to also be ina relationship. Search- 
ing out for that significant other can bea 
big step. Dating at college does notneces- 
sarily add to the stress, however. Dating 
can create a supportive environment to 
help adapt to Hopkinsas yourhomeaway 
from home. 

“While it does take time and effort 
to build and maintain a relationship, 
it’s rewarding in the support and un- 
derstanding that a friend may not be 
able to give,” says Hopkinsjunior Kevin 
Chen, who was previously in a rela- 
tionship for a year and three and a half 
months. “It’s good to havea confidante, 
someone you can always talk to and 
trust.” 

Having a partner can also provide 
a fun excuse to explore the various 
attractions in Baltimore, such as the 


various night clubs like Sonar and 
Hammerjacks, theaters like the 
Charles Theater and the Senator The- 
ater or more tourist-friendly spots 
like the Baltimore Aquarium. Also 
close to the Inner Harbor is Little 
Italy, which is home to fine eateries 
such as Vaccaro’s and Aldo’s. For 
couples who prefer a little live music, 
there are also venues suchas the Funk 
Box and the Recher theater. 

It is making the initial effort for a 
relationship that is always the toughest 
step, and it can be the most intimidat- 
ing. The Hopkins environment offers 
plenty of opportunities to overcome 
your fear of looking like an ass in front 
of the opposite sex. Student couples 
have reported meeting through class, 
in clubs, online, through friends and a 
multitude of different social interac- 
tions. 

“{A friend] introduced us at club 
night and our friendship and relation- 





Keepin’ the faith 


How to find the religious resources you need 


By Xiao-bo Yuan 


Ifyou’re religious, maybe you veheard 
this warning before: college life can pose 
a challenge to even the most faithful. ’m 
not just talking about the old “kegger or 
Sunday morning service?” coin toss. ’'m 
talking about full-on existential crisis. 

Away from the dependable structures 
of home and religious communities — 
and faced with temptations of debauch- 
ery orjust plain laziness — it often seems 
hard to hold firm to your religious prac- 
tices once you enter freshman dorms. 

Ofcourse, asa freshman, I didn’t have 
that problem — I was brought up as, and 
still am, an atheist. But even for an en- 
tirely secular person like me, Hopkins 
and Baltimore are full of opportunities to 
interact with members of different faiths, 
as well as learn about so many different 
beliefs. Afterall, the benefits ofthis chance 
to intermingle with a diverse array of 
believers far outweigh whatever chal- 
lenges you may face. 

The mostimportantresourceoncam- 
pus is the Bunting-Meyerhoff Interfaith 
Center, located on N. Charles Street 
across fromthe AMRs. Headedby Sharon 
Kugler, the excellent university chaplain, 
the IFC serves as the main base for all the 
campus ministries and is home to a wide 
variety of prayer and worship services. 

Probably the most obvious testa- 
ment to the IFC’s multi-faith mission is 
its chapel, which converts from a plain 


prayer room to a stained-glass church 
interior in minutes to accommodate 
all kinds of services. 

The IFC offers Buddhist meditations 
in the mornings, daily prayers for Mus- 
lims, Eastern Orthodox divine litur- 
gies, Shabbat dinners, Sikh prayers, 
Baptist bible studies and almost every- 
thing in between. Best of all, these ser- 
vices are open to all students. 

In February, the center’s Religious 
Awareness Days Steering Committee 
presents “Open Hands, Open Hearts,” 
a series of events addressing modern 
issues facing faith communities and 
promoting diversity. 

Thisyear’sschedule ofevents featured 
a presentation of various matrimonial 
customs, a forum on religion and the 
media, and a traditional Hindu Aarti. 
Take advantage of these opportunities to 
learn about other faiths, and you'll find 
that there’s more to world religion than 
just the media-hyped clash between 
Christianity and Islam. 

Plenty of places of worship also ex- 
ist outside of the university. Local places 
of worship range from Mennonite 
churches to Quaker meeting houses, 
and many are within walking distance. 

College can change your religious 
beliefs forever or more strongly affirm 
the ones you already hold. Whatever 
your affiliation, there are plenty of op- 
portunities on campus to explore your 
— and everyone else’s — faith. 


ship grew from there,” says Chen of his 
previous relationship. 

Some students take college as an op- 
portunity to be closer to their high school 
partners, such as freshman Ashley 
Kennedy, who met her boyfriend, fresh- 
man William Puller, prior to being ac- 
cepted to JHU. “Unlike the usual high 
school couple that gets split up when 
college rolls around, we actually started 
out long-distance and now we're finally 
going to be together,” says Kennedy. 

One of the biggest factors in starting 
a relationship is considering whether 
each partner will be able to also manage 
the stress of classes and exams. Finding 
the time to spend with each other with- 
out taking time away from studies can 
be the most challenging aspect of a re- 
lationship at Hopkins. 

“While we acknowledge that our re- 
lationship is going to take up a lot of 
time that could be used in other ways, 
we're pretty sure that having each other 


for support will prove beneficial in our 
academic success,” says Kennedy of 
her relationship. 

It’s also important to establish be- 
forehand what kind of relationship is 
right for each student. Some students 
dive right in to heavy boyfriend/girl- 
friend relationships, whereas for some 
students it is best for them to keep their 
relationship a little more casual than 
formal. 

Sometimes things just don’t work 
out, either because of disruptions a re- 
lationship causes between astudentand 
his or her roommate, the pressure to 
keep up in classes or some other prob- 
lem. This doesn’t mean the end of the 
world, however. RAs are trained to 
handle not only the domestic upkeep 
of their students, but also the emo- 
tional upkeep. Various organizations 
on campus also offer peer counseling, 
such as APTT, which works in AMR I, 
adjacent to the Reading Room. 
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Cheering isn’t just for state 
Hopkins spirit in 2005 


schools: 


By Leah Bourne 


Johns Hopkins isn’t exactly known 
for its “rah-rah” school spirit. When 
the campus hot spot is the library, this 
is generally a given. But recently there 
has been some momentum towards 
change. More and more students are 
getting into supporting our all-too-tal- 
ented lacrosse team. Also, by walking 
around campus it is clear that the 
Charles Village Project is underway. 
When it is completed the quality of life 
of students will dramatically increase. 
This means that there is a lot to get 
excited about on campus. 

All of this still begs the question of 








Student support and enthusiasm will 
most likely continue to grow this year, in 
large part because of the Blue Jays’ perfect 
2005 seasonand NCAA Division! Cham- 
pionship win over Duke. It is always nice 
to be able to root for the winning team. 
But more than that, being at a lacrosse 
game makes you really feel like a part ofa 
community, and it makes you glad that 
you chose to come to Hopkins. 

The completion of the Charles Vil- 
lage Project will inevitably influence 
school spirit at Hopkins. For one, the 
redevelopment of Hopkins’ surround- 
ing neighborhood will certainly change. 
Charles Village Commons is planned 
to become a meeting place for upper- 
classmen. A large 
Barnes and Noble 
and extensive stu- 
dent meeting space, 
something that is so 
often taken for 
granted at other 
schools, will finally 
be available. Even- 
tually the entire area 
surrounding 
Hopkins will be re- 
developed. 

The $75 million 
project broke 
ground last fall and 
marks the beginning 
of a sweep of 
changes that will af- 
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whether it is possible to change the cul- 
ture of a school that is so deeply en- 
trenched in academics as opposed to 
spirit and community. School spirit at 
Hopkins may never rival that of a Big 
Ten school, but it may just mean that 
students are a little happier and more 
positive about the school they attend. 

Almostevery student will tell you that 
going to a Hopkins lacrosse game is an 
unforgettable experience that shouldn’t 
be missed. You don’t even have to know 
anything about thesport tohaveanamaz- 
ing time cheering for the Blue Jays and 
your school. Did I mention we have the 
best college lacrosse team in the nation? 

Last year, for the first time, a student 
section was created for the Lacrosse team 
called the Nest. The Nest was created bya 
group of ‘05 seniors shocked that 
Hopkins, with itstop-rated lacrosse team, 
didn’t have more student support. 

For a game last year against Virginia 
over 1,000 blue “nest” shirts were distrib- 
uted to students to jump-start the stu- 
dent cheering section. In addition, trips 
wereset up by the Athletic Departmentto 
bus student fans to games at Princeton, 
one of Hopkins’ biggest rivals. 


ER/NEWS-LETTER 
Hopkins fans cheer on the lacrosse team from the Nest. 


MARK MEHLING 


fectthe surrounding 
areaand theattitude 
of Hopkins’ stu- 
dents. It will be at least another year for 
any of these changes to be felt by stu- 
dents. 

The increasing diversity of the stu- 
dent body will also have an impact on 
Hopkins’ spirit. A school that is known 
for being a pre-med breeding ground is 
definitely taking steps towards change. 
Students are finally learning that there 
is more to life than sitting in the library 
studying for Orgo. 

Hopkins still has a long way to go. 
There are other things to be excited 
about at Hopkins besides lacrosse, and 
this needs to be better communicated 
to students. Speakers, a capella con- 
certs and other sports games often go 
under-attended and underappreciated. 
And there are so many improvements 
that need to be made to the school in 
terms of safety and quality of life in 
order for students to feel more spirited 
about the school they attend. 

Despite these few things, itis impor- 
tant to remember that there is a lot to 
get excited about. School spirit is really 
about appreciating what you have in 
the moment. Go to some football 
games. The football team might not be 





as recognized as the lacrosse team, but 
they are better than they ever get credit 
for. 

Hopkins’ Octopodes is one of the 
best a capella groups in the country. 
In the past they won first place in the 
International Championship of Col- 
legiate A Cappella Northeastern 
Quarterfinals and second place at the 
Northeastern Semifinals and have 
been included in national compila- 


tion recordings for collegiate a capella 
groups. Going to one of their con- 
certs is a must. 

The MSE symposium, which last 
year brought General Wesley Clark, will 
bring another series of captivating 
speakers to campus this fall. And of 
course look forward to lacrosse season. 
Come spring make sure to put on your 
blue gear, head out to the game and 
cheer for the Blue.Jays. 





Work-study jobs 
line your pockets 


By Xiao-bo Yuan 


There comes a painful moment in 
every student’s life — the moment you 
realize that one day, unless you’re some 
kind of global pop star or petrol heir- 
ess, your parents are going to stop sup- 
porting you. Instead of feeling terror, 
why not start saving in college to pre- 
pare for that fateful day when daddy’s 
credit card will no longer be funding 
your tequila habit? Beyond that. it’s 
always nice to have some guilt-free cash 
to spend. That’s where this work-study 
business comes in. 

Work-study refers to the federally- 
supported jobs that are available to 
university students. The bulk of ev- 
ery work-study student’s salary 
comes from the U.S. government, 
which not only means that such jobs 
are plentiful on-campus, it also means 
that employers have no financial rea- 
son to fire you. 

For some people, the prospect of 
balancing a part-time job and a full 
load of classes can seem overwhelm- 
ing, particularly during freshman year. 
If you’re nervous enough about hold- 
ing your own in classes and maintain- 
ing a decent social life, maybe you 
should wait a semester or two to settle 
in. However, work-study jobs are gen- 
erally flexible enough for full-time stu- 
dents, and depending on your prefer- 
ence, can range from comfortably 
menial to occasionally challenging. 

The first place to look should be the 
annual Job Fair, sponsored by the Of- 
fice of Student Employment, which 
takes place on the first Friday of the 
semester. There, all the offices offering 
both work-study and non-work-study 
jobs to Hopkins students will be present 
with recruiting information, luring you 


with baskets of vaguely appealing 
candy. (This is also the last time some 
of you will see your future boss in a 
good mood.) 

Make sure you bring copies of your 
resume to the Job Fair, as well as the 
student information form, available 
online at http://www.jhu.edu/~stujob. 
Talk to employers in various campus 
departments and offices. See a job in 
the neuroscience department that 
sounds interesting? Even ifyou’rea sci- 
ence-deficient humanities major, you 
might learn something new. Feel like 
shelving books would be a Zen way to 
make some dough? Maybe a job at the 
MSE Library would suit you. 

During my freshman year, a few 
weeks after I visited the Job Fair, landed 
a job as an assistant in the manuscript 
editing department of the University 
Press, the oldest of its kind in the na- 
tion. For ten hours a week, I trudged 
my way seven blocks down to the Press 
headquarters, in a converted former- 
church that overlooked N. Charles. 

Sure, it was annoying at times — | 
was often sleep-deprived, or bored by 
the 500-page books on mold I had to 
proofread, or skeeved by that one 
woman who kept gushing about the 
“beauty ofindexes.” Buttwo yearslater, 
I can say that I know most every 
proofreader’s mark there is, which is 
actually rather rewarding. Oh, and 
those paychecks were sweet, too, 

If pushing paper isn’t appealing to 
you, there are work Opportunities in 
Charles Village as well —a fact that will 
be made apparent to you when you 
keep running into your classmates wait- 
ing tables at Xando or looking surly at 
Gertrude’s. Working can be fun or te- 
dious, but at least you’ll have more cash 
for the finer things in life. Like laundry. 
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life: the 


happy medium 


By Sammy Rose Saltzman 


So, you want to be in a Hopkins 
sorority? For about a third of you, the 
answer is, “Yes, definitely, I’ve known 
since birth.” For another third it’s, “I 
never thought about it,” and the last 
group is probably about to stop read- 
ing this. 

But wait: Your answers are all wrong 
in one way or another, because none of 
you really knows what the Hopkins 
sorority is like. 

Sorority life at Hopkins is a very 
different animal from the state school 
sorority scene, known best for poofy, 
blown out hair; shimmery, blue eye 
shadow and the kind of drunken acts 
we nerds have only encountered on 
Girls Gone Wild. 

Hopkins sororities also differ from 
the small liberal arts school sororities, 
which may bear the same Greek letters 
as the aforementioned type, yet are also 
strikingly different. At these schools, 
girls hold fast to their founders’ goals of 
creating an organization to discuss and 
address women’s issues. In doing so, 
these girls have been known to shun 
bras, neglect their armpit hair or har- 
bor a deep hatred for men, especially 
those in fraternities. 

Noting how sororities function at 
other schools, now it’s time to charac- 
terize sororities at JHU. If we’re not 
slutty and drunk or ultra-feminist and 
bitter, what are we? 

Well, we do appreciate a gorgeous 
pair of shoes, a good party, women’s 
rights and self-sufficiency. The differ- 
ence is that we just don’t do either toan 
extreme. 

While you probably entered your 
dorm room with a notion of what so- 
rorities are like and whether or not you 
would join one, it’s time to throw out 
that stereotype and do some research. 
In reality, Hopkins’ sororities contain 
a rare mix of ladies who are down-to- 
earth, smart and leaders on campus 

Alotofinformation about Hopkins’ 
sororities and how to join one can eas- 


ily be found with the click of a mouse. _ 


On the offchance you were doing some- 
thing other than internet surfing this 
summer, here are the basics of how 
sororities work at JHU. 

There are four main sororities on 
campus that are members of the Na- 
tional Panhellenic Conference: Alpha 
Phi, Kappa Kappa Gamma, Kappa Al- 
pha Theta, and Phi Mu. Each has a 
president, an executive board and 
around one hundred members. Each 
also has its own core values, secret sym- 
bols and rituals. 

Every sorority also has a distinct 





personality. During the fall, sororities 
hosta variety of get-to-know-you func- 
tions to help girls learn more about the 
character of each sorority. These are 
open to any girls interested in Greek 
life, a mug of hot chocolate, a movie or 
some cookies. By talking to the sisters 
at these get-togethers, or by asking the 
opinions ofan upperclassman, you can 
easily get a general idea of what distin- 
guishes a Kappa from a Theta. 

If after your research you are inter- 
ested in being a part of one of these so- 
rorities, you can register for rush in the 
spring. Rushisthe process through which 
sororities look at prospective members, 
and prospective members evaluate which 
sorority they would like to join. 

Despite rumors, it’s not a way to 
expose your every insecurity to a bunch 
of judgmental girls. Rush is a series of 
“parties” at which you talk to girls from 
different sororities. You get to know 
them, they get to know you, and you 
figure out what fits and what doesn’t. 
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Eventually you choose between your 
top two choices and then are invited to 
join one. It’s a relatively pain-free pro- 
cess and even involves snacks without 
boys to scarf them all down. 

There are also other non-Greek so- 
rorities on campus. These are special- 
interest organizations. They include Al- 
pha Kappa Delta Phiand Sigma Omicron 
Phi, the Asian-interest sororities. Wealso 
have Delta Sigma Theta and Sigma 
Gamma Rho, two historically African- 








ROBIN SHAW/FILE PHOTO 
Frats and sororities hang signs in the Breezeway to recruit interested students. 


American groups. And finallya Hispanic- 
oriented Latinas Promoviendo 
Comunidad and a multicultural soror- 
ity, Delta Chi Phi, were recently granted 
official status at Hopkins. 

So there are the facts about Hopkins 
sororities, at least all the ones you'll 
find on their Web sites. Beyond this 
information, and once you have real- 
ized that Greek life at Hopkins truly is 
unique, it’s up to the individual whether 
or not she chooses to join. 





Find brotherhood in frats 


By Sam Sherman 


Hopkins is known for its rigorous 
academics and competitive student 
body; however, rigorous and competi- 
tive can also describe the fraternity life 
here at Hopkins. Each spring semester, 
freshmen clamor to find their place 
among the 32 fraternities and sororities 
on campus. The positives and nega- 
tives inherent in Greek life create a di- 
chotomy of views among the student 
body; thus, according to the Gazette, 
about 30 percent of undergraduates end 
up participating in Greek life. 

Many students, like Junior Matt 
Canfield, decided to join a frat because 
of the perks of a packaged, consistent 
social life that is included with admit- 
tance. Canfield believes that the prom- 
ise of a “structured social life as op- 
posed to a spotty one in the first 
semester” was definitely a plus. ° 

Other positive facets of belonging to 
a frat are the leadership opportunities 
available within the system. Canfield 
notes, “Often most of the members of 
the fraternity comprise a large percent 
of campus leadership, and so joining a 
fraternity exposes freshmen to even 
more leadership roles outside those 
provided by the fraternity.” 

Joining a frat is not just about broth- 
erhood, but rather it is also about the 
opposite: girls. Many guys join frater- 


_ tremely comfortable with the soci. 


nities despite various stigmas due to 
the nexus each frat has with specific 
sororities or due to the reputation it 
has in general within the undergradu- 
ate community. Whether the value 
judgments hold is subjective; however, 
one must be cognizant of the stereo- 
types cast, whether it be jocks, nerds or 
the vastness in between. 

So how does oneknowifa fraternity 
and its packaged reputation are a per- 
fect fit? Many guys didn’t and still 
don’t know if their decision was the 
right one, as none is perfect. Yet 
Canfield stresses that “even though the 
social circle created is small, it is mold- 
able, and so the fraternity can become 
whatever you make of it.” 

Itcan’tbe denied, however, that fra- 
ternities sever greater community 
building by way of isolating select 
groups of men, either physically in terms 
of living or socially in terms of cliques 
engendered. Canfield acknowledges that 
it becomes “easy to find yourself ex- 
created by the fraternity, and agg 
comes less and less easy to meet other 
people.” Junior Aaron Tabak agrees: 

Youare always surrounded by the same 
people and go to the same Parties. Even 
oye nes people may be your closest 

» it becomes increasi i 
to branch out.” eet 


Weekend partying is split between 


fraternity parties and house parties, 
and in either setting fun can be had 
and relationships can be formed. 
Therefore, first semester, it is recom- 
mended that as incoming freshmen 
you get to know as many people as 
possible, so as to see what type of 
people you would like to call your 
brothers or friends. 

Many guys decide to rush with a 
friend. Although this will make the 
friendship stronger in thelongrun and 
will help assuage the discomfort of try- 
ing something new, joining a frat is an 
individual decision. Pledging is the joint 
decision, where remembering your 
brother’s sister’s name is just as impor 
tant as memorizing an equation for your 
upcoming math test. : 

In reality, the disadvantages ofjoin- 
ing a frat are the obvious costs in the 
form of dues and the masked costs of 
pledging, that often show themselves 
in the form of waning GPAs. Canfield 
suggests, “If you didn’t do well first 
semester, don’t pledge,” as your ability 
to prioritize will be challenged. 

You have two options, according 
Canfield: “You can join a frat becaus¢ 
other friends are doing it, and you 
get trapped, or you can join to meet 
new people and end up with twice the 
amount of friends, creating two soc! 
spheres.” Make the decision for your" 
self to go Greek. 


PTEMBER 8, 
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JHU Student Council: a tangled 
web of intrigue and politics 


By Brendan Schreiber 


The history of Hopkins’s Student 
Council (StuCo) is the stuff of legend 
— infighting, coups and name-calling 
to rival any Middle Eastern nation. In 
the past two years alone, StuCo has 
seen a half-dozen resignations, a new 
constitution, numerous contested elec- 
tions and several months without a 
president. 

Nonetheless, StuCo does servesome 
vital functions, however ill-prepared 
some if its members may be. Belowisa 
breakdown of StuCo and some of the 
important tasks with which itis charged. 


Executive Board & Student Assembly 

Under the new constitution, passed 
two years ago, StuCo is divided into an 
Executive Board and a Student Assem- 
bly. The Executive Board is headed by 
this year’s president, junior Atin 
Agarwal, and includes several VPs as 
well the council’s treasurer. 

The Student Assembly is composed 
of the class presidents, secretary/trea- 
surers and senators on four commit- 
tees (legislation, leadership, finance and 


authorization). The class presidents 
also serve as members of the Executive 
Board. 


Vice Presidents 

Within the Executive Boardare three 
VPsand the head of the Student Activi- 
ties Commission (SAC). These are the 
VPs for Student Life, Communication 
and Entertainment. 

In the tradition of the U.S. 
government’s bicameral division of 
powers between the Senate and House 
of Representatives, StuCo’s two divi- 
sions are each charged with a different 
set of responsibilities. 


Senators 

Every class has four elected ‘sena- 
tors,’ one in each of the four commit- 
tees in the Student Assembly. These 
senators are intended to serve a more 
representative function than those of- 
ficials on the Executive Board, though 
both are equally representative by na- 
ture of their nearly identical elections. 

The committees of the Student As- 
sembly determine everything from the 
content of StuCo bylaws to who heads 


up the MSE Symposium from year to 
year. 
Student Activities Commission 
(SAC) 

The SAC is the body of students 
responsible for 
distributing 





In its previous form, the BoE acted 
independently of StuCo to manage (and 
often botch) StuCo elections. Now, the 
CSE will serve a similar function, but 
with the oversight of StuCo’s president, 
the Director of 
Student Involve- 


school funding to If this all seems like an ment, and CSE’s 
student groups for co-chairs. 

theirannual bud- - iieathiseeall 
gets and through- impenetrable web of seems like an im- 
out the year as penetrable web 
needed. bureaucracy and red of bureaucracy 


Groups must 
go through many 
steps and classifi- 
cations along the 
way in order to 
reach the upper echelon of SAC-classi- 
fied groups (Class A groups). The Trea- 
surer of the Executive Board serves as 
the President of the SAC. 


Committee on Student Elections (for- 
merly Board of Elections) 

Thanks to a referendum sponsored 
by StuCo president Atin Agarwal, the 
oft-troubled Board of Elections (BoE) 
was dissolved late last year. 


tape, it should. 





and red tape, it 
should. Even we 
don’t really get 
what goes on in 
StuCo, and we go 
to their meetings every week. It mostly 
seems like junior politicians jockey- 
ing for position before there is even 
any position for which to jockey. 

But, if you really want to get in- 
volved, attend a weekly 7:30 meeting 
Monday night in the boardroom of 
Shriver Hall, or consider running for a 
freshman position when elections roll 
around in late September. Either way, 
good luck — you'll need it. 


@ YOU ARE HERE 


To the Class of 2009— 
Welcome to the family. 








Alumni 


It all begins with you. 


Alumni Association 
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Playing it safe isn’t playing scared 


Despite the security concerns, students learn to draw the line between caution and paranoia 





By Alex Begley something to depend on. They can 


help you feel safe on campus but there TIPS FOR STAYING SAFE IN BALTIMORE 


On the 67th day of 2005, there had _is only so much they can do for you 


been 65 murders in Baltimore. This fig- when you are in the city itself. : Travel in Groups weather isn’t great. 

ure, printed in the Murder Inc. column Once you leave the little This cannot be emphasized enough. Most 

ofthe Baltimore City Paperisnotmeant Homewood bubble, you are on your of the time this will happen naturally, but + Campus ATMs are your friend 
toscare, butrathertoremindeveryone own. And from there on you just have every so often itis going toseem tempting There are two M&T bank ATMs on campus. 


CAMPUS LIFE 


aay even ESTE to stay smart. page 
that this city isn’t the cozy suburban 0 S"ay Sma to walk by yourself back to the AMRs from —_ One is in Gilman at the entrance next to the 























tae ce ppm eager cially late 3 aia some boring party at 1.a.m. orto walkover — Glass Pavilian and the other is in the lobby of 
N-L The high crime rate, compounded provide a lot of security. to the Homewood late. Wolman. 

by the fact that two Hopkins students Have a cell phone ready and a taxi 

died in homicides within one year of number handy. I don’t carry mace or Of course most of the time nothing would += Remember your cell phone 

each other, has made many students any sort of weapon, but I guess it happen, butitisnotachanceworthtaking.  Alwayshavingyourcell phonewith you means 

wary of stepping off campus. couldn’t hurt. that you will be able to call campus security or 

Personally, I’ve never felt unsafe As far as on-campus goes, the Use Common Sense 911 if anything happens. 

on campus. The blue light system is a school has done a good job of upping Most of us have that little voice in our head 

comforting reminder that help is al- oir Pome eee pero a alerting us to what we should feel safe doing. Just because it’s light out doesn’t mean 

ways Reeiy, ees Follow that voice. it’s safer 





I’ve never felt threatened walking deter strangers from entering the 


across campus, from the library back dorms. It is a misconception that you are safer in 


to the freshmen dorms, at four in the In Wolman and McCoy it is harder Ifthereissomeonenear you whoiscreepingyou the daytime. Just because the sun is out 
morning because there is always a_ t© get into; not only do you need an out, or if you are ona particularblockthatseems — doesn’t mean that you should throw cau- } 
security guard somewhere in sight. access card to get into the elevators, scary, it’s best to get out of harm’s way. tion to the wind. | 
Campus security is almost alwayson You also need a working access card to | 
sight and ready to help. get past the elevator shaft and into the Use the shuttles People have been mugged in broad day- | 

However, off-campusiswherethe Common rooms. Yes, sometimes it would clearly take lesstime light, and it is important to use common 
trouble starts. But in Buildings A and B and the 


‘ to walk, and waiting for the shuttle can get + sense no matter what time of the day itis. 
I say this because of one incident AMRs, you just have to follow some- ? : 











that occurred no more than a week ne in through any one of the entry mglabohi pores : 
after Linda Trinh’s murder. Three Ways and from there on you have ac- 6: Find some comfort in campus security 
friends and I, all girls, went toacon- cessto any of the floors. A newturnstile That being said: take the shuttles. It is the | Know where the blue-lights are, and program 
cert venue thatisnineblocks south of systemhasbeen installed over the sum- safest way to travel around here. Theshuttles those security numberinto your phone. Campus 
campus (in the not-so-friendly part ™er, but it has yet to be proven how are also a great way to get around when the _ security is there for a reason. 
of Baltimore). effective a method it is. 

Around 1 a.m. we left the club to This became a problem at the be- ry 


wait outside for the JHU shuttle. We ginning of the fall semester in 2004 

called the shuttle service three times When outsiders entered Building B _ residentsthattheywerelegitimatesales- tact campus security as soon as pos- 

over a period of thirty minutes andthe Posing as magazine salesmen. men; however, no one ever received _ sible. 

shuttle never came. They had receipts and enough any of the magazines they had ordered, Baltimore is no more dangerous 
It is the club’s policy to refuse re- knowledge to convince many of the _ nor did they receive change from the _ than any other big city, and learning 


see’ is minors who - a ig oi how to live in difficult situations 1s 
eave the premises, even ’ 1s 1s another instance where a_ just anoth t of life. 
thosewhostand outside PHONE NUMBERS YOU LL NEED student needs to realize that even if : ‘The cae sate in Baltimore 








Nona for rides, so we ee Eee is an actual magazine without holing yourself up in your room 
were forced to wait for : : salesman, that kind of thing isn’t al- is sj : ur 
the pick-up, alone, on When you are off-campus or calling from your cell phone, lowed in the dorms and sh Tae a ee just be smart about yo 
‘nstasteot balGiiaret you must dial 410-516 prior to the extension. If you are call- eee oop 
After calling the se- ing from an on-campus phone, dial 6 and then the last four 
curity number twice, digits. OHN ; H . 
and being put on nels a Oy KINS Remember the victims of 
both times, we waite Any emergeng situation i T ¥ a 1G tho UPPER CUA 
another fifteen minutes (410) 516-7777 RY a Ee Y 9/ | @ the UPPER CUudD 
(forty-eight minutes in Security escort y On Sundau, ot 72M 
total) and never re- = 5 (410) 516-8700 Septemh * Bae 
ceived a shuttle. ‘APla to Talk ae ¢ with: 
We eventually |= ie Mn . City Councilman Kraft 
caught the first and only (410) 516-8001 if 4 ; # Te Aaghl 
taxi we’d seen that night Campus Security Office | \ Dr. Steven Dawic 
and rode back to cam- ; oe (410) 516-4600 > if # Chaplain S. Kugler 
pus. Being four girls, ounseling Center Pontagen General 
alone, at night, outsidea (410) 516-8278 \ a and a J se a of 
club in Baltimore was Student Health and Wellness .. 
one of the few times I F (410) 516-8270 
was actually afraid of University Operator we oe toes 
being harmed. Ss (410) 516-8000 ? B' Woes 1 
Campus security is if iy 23 ie ong : 
something to find com- oe 


LOOK FORTHE “TOWERSOF LIGHT 


fort in, but it is not 
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JHU hires 
first chief 


investor 


BY CHRISTIAN GRIM 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


Hopkins recently named Kathryn J. 
Crecelius to fill the newly created position of 
chief investment officer. Crecelius comes to 
Hopkins from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, 
where she man- 
aged their $1.8 
billion endow- 
ment. 

When she be- 
gins working at 
Hopkins Oct. 1, 
she will be respon- 
sible for the man- 
agement and in- 
vestment of the 
Univer-sity’s en- 
dowment which is 
currently valued at 
$2.165 billion. 

Among all 
university endowments in 2004, Hopkins’ 
endowment ranked 24th. 

At MIT, Crecelius managed outside in- 
vestors, researched and presented sound in- 
vestment opportunities for the endowment 
and worked on MIT’s policy for monitoring 
protocols for investments. 

This sort of expertise is important when 
looking to expand holdings of alternative 
investments. Before joining MIT, Crecelius 
was a consultant at Cambridge Associates 
Inc. and head of risk in the Global Custody 
Network Group at Brown Brothers Harrim- 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A3 
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Crecelius will be in- 
vesting JHU’s $2.165 
billion endowment. 
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Hopkins lacrosse wins NC 





AA championship 











ROBIN SHAW/NEWS-LETTER 


The team celebrates after winning Hopkins’s first NCAA championship since 1987. Story on A12. 











Work begins on new quad 


BY DAVID CORRIGAN 
THE JoHNs Hopkins News-LetTer 


As part ofan inititive to expand 
the Homewood campusto include 
more visitor-friendly space, con- 
struction on the Decker Quad- 
rangle, which will replace the Gar- 
land parking lot, began in August. 

The quadrangle construction 
project will include a new visi- 
tors’ center intended to provide 
more space for campus visitors, 
two research buildings and an 
underground parking garage for 
the Baltimore Museum of Art. 

The Decker Quad will be sur- 


roundedby four buildings, includ- 
ing the already standing Garland 
and Clark Halls. Newbuildingson 
the east side will includea Compu- 
tational Sciences building and an 
interdisciplinary building for en- 
gineering research, which will be 
built next to Barton Hall. 

The new Visitors’ Center will 
bebuilt on thesouthern edge of the 
quad and will replace the first floor 
of Garland as a starting point for 
tour groups, said Travers Nelson, 
program manager of the office of 
facilities maagement. 

Three spaces will remain open 
for future development, allow- 


Voting research center opens 


BY PATRICE HUTTON 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-LetTer 


In partnership with the Na- 
tional Science Foundation, Johns 
Hopkins announced in August the 
opening of A Center for Correct, 
Usable, Reliable, Auditable, and 
Transparent Elections (ACCU- 
RATE), which will blend public 
cy and computer science re- 
search in an attempt to create 
stronger and more accurate vot- 


i hnology- 
in CURATE, funded by the Na- 


tional 


poli 


Science Foundation and in 


cooperation with the help of five 
other research institutions, will be 
based at Hopkins and seek to as- 
suage mounting concern about the 
increasing use of electronic voting 
machines. 

In a statement released by 
Hopkins, Avi Rubin, who will be 
directing ACCURATE, said, “This 
center will develop the fundamental 
science necessary for secure, acces- 
sible, trustworthy and transparent 
voting.” 

Rubin is a professor of com- 
puter science at Hopkins and tech- 
nical director of the University’s In- 


formation Security Institute. 

The National Science Founda- 
tion has pledged to contribute $7.5 
million over five years. 

Funding will also be provided 
from the Help America Vote Act of 
2002. 

The grant from the NSF appro- 
priates $1.2 million for Rubin’s re- 
search at Hopkins as well as vot- 
ing technology for ACCURATE. 

Researchers from Stanford Uni- 
versity, the University of California 
at Berkeley, Rice University, the SRI 
International will also be involved. 

CONTUNED ON PaGE A2 


ing fora six-building quad, simi- 
lar to the Upper Quad. 

In addition to the new build- 
ings, the Decker Quad will sit on 
top of the new three-story park- 
ing garage for visitors and guests 
of the Baltimore Museum of Art, 
which will replace the current lot 
in front of Garland. 

The current lot in front of 
Garland remained open during 
the summer and move-in, but 
was closed on Tuesday morning 
after students moved in over La- 
bor Day Weekend. Visitors will 
now have to park in the Stony 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A3 
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Rubin runs ACCURA TE, where 


voting technology is studied. 
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Security 
director 
position 


filled 


BY SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LeTTER 


The search fora new executive 
director for safety and security 
ended this summer when the 
University selected Edmund G. 
Skrodzki, a former Baltimore City 
police officer and member of the 
Secret Service as the replacement 
for former director Ron Mullen, 





who retired last spring. 

“This is an exciting opportu- 
nity for me to employ my pas- 
sion for security at an institu- 
tion of higher learning that 
happens to be in an urban set- 
ting,” said Skrodzki of his new 
job. 

After a series ofinterviews with 
Vice President of Finance and Ad- 
ministration Jim McGilland Pro- 
vost Steven Knapp, Skrodzki was 
chosen from a pool of 80 appli- 
cants. 

“He knows Baltimore and the 
Homewood area. He rose 
quickly in the Secret Service, re- 
flecting his capabilities,” said 
McGill. 

“He is also people oriented 
and has high standards for per- 
formance and quality of his 
work and that of his depart- 
ment,” he added. 

Skrodzki joined Hopkins af- 
ter sixyears on the Baltimore City 
police force and 22 years in a va- 
riety of roles in the Secret Service. 
He served asa special agentin the 
Presidential Protection Division, 
as an assistant to the special agent 
in charge in New York and as 
inspector. 

_ In 2001 he transferred to Bal- 
timore, where he became special 
agent in charge and was respon- 
sible for most of Maryland. 

In that position, Skrodzki 
Oversaw all security at Camp 
David as well as protection and. 
the investigation of crimes of — 
counterfeiting, identity theft, 
forgery of financial instruments, 
credit card fraud and computer 
fraud. 
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The Peabody Institute, JHU’s music conservatory located in the 
Mount Vernon area, will be temporarily directed by Landgren. 





New director to join 
Peabody in October 


BY CHELSEA BORCHERS 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LeTTER 


Peabody faculty member Pe- 
ter Landgren will replace current 
director Robert Sirotain October 
after Sirota leaves the school to 
assume the presidency of the 
Manhattan School of Music. 

The choice of Landgren as in- 
terim president for the 2005-2006 
school year was announced on 
June 28 by President William 
Brody. 

During Landgren’s interim di- 
rectorship, a 
group of Uni- 
versity mem- 
bers will begin a 
search foranew 
director. 

“Provost 
Knappand Iwill 
be announcing 
soon the orga- 





Mount Vernon campus, Bob is 
ready toreturn much ofhis focusto 
his work as a composer.” 

Sirota, who was appointed di- 
rector of the Institute in 1995, com- 
pleted the $26.8 million expansion 
of the Peabody campus during his 
tenure, turning what Brody called 
“an aging and, in some respects, 
crumbling edifice” into “awonder- 
fulmonumentto music, with some 
of the finest facilities in the world.” 
In addition to fostering physical 
transformation, Sirota also insti- 
tuted new policies within the school 
that Brody be- 
lieves “strength- 
ened it im- 
MVE MISC Y sar 
Brody added 
that Sirota was 
instrumental in 
making 
Peabodyamore 
central part of 


nization ofana- Baltimore and 
tional search for with the found- 
a new Peabody ing of the Yong 
director. In the Siew Toh Con- 
meantime, I servatory in 
look forward to COURTESY OF HTTP;// Singapore. 

working with WWW.PEABODY.JHU.EDU. Landgren, a 
Peterandthank Landgren is the interim direc- faculty member 
him for taking tor ofthe Peabody Institute. —_ at Peabodysince 
on this impor- 1981, began his 


tant newassignment,” Brodysaid. 
Landgren will serve as director 
until a new leader is identified. 
In a June 27 e-mail to the 
Hopkins campus, Brody ex- 
pressed his regret at Director 
Sirota’s departure. 
“Disappointed as I am to lose 
sucha talented colleague and good 
friend, I fully understand Dr. 
Sirota’s decision to accept this new 
challenge,” said Brody. “Having 
spent a decade deeply immersed in 
the renewal of the Peabody, culmi- 
nating in the completion last year 
of a stunning renovation of its 


career in the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra and is currently its asso- 
ciate principal horn. For the past 
two years, he has served as the head 
of the Peabody Institute Change 
Team, designed to improve the 
school’s education and ultimately 
make it a stronger institution. 

Landgren also co-chaired 
Peabody’s Undergraduate Com- 
mittee, and was a member of the 
Institute’s Academic Council. He 
is the 2003 recipient of the Johns 
Hopkins University Alumni Asso- 
ciation Excellence in Teaching 
Award. 
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JHU team to study voting 
| technology and accuracy 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 

“Our goalsare to do basic com- 
puter science research that is 
| needed if computers are to be uti- 

lized in the voting process. We 
want to provide ways to audit soft- 
ware, to verify election results and 
to make the whole process trans- 
parent to average voters,” Rubin 
said. 

Researchers willlook for meth- 
ods of safeguarding against com- 
mon ways that elections are tam- 
pered with. 

The team will also research 
electronic voting programming 
and hardware, focusing on cryp- 
tography, which is used to main- 
tain privacy for the voter’s selec- 
tions and ensure that computers 
count all votes. 

Team members focusing their 
research in the area of public 
policy will study legal issues that 
previously have not attracted as 
much attention, including issues 
of human behavior in relation to 
the rapid change from paper to 
electronic ballot and measuring 
levels of confidence that people 
hold towards accuracy of their 
electronic vote. 

The percentage of U.S. voters 
casting ballots on electronic ma- 
chines is expected to rise 13per- 
cent from 2000 to 2008. “This is 
because the federal government 
poured almost $4 billion into elec- 
tronic voting via the Help 
America Vote Act,” Rubin said. 

“Our country moved to elec- 
tronic voting in public elections 
before the technology was ready,” 
Rubin said. He noted that the use 
of mark paper ballots and optical 
scan readers should have been 
continued at the precinct level 
rather than electronic voting ma- 
chines. 

In a press release from Johns 





Hopkins, Dan Wallach, associate 
professor of computer science at 
Rice, spoke on behalf of the AC- 
CURATE proposal. 

“The basic question ishowcan 
we employ computer systems as 
trustworthy election systems 
when we knowcomputersare not 
totally reliable, totally secure or 
bug-free,” said Wallach, who will 
serve as the associate director of 
ACCURATE, 

“In voting, this is complicated 
by the fact that potential adver- 
saries include everyone from the 
voting system designers, elections 
officials and voters to political op- 
eratives, hackers and foreign 
agents,” Wallach said. 

Rubin said that once the find- 
ings of ACCURATE have been 
made public, results will be dis- 
tributed to elections official, ven- 
dors and other interested parties. 






2005 Cover-Lettey. 


“Our research will focus on 
leveraging the best properties of 
different technologies to design 
the strongest overall system. AC- 
CURATE has a unique opportu- 
nity to produce ground-breaking 
scientific research while at the 
same time helping to protect our 
democracy,” Rubin said. 


“Wewillnot produce any prod- 
ucts ourselves, but we will provide 
the technological groundwork that 
others can use to provide equip- 
ment,” Rubin said. 

“There is no reason why com- 
puters cannot beused toimprove 
election systems, but it has to be 
done right,” Rubin told Hopkins. 
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Security head to 
enforce 15-pt. plan 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
fraud. 

Skrodzki hopes to bring many 
of the same strategies that the Se- 
cret Service uses to the 
Homewood security office. 

“The institutional culture of 
the Secret Service is one of pre- 
vention and preparation,” said 
Skrodzki. “[They take] a proac- 
tive approach to both their pro- 
tective and criminal investigative 
responsibilities.” He noted his 
ongoing plan to implement that 
kind of culture at Hopkins. 

One of the challenges Skrodzki 
faced when taking this position 
was making a smooth transition. 
However, according to McGill, 
“Executive Director Skrodzki 
quickly identified several and has 
moved to make appropriate 
changes.” 

Over the summer, Hopkins’ 
security has been taking measures 
to implement President Brody’s 
15-point security plan, as well as 
the changes initiated by Skrodzki. 
Brody’s plan included the instal- 
lation of 32 closed-circuit TV 
cameras, the use of armed, off- 
duty Baltimore Police patrols and 
additional Silver Star Security 
guards on foot and bike patrol on 
and around Campus. 

Skrodzkihasalso created what 
he calls a “multi-layer overlapping 
security plan,” which involves sev- 
eral combinations of uniformed 
campus police officers, the Balti- 
more City police officers and the 
Silver Star Security guards. 

In addition to these improve- 
ments, Skrodzki has restructured 
the bike patrol on and off campus. 
It is now 24 hours a day, covers 
many of the parking garages on 
campus and each officer now has 
strobe lights and an orange pole 
with a flag for increased visibility at 
night. 

Skrodzki has also found 
Lovegrove Street to be particularly 
vulnerable, and so he has made it a 
security priority for officers on duty. 





Skrodzki pointed out that in- 
cidents can occur despite these 
additions. “The best protection 
against crime is an informed and 
alert campus community that rec- 
ognizes situations that may be 
dangerous,” he said. 

“The security department will 
be promoting increased safety 
awareness to reduce or eliminate 
opportunities that allow student, 
faculty or staff to become poten- 
tial victims,” Skrodski said. 

Another difficulty Skrodzki 
faces is addressing the concerns 
of the class of 2009 and their par- 
ents, and to make them feel se- 
cure in a new, unfamiliar place. 
As the parent of two sons who are 
in college, Skrodzki shares these 
concerns as well. 

Hesaid, “Iam sensitive to [par- 
ents’] security expectations at 
Homewood. I consider the stu- 
dents at the university my ex- 
tended family and will use all my 
knowledge and skill to make a 
safe environment for them.” 

Skrodzki hopes that the 
Hopkins community will help him 
prevent crimes from happening by 
speaking to his office directly. His 
office will be working alongside the 
Office of the Dean of Student Life. 
Meetings will beheld on thesecond 
and fourth Tuesday of each month 
beginning September 27. During 
these discussions, students can 
speak with a member of Skrodzki’s 
staff about any security concern 
they may have. 

He also pointed out that the 
security department postsa Daily 
Incident Report on its website, as 
well as a daily safety tip for stu- 
dents that is associated with a re- 
cent crime on or around campus. 

Skrodzkiis dedicated to creat- 
ing a campus where every one 
feels completely safe. 

“When I hear that you see too 
many security officers and feel 
too safe at Hopkins, I will know 
my protective security mission is 
on the right track,” he said. 


Skrodski oversaw the installation of AMR dorm security devices. 
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Quad completion set for 2007 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
Run lot, also known as the R Lot, 
which is located at the corner of 
San Martin and Wyman Park 
Drive. 

The closing of the Garland 
parking lot will have a signifi- 
cant impact on pedestrian traf- 
fic, especially on students who 
normally walk across the lot to 
reach the Wyman Park Build- 
ing. 

“Unfortunately, there are go- 
ing to be some detours, but there 
are still ways to get to the Wyman 
Park Building. Students will need 
to go around Clark and Hodson 
Halls,” Nelson said. 

Nelson said that the best way 
to get to the Wyman Park Build- 
ing from the campus is via Bow- 
man Drive, which begins behind 
Levering, runs behind Clark and 
Hodson and ends in front of the 
Wyman Park Building. 

Nelson also said that due to 
the increased pedestrian traffic 
along Bowman Drive, the school 
is asking the city to install warn- 
ing signs and crosswalks along 
Wyman Park Drive, which stu- 
dents will have to cross to get to 
the Wyman Park Building. 

The project, which began over 
the summer, is scheduled to be 
completed sometime during the 
summer of 2007. According to 
Nelson, the project is still on 
schedule and is still projected to 
be completed on time. In addi- 
tion, the shuttles, which depart 
behind Shriver Hall, will not be 
interrupted by the construction 
next door. 

Students at Hopkins have ex- 
pressed mixed reactions to the 
construction. Ron Gorham, a 


sophomore who frequently 


crosses the Garland parking Lot, 
feels the temporary inconve- 
nience is worth it. 

“T know it will make it harder 
to get around fora while, but hav- 
ing anew quad andanewvisitors’ 
center will be great for the school,” 
he said. ; 

Holly Orr, a junior who also 
frequently crosses the lot, agrees. 
“In the short term, there are go- 
ing to be some inconveniences, 
but in the long term, I think it’s 
going to be very good. Having an 
underground parking lot is much 
better than having it above 
ground; there is alot more space,” 
Orr said. 

Formerly referred to as the 
South Quad, the Board of Trust- 
ees changed the name in June to 
honor Virginia Decker and her 
husband, Alonzo Decker of the 
Black & Decker Corporation, who 
died in 2002. 

Alonzo Decker served as a 
University trustee and counse- 











lor to the president for over 30 
years. He wasalso involved with 
the University’s fund-raising 
campaign in the 1970s. Virginia 


MARK MEHLINGER/NEWS-LETTER 
Proposal forthe Decker Quad construction project at Homewood. 


Decker has served as a member 
of the advisory council for the 
School of Professional Studies 
in Business and Education. 





New administrator 
to grow endowment 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al 
-an & Co. 

Hopkins spokesman Dennis 
O’Shea highlighted the many 
skills that make Crecelius a good 
fit for Hopkins’ financial sec- 
tor. 

“[She is] _investing- 
savvy...[andhas] atrack record 
of success. [She has a] familiar- 
ity with alternative investment 
strategies, which are more and 
more important to Johns 
Hopkins and to other institu- 
tional investors,” he said, also 
noting Crecelius’ experience in 
working for universities, both 
as an investment officerandasa 
faculty member. 

Crecelius’ appointment marks 
Hopkins’ first chief investment 
officer. The benefits that come 
from a successfully invested en- 
dowment are clear, but Hopkins 
has waited until now to create a 
CIO. 

“AS the market has become 
more complex, andas our invest- 
ment strategy has become more 
complex, it has become obvious 
thatthe jobs of treasurer and chief 
investment officer are just too big 
for one person to handle,” said 
O'Shea. 

“We've been very fortunate to 
have a most able treasurer in Bill 
Snow but, especially as he intends 
to retire in a year or so, nowis the 
time to make this move,” added 
O’Shea. 


The responsibilities of grow- 
ing the endowment were held by 
the Treasurer’s Office. 

Nowall university investments 
will be handled by Crecelius’ in- 
dependent office and staff. 

However, the Treasurer’s Of- 
fice will maintain such respon- 
sibilities as cash management, 
external financing, bank rela- 
tions, risk management and in- 
surance. 

According to James McGill, 
the Senior Vice President for Fi- 
nance and Administration at 
Hopkins, “In today’s investment 
world, the best returns tend to 
come from investments with 
smaller managers who are focused 
on particular areas of the mar- 


ket.” 


‘William Snow has been 
Hopkins’ treasurer since 1989 
and plans to retire at the end of 
this year. 3 

According to McGill, “Dr. 
Crecelius will build upon the work 
started by Dr. Snow to further 
diversify the endowment.” 

Snow claims that 30 percent of 

the University’s investments are 
in placed into alternative invest- 
ments. 
_ Such alternative investments 
include hedge funds, private eq- 
uity and managed futures. These 
options are quickly becoming one 
of the more profitable strategies 
for investing university endow- 
ments. oT oll oh 
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Welcome 
Back Week 
—9/8-9/16 


9/8, 8:00 PM- 9:00 PM Tom DeLuca, Hypnotist. O'Connor Recreation Center 
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9/9, 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM SAC Fair. Levering Hall Plaza 
5:00 PM — 6:00 PM RALPH O’CONNOR BirTHDAY Party. O'Connor Rec. Center 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM FUN TIME FOOTBALL Toss/SOCCER SHOOTOUT. O’ Connor Rec. Center 
8:00 PM — 9:00 PM JHU Pep Ratty. O'Connor Rec. Center 


8:00 PM — 10:00 PM 





UNDERPANTS sy Steve Martin. Presented by The Barnstormers, 





Swirnow Theater 
9:00 PM-12:00 mid THE LONGEST YARD. O’ Connor Rec. Center 
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9/10, 11:00 AM TAILGATE @ THE Circle. Rec. Center circle 
1:00 PM JHU FOOTBALL VS. RANDOLPH-MACON: JOIN THE NEST 
Half-time LAX 2005 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS PRESENTATION 
5:00 PM JHU FietD HOCKEY VS. WASHINGTON & LEE 
8:00 PM— 10:00 PM UNDERPANTS sy STEVE MARTIN. 
10:00 PM — 2:00 AM _ Wetcome BACK Party. Levering Hall- Hop Stop, Great Hall and Plaza 

































Sponsored by Student Council 
9/11, 11:00 AM -5:00 PM. ARUNDEL MILLS MALL ROOOAAAD TRIP. Buses from MSE. 
Sponsored by Orientation 


8:00 PM— 10:00 PM UNDERPANTS sy STEVE MARTIN. 
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9/16, 3:00 PM— 5:00 PM ~— Wetcome BAck BBQ, The Beach. 
Food, Music, The President and the Hopkins Hons. 


Get more information at http://web.jhu.edu/studentprograms/involvement 





Events Sponsored by Homewood Student Affairs (unless otherwise noted) 
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O’Malley’s March rocked Artscape in what has been rumored to be one of their final performances. 


Baltimore has an art attack 


BY GARRETT LEONARD 
THE JoHNs Hopkins News-LETTER 


While most students departed 
Charm City during the summer, 
those who remained were re- 
warded with a festival spanning 
several city blocks and a parking 
lot. The spacious fair was the 24th 
iteration of an annual event put 
on by the Baltimore Office of Pro- 
motion andthe Arts. Artscaperan 
from July 22 to July 24 and 
spanned Mt. Royal Street (just 
south of Penn Station) and large 
portions of the campuses of the 
Maryland Institute, College of Art 
(MICA) and the University of Bal- 
timore. 

Artscape started out as a rela- 
tively small festival put on by the 
Mayor’s Advisory Committee on 
Art and Culture, which would 
later merge to form the present- 
day Artscape organization. Its 
humble beginnings as a place for 
artists to show their wares would 
expand into a festival consisting 
of artists, musicians, film-mak- 
ers, trinket dealers and food 
stands. The festival now works 
closely with the Baltimore Mu- 
seum, local artists and colleges 
like MICA and the University of 
Baltimore. WBAL (an NBC-af- 
filiate) hasalso recently signed on 
asa television and radio sponsor. 
This year Artscape welcomed the 
fashion community with a collec- 
tion of local designers showing off 

their wares on the runway. The de- 
~ signers included 79 Clothing and 
the Hardy Project. Designs from 
the Edge, whose Oh, Said Rose! 
store is located in Hamden, were 
also present in the fashion show. 

My Artscape experience com- 
menced at the DJ Culture Stage, 
located only a few yards from the 

busy traffic of Charles Street. The 
sounds of motor vehicles were 


drowned out by the retro dance 
music of Baltimore’s own 
Afrobeat Society. The group, 
formed by saxophone player 
Chris Pumphrey, consisted of 
around 20 people:a group ofbrass 
players, a cadre of female dancers 
and the strong vocals of Tom 
Boram. After the concert, I toured 
the artisan tents, stopping every 
so often to peer at the paintings, 
sculptures, hand-made jewelery, 
clothing and metal works of local 
artists. I found the Maryland Film 
Festival tent and watched some 
short films by local artists along 
with the premiere of Don 
Hertzfeldt’s new animated film, 
The Meaning of Life. I also 
watched part of a fashion show 
before proceeding onto the food 
area. 

Even though Artscape is prima- 
rily an art show, food took up a 
sizable amount of space at the festi- 
val. Because of this, some critics 
accuse Artscape of giving arta back 
seat to its food offerings. A group of 
such critics organized Foodscape, 
asatirical show that showedart and 
had no food. 

Aftermy experienceat Artscape, 
however, I felt critics were treating 
the festival unfairly, since food is 
justanothergreataspectoftheover- 
all festival experience. I enjoyed the 
largeselection offood ranging from 
classic hot dogs to exotic cuisine. 
There was the usual fare you'd ex- 
pect at an open-air festival, like 
Polish sausages, fried dough and 
Italian ice. 

I found myself enjoying pieces 
offriedalligator and sippinga metal 
mug’s worth of Wild Bill’s Olde 
Fashion Soda as I listened to a trio 
of disgruntled graphics artists per- 
forming on the University of Balti- 
morestage. The band, Double Dag- 
ger, consisted of MICA students 
and played hardcore punk rock 


while screaming about the troubles 
of graphic art. 

The famous R&B band Boyz II 
Men performed on the massive 
Sun/Live! Stage on the 1400 block 
of Cathedral Street. They drew a 
large crowd, as did other notable 
performers suchas Shaggy, Busy in 
Green and Stand of Time. Balti- 
more Mayor Martin O’Malley’s 
band, O’Malley’s March, per- 
formed for Artscapers on Satur- 
day. It was rumored to be one of 
O’Malley’slast performancesasthe 
pressures of running for Maryland 
Governorthreaten to endhis Celtic 
rock career. 

Next year will be the 25th an- 
niversary of Artscape, and Tracy 
Baskerville, the communications 
director of the Baltimore Office 
of Promotion and the Arts, says 
that organizers are looking to do 
something special. Although she 
was scant on details, she did sug- 
gest that certain new successful 
trends in Artscape are going to be 
expanded upon. The DJ Culture 
Stage, which was added this year 
to make a total of four perfor- 
mance stages, will definitely stay. 
In addition, due to concerns that 
the festival lacked activities for 
kids, the children’s section will 
continue to expand. 

According to Baskerville,‘at its 
core, Artscape still sticks to its 
original roots. “It’s about being 
able to visit the artist market and 
talking to the artist about their 
wares,” she said. “Whether you 
are looking for paintings or 
jewelery or sculptures, you get to 
talk to the artists and buy original 
atta 

Her sentiments mirror what I 
felt Artscape does best: It pro- 
vides a picture of the eclectic art 
community that has thrived in 
Baltimore for years, all in a fun 
summer festival environment. 





Summer lovir’ 
leads to learning 


ometimes to make things 

more palatable, people 

refer to this as a “rela 

tionship column” or, if 

they’re feeling really racy, 
a “sex and relationship column.” 
For anyone who has read past col- 
umns, plans on reading future ones 
or has dated me, you know rela- 
tionships are not my strong suit. 

Truthfully, anyone can give the 
same basic relationship advice: 
Good ones involve communica- 
tion, respecting the other person 
and often a good pair ofnon-metal 
handcuffs. Bad relationships sim- 
ply bypass the first two and at worst 
don’t include any of the three. 
This summer, I’ve been mildly 

frustrated at some of the (fresh- 
man) mistakes ve made, so 
somewhat in jest, I made a pact 
with a friend one night. She 
brought up 


ever numbers they would like to 
engage. 

5. I will encourage others to join 
me in my beliefs and activities. 
Signed: 

Please feel free to cut this out, 
sign and distribute copies to oth- 
ers, especially freshmen and those 
who just look like they still might 
have their virginity intact. Those 
who have attended Bush’s Inaugu- 
ral Ball can still participate. 

Surprise: the pledge didn’tlast 
for me. It might have had some- 
thing to do with the fact that I 
appreciate the other sex a bit too 
much, and I didn’t need a pledge 
to remind me of that. 

What I did learn this sum- 
mer, other than that chastity 
pledges aren’tall they re cracked 
up to be, is that ’ve only come 
so far since freshman year. In 

fairness, I’ve 





something I 
hadn’t seen ina 
while from 
etapa of 
www.technical 
virgin.com. We 
had been so 
thoroughly an- 
noyed with guys 
over the sum- 
mer, and seeing 
as how biology 
preventsusfrom 
switching teams, 
we thought of 
the next best 
thing: going 
without for a 
while in an at- 
tempt to appre- 
ciate the other gender again. Here 

was the basic pledge: 

I, the undersigned, believe that: 

1. Playing hide the salami/hori- 
zontal hokie-pokie is not in reality 
achildren’s game, and its possible 
consequences should be postponed 
as long as possible — until mar- 
riage or a time in college that I 
(with a blood alcohol level of less 
than .08) deem appropriate. 
However: 

2. I believe that orgasms are an 
importantand fun part ofahealthy 
life, and I will help all of those who 
request assistance in knowing why. 

3. I believe that masturbation 
should be encouraged among males 
(although they don’t really need the 
boost) and females (who very likely 
doneedit) ofallages, both bymanual 
methods and with the use of what- 
ever floats their boats. 

4, I believe that sharing orgasms 
with others via manual, oral and 
anal sex between consenting part- 
ners — whether with members of 
the same or opposite sex (provid- 
ing proper safety techniques are 
utilized) — is a desirable activity 
for myself and my peers in what- 


JESS 








Orgasmic 
Chemistry 


learned some 
things: I kind of 
like Baltimore, 
and I know not to 
use the condoms 
from the health 
center. (Just don’t. 
They're better 
than nothing but 
not by much.) But 
I still make the 
mistake, from 
time to time, of 
settling down too 
quickly. 

Recently a 
friendof mine was 
trying to decideifshe 
could “grow tolikea 
friend” who liked 
her more than that. She now has 
this quote in her AIM profile: 
“Some people are settling down; 
some peopleare settling. Andsome 
people refuse to settle for anything 
less than butterflies.” Okay, it’s 
sappy, but that’s what AIM profiles 
are for. 

A skepticism about settling 
down does not, of course, excuse 
the2a.m.rushatPJ’sofgoinghome 
with any guy or girl who can handle 
a lax stick. We will all watch and 
mock you (and then go do it our- 
selves). But if there is one bit of 
relationship advice I do feel quali- 
fied to give, it’s this: Behonestwhen 
it’s over. Go ahead and admit, “No, 
I really don’t think this is going 
anywhere, and nope, I don’t really 
want it to.” 

Thisisn’tarelationship column, 
but right there you have the first of 
the three pillars of a good relation- 
ship: communication. Respect 
should come on its own. As for the 
handcuffs, well, we’re on a college 
campus — when you're ready 
they'll be there. Now the question I 
can help you with is: Do you know 
what to do with them? 
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Learning how to simply live in Paris 


twas Christmas 2004. I was 

at a typical Hansen Family 

Christmas Party, and all 

was going well. [had holed 

myselfup inacornerto play 
Life with some cousins with a 
double-rum cup of eggnog. I saw 
my aunts and uncles hovering, 
about to come over and ask ques- 
tions about my future. 

[realized that I had to take con- 
trol of the situation. Istood up ona 
chair and announced to the world 
that I was pursuing a Master’s de- 
gree in fashion merchandising. 
Once my father awoke from faint- 
ing, I whispered to him, “I’msorry, 
I just couldn’t handle the thought 
of fielding any more questions 
about Sciences Po and Paris.” 

In the two years I spent before 
arriving here in Paris, most every 
social occasion was full of tortur- 
ous conversation. I'd rather have 
my family think that I'll spend my 
life managing a Gap than sit 
through conversations about 
everyone’s opinion about Paris, 
France, or the French. 

Why does no one have a neu- 
tral opinion about Paris? Of all the 
capitals in the world, it seems to be 





the only one that has registered in 
every American’s mindsostrongly, 
for better or for worse. It evokes 
such visceral responses — either 
eye-gougingly boring conversa- 
tions about personal experiences 
or about a halfa dozen false preju- 
dices about Pari- 
sians and the 
French. 

Before I knew 
Id be starting a 
Master’s in Paris, 
everything was 
smooth at these 
awkward cocktail 
parties. I had per- 
fected the re- 
sponses that ended small talk. 

In high school I learned to say 
that wanted to “go to state.” While 
at Hopkins, I learned to just say 
that, yes, Iwas going to bea doctor. 
Going into a B.A./M.A. program 
that I can barely understand my- 
self, I was worried about giving a 
deadpan responsetoboringminds. 
Luckily, I don’t really have to 
worry about explaining my study, 
because after all, no one really 
cares. 

It’s just that getting past the 


FRANCESCA 





Down e& Out 
In Paris 


word “Paris” is impossible. 
“Oh, Par-is,” they say, their eyes 
lighting up. This is the most com- 
monreaction: “the Swooner.” Not 
surprisingly, swooners are mostly 
women, ranging from girls chan- 
neling one of the approximately 
10,000 romantic 
movies set in 
Paris to a middle 
aged woman re- 
memberingsome 
hot and heavy 
weekendas a stu- 
dent. Would itbe 
acrime if I didn’t 
fall in love with 
someone over the 
nexttwo years? Yes, absolutely. Ac- 
cording to the Swooner school, 
Paris is not for study; Paris is for 
sex. 

The second may be the more 
honest response. Those who man- 
age not to wet their panties at the 
word “Paris” ask me where I'll be 
studying. The title of my school is 
something like La Fondation 
Nationale des Etudes Politiques. 
Not only does this sound preten- 
tious, itmakeseveryone’seyes glaze 
over. 


The shorter, more commonly 
used version is “Sciences Po,” (See- 
on-suh Po) which sounds some- 
thing like the lost Teletubby. After 
saying I’m studying ata school that 
soundslikea felt PBS character, my 
grande écolejust soundslikea good 
excuse for a visa. 

According to popular culture, 
there is only one school in Paris, 
and that is the Sorbonne. Sorry, if 
they haven’t made knock off 
sweatshirts of your school that 
are sold at tourist shops, it’s not 
legit. 

The most refreshing question 
came from a friend who asked, “Is 
it one of those master’s programs 
where you basically pay for a di- 
ploma?” I gave her a hug when she 
said that. It was so nice to be asked 
an honest question, rather than to 
hear people say, “Oh, Par-is, huh? 
Glug!” Or, “You're just there to 
have fun, right?” 

Muchlikesex, peoplehave done 
more than drink in Paris. 
Finally, since I’ve arrived in Paris, I 
am happy to say that ’ve come up 
with the best response of all. When 
anyoneasks what!I’m doingin Paris, 
I simply respond, “T live here.” 


Buy a Mac. Get a free iPod mini. And with your everyday education discount save up to $479.** But act now. 
The offer is only good from June 28 through September 24, 2005. Take advantage of this offer at an Apple Store 
near you or online at www.apple.com/go/backtoschool. 


“Offer is for qualified Apple Education individual end-user purchasers only, Excludes 12-inch iBook with CD-ROM drive, eMac, and Mac mini models. Rebate is for Up to $179 off of an iPod, iPod mini, or iPod photo (excludes 


or visit www.apple.com/: 


2005 Cover-Letter 


HOT TO TROT? 
LET US KNOW. 











45479 savings based on 5300 education discount on purchase of a 17-inch PowerBook and $179 rebate on a qualifying Pod. TM and © 2005 Apple Computer Inc All tah esse eo ee! Aditional terms apply. See Official Offer Coupon 





s9tt2!-i9gvol 2cons 


2005 Cover-Letter 


aaria.\-2wall evinqos evyol aa 


THe Jouns Hopkins News-Letter 


2A 


Or 


COS 8 r1ecmosaa2 


September 8, 2005 A9 





Visual Music 
exhibit stuns 


BY IRIS CHAN 
THE JoHNS Hopkins News-LETTER 


The Hirshhorn Museum in 
Washington, D.C. has aspired to 
provide its patrons with art in an 
array of unusual media, an ambi- 
tion that the gallery’s current ex- 
hibit, Visual Music, fulfills beauti- 
fully. An especially successful and 
coherent collection of 20th century 
pieces, Visual Music will awaken, 
energize and synchronize your 
senses. It’s also your best opportu- 
nity to explore the theory of synes- 
thesia, which deals with the ability 
of two different sensations, such as 
sight and sound, to merge with one 
another. The effectis dizzying, daz- 
zling and disorienting—in a word, 
sublime. 

The exhibit is divided into six 
mediums: painting, photography, 
film, light projection, computer 
graphics and immersive environ- 
ments. To start off, the show pre- 

sents a variety of paintings that do 
indeed inspire mental music. Pass- 
ing paintings by Georgia O’Keeffe 
— such as Music — Pink and Blue 
II — evokes the delicately melan- 
choly sound of the sea lapping 
against a rocky shore. The 
exhibition’s several pictures by 
Russian master Wassily Kandinsky, 
with their dense splotches of color, 
watery lines and patches of thin, 
veil-like paint, suggest a music that 
soars with rough urgency one mo- 
mentand whispers quietly the next. 

Out of context, in a different 
showcase or a permanent collec- 
tion, these paintings would never 
raise the questions they do in this 
exhibit. For example: What exactly 
is man’s relationship with music? 
How can something as simple as 
repeated vibrations of air enliven 
us, inspire us, move us? And can it 
be transmitted aptly through ab- 
stract art? Visual Music does not 
take pains to answer any questions, 
butit doesan excellent job of point- 
ing out that the two mysteries of 
music and visual creation are 
closely related. 

From paintings, the exhibit 
cuts to film. Each of the gallery’s 
featured pieces expresses an in- 
nate pulsation that is the union of 
movement and music. Most im- 
pressive are the crude, black and 
white movies from the twenties 
by the likes of Viking Eggeling 
and Walter Ruttman that wreak 
havoc on the pupils but delight 

the imagination. In one, an army 
of white blocks on a black screen 
imitates a symphony through flits, 
flutters, bounces, sashays, snaps 
and marches. 

These early black and white 
films, using just light, darkness 
anda delicacy of movement, both 


weave together melodies and 
rhythms and express volume. 
They put the later color films by 
Jordan Belson and James Whitney 
to shame; in comparison, these 
projects are literal and heavy- 
handed. 

Next, Visual Music segues from 
film to a display of machine-pro- 
ducedlightprojectionscalled “color 
organs.” Also known as “color 
music,” “mobile color” or “lumia,” 
these are the most intriguing and 
odd pieces in the exhibit. Popular- 
ized by artists like Thomas Wilfred 
in the mid-20th century, each color 
organis displayed ona flat screenin 
a darkened room. Designated 
“Study in Depth” by Wilfred, these 
organs are unaccompanied by mu- 
sic. Instead, like the paintings, they 
choose to haunt the viewer with an 
ambiguous suggestion of sound. 

Theexhibit ends witha dymanic 
example of installation art by Jen- 

nifer Steinkamp, set in a darkened 
room on two ten-foot screens. In 
this 1995 piece, simply entitled 
“Swell,” bullets of blue, purple and 
yellow are projected with a dizzy- 
ing, video game-like effect. Zoom- 
ing, shooting and buzzing noises 
bombard the ears. Beautifully dis- 
orienting and glowing, Steinkamp’s 
creation provides an experience 
akin to what I imagine flying 
through a star would be like. 

Visual Music, while inspired 
in concept, is not perfectly ex- 
ecuted. Among other things, its 
selection of paintings is at times 
clumsy, even misguided. Though 
Kandinsky is often held up as an 
practitioner of the synesthesia 
theory, his painting is too heavily 
represented. 

At other times, it seems as 
though the Hirshhorn’s curator 
simply chose any art piece with 
the words “song,” “music” or 
“aria” in thetitle. The Hirshhorn’s 
open, fluid space is perfect for 
more conventional exhibitions, 
but harmful to an exhibit like 
Visual Music. Symphonies clash 
with computer-generated white 
noise; bossa novas clash with si- 
lence. 

Yet despite its faulty presenta- 
tion, the exhibit in its entirety be- 
wilders. Walking through Visual 
Music, your senses are bruised and 
the flexibility of your mind is 
tested to its limit. This is a show- 
case that illuminates a shred of 
the delirious and frenzied glory 
of synesthesia and artistic cre- 
ation. The union and merging of 
sound and sight into one sense is 
never completely achieved — it 
may well be impossible — but the 
sample whiff that Visual Music 
offers is sure to leave you hungry 

for more. 








BY LISA CAREY 
Tue JoHNns Hopkins News-LeTTer 


I’'d seen Pablo Francisco on 
“Comedy Central Presents” and 
fell in love with his quirky sound- 
effects routine. Now he was com- 
ing to the Improv in Baltimore, 
where I could experience the 
magic live. 

Billed as “America’s Origi- 
nal Comedy Showcase and Res- 
taurant,” the Improv is a suc- 
cessful franchise with over 
twenty locations in the U.S., 
Canadaand England. Ithas been 
the launching pad for many 
comics, including Robin Will- 
iams, Adam Sandler, Jerry 
Seinfeld and Drew Carey. 

The Baltimore location is in 
the Power Plant area, right near 
Bar Baltimore and Have a Nice 
Day Café. Its walls are com- 
pletely covered with 
autographed posters of famous 
comedians, some dating back to 
the establishment’s opening in 
the 60s. When I entered, I felt 
like I was walking in the pres- 
ence of greatness. 

It was a Thursday night show, 
since Friday and Saturday shows 
are 21 and up. That didn’t, how- 
ever, keep the place from being 
filled to capacity. 

The audience was almost en- 
tirely college-aged kids and hada 
comfortable, relaxed atmosphere. 
They were also psyched about the 
headliner; a few people were imi- 
tating Pablo’s famous girly line, 
“What’s going on?” 

Of course the first opener 





wasn’t funny; I actually don’t 


ZEEE 











think they are allowed to be. He 
did typical pothead and driv- 
ing-while-intoxicated jokes. I 
don’t get it; is hearing the same 
tired jokes actually supposed to 
make them funnier? 

The evening, however, was 
saved by the second opener. Erik 
Meyers, a Baltimore native who 
looks like a mouse and talks like 


Pablo’s signature 
talent is his 
ridiculously 


amazing sound 


effects. 





he’s high on helium, warmed the 
audience up with self-effacing 
humor and jokes about our be- 
loved city. The line of the night 
was definitely: “I went to 
Hammerjack’s the other night, 
or as I like to call it: Herpes, the 
Musical!” 

Thencame Pablo. Runningonto 
the stage, he looked like he needed 
a haircut and a shower but hid it 
under a baseball hat that stayed 
glued to his head all night. But that 
was easily overlooked oncehe dove 
into his act. 

Pablo’s signature talent is his 
ridiculously amazing sound ef- 
fects. He imitated R&B music, 


COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.PABLOFRANCISCO.COM 
An energetic Pablo Francisco performed for a crowd packed with college students at the Improv. 


Comedian Pablo Francisco 
laughs it up at the Improv 


Latino music, black guys, white 
girls, Hispanic guys and girls, 
Keanu Reeves, and of course, the 
movie-voice man. 

He was also completely ADD 
and would interrupt his own jokes 
to make trumpet noises and 
whistle. 

That evening, he made Latino 
music and mimiced his room- 
mate’s having sex, serenaded 
girls with R&B, drove a van 
blasting Latino music, and 
simulated Viagra-driven geriat- 
ric intercourse. 

The show was chock-full of 
of sex and Latino music, but his 
sound effects were so incredible 
and random that it never got 
old. Most of the act consisted of 
recent material to promote his 
new CD, “Bits and Pieces.” 

The whole night climaxed 
with thunderous applause as 
Pablo told his last joke. In his 
amazing, booming movie-nar- 
rator voice, while doing an in- 
place slow motion run that 
would have made David 
Hasselhoff die of jealousy, he 
deadpaned, “Arnold 
Schwarzenegger...is...Little Tor- 
tilla Boy!” 

The showlasted fora solid two 
hours. Though the three comics 
were in the hall after Pablo’s set 
selling merchandise, signing au- 
tographs and hugging their fans, 

Thad to fork over $20 for admis- 
sion, plus more cash for expen- 
sive drinks. 

Upcoming acts at the Improv 
in September and October jare 
Tommy Davidson, Richard 
Lewis, and Greg Lausch. 
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The Constant Gardener 
brings smarts to suspense 


BY PATRICK KENNEDY 
THE JoOHNs Hopkins News-LETTER 


Fora political thriller, The Con- 
stant Gardener accomplishes a lot: 
Director Fernando Meirelles has 
managed to weave together corpo- 
rate corruption, mature romance 
and humanitarian urgency in a 
medley as smooth as it is credible. 
Considering this thematic com- 
plexity, you might forget that The 
Constant Gardener is essentially a 
textbook undercover globetrotter 
adapted from bestselling suspense 
writer John le Carré’s novel of the 
same name. 

Underneath the stylistic punch 
of Mr. Meirelles’ filmmaking, a 
gritty mix of pop sensibility and 
extreme emotion, The Constant 
Gardener is as black-and-white as 
its Cold Warancestors. And yet, its 
portraits of hardy goodness and 
universal menace make it a chal- 
lenging, even disconcerting piece 
of cinema. I like to think that Mr. 
Meirelles and his leading man, 
Ralph Feinnes, are talented enough 
to turn the suspense genre on its 
head. But that’s not their aim. 

Instead, they face us with a tale 
of innocence lost and courage 
gained that speaks loudly to our 
current political dystopia. As The 
Constant Gardener opens, we are 


introduced to the unlikely hero of 
Mr. Meirelles’ story, a mild-man- 
nered British diplomat and ama- 
teur gardener named Justin Quayle 
(Ralph Feinnes). Bitby bit, welearn 
ofhis passionate, though seemingly 
fragile marriage —atthesametime 
that Mr. Meirelles uncovers the de- 
tails of the murder of Justin’s wife, 
Tessa (Rachel Weisz). From Justin 
and Tessa’s first encounter at a for- 
eign policy lecture to shots of their 
lifein Kenya, where Tessa provides 
medical care to the nation’s im- 
poverished, even the brightest 
scenes are infected with tragedy. 

His affable reserve turned to a 
quiet mourning, Justin slowly be- 
gins to revisit Tessa’s death. Al- 
most inevtiably, he finds that 
Tessa’s demise was not simply an 
act of wanton violence, but the 
product of a corporate conspiracy 
that her research threatened to un- 
wind, Distraughtthough dedicated 
to Tessa’s legacy, Justin departs 
from Kenya to uncover the-evils 
that Tessa recognized. 

Perhaps the greatest success of 
The Constant Gardener is that it 
allotsto multinational corporations 
the shadowy evil-empire status the 
U.S.S.R once held. I really don’t 
want to reveal the details of Tessa’s 
discovery here. Exploited interna- 
tional aid, questionable HIV treat- 


ment policies and sophisticated 
blackmail all lie atits core. Let’s just 
say that this conspiracy makes the 
U.N’s Food-for-Oil scandal look 
like child’s play. 

Ofcourse, this grasp ofthe mod- 
ern world’s worst impulses should 
surprise nobody. Lest we forget, 
Mr. Meirelles directed City of God, 
the chronicle of a nefarious Rio de 
Janero: slum where soccer, drug 
running, and gang warfare were the 
sports of choice. Widely hailed, the 
Brazilian director’s loosely auto- 
biographical early effort was an ag- 
gressive piece of contemporary 
folklore, as is The Constant Gar- 
dener. Both look into the face of 
humanity at its most depraved and 
deprived but never abandon the 
idea that goodness just might sur- 
vive. 

In The Constant Gardener, the 
task of communicating this moral 
courage falls first to Tessa, then Jus- 
tin. Outspokenly idealistic, Ms. 
Weisz’s character distinguishes 
herselfasmorethanaset-piece mar- 
tyr. Complementing her perfor- 
mance is a supporting cast that in- 
cludes Justin’s scheming associate 
(Danny Huston), Tessa’s affable co- 
worker (Herbert Kounde), and a 
beleaguered doctorfrom the Sudan 
(Pete Postlethwaite). 

But this is Mr. Feinnes’ show. A 


White Stripes newest release 
shows versatility and maturity 


BY BEN KALLMAN 
Tue JoHNs Hopkins News-Letter 


Get Behind MeSatan, morethan 
any of The White Stripes’ previous 
albums, is a shift away from their 
normally minimalist garage rock 
into the uncharted territory of the 
marimba. The charismatic White 
duo is almost completely un- 
plugged, opting for acoustic gui- 
tars, tambourines, pianos and the 
like. The effects of Jack White’s col- 
laboration with Loretta Lynn ap- 
pear prominently on several 
tracks, including “Little Ghost,” 
which features not only a banjo 
but also a most noticeable hoe- 
down twang. 

But Satan isn’t lacking in the 
genuine rock the duo is known 
for; it’s simply less rough and 
unpolished. Tracks like “The De- 
nial Twist” and the oft-played 
“Blue Orchid” highlight theamaz- 
ing things the Whites can still do 
with nothing buta bass drum and 
an electric guitar. The album’s 
more professional feel is a direct 


reflection of the matured quality 
of Jack White’s voice. On previ- 
ous albums (Elephant, White 
Blood Cells), there was a di- 
chotomy in White’s vocals: either 
fastidiously hard-rock or 
stripped-down melancholy. On 
Get Behind Me Satan, White pro- 
vides more nuances to his sing- 
ing. 

While one no longer has the 
feeling that White records in a 
dank basement somewhere in 
Detroit, it’s still easy to feel the 
sheer power and the spontaneity 
in his voice and his lyrics. An ex- 
ample is “Forever For Her (Is 
Over For Me).” The lyrical 
premise is simple: “I blewit / And 
if | knew what to do/ Then I'd do 
it,” laments White, who said in a 
recent Rolling Stone interview 
that the idea came to him after a 
phone conversation that ended 
poorly. It could easily have 
turned into a whiny and plaintive 
rant, but it’s rescued by White’s 
ability to putan angry edge on what 
starts offas an apologetic make-up 





COURTESY OF HTTP:// 
WWW.AMAZON.COM 

The White Stripes follow up “El- 
ephant”’ withanew 2005 release. 


song, thereby saving it from the 
sizzling inferno in which its clichéd 
brethren burn. 

However, the album is not 
flawless. With a few too-long and 
oddly bipolar songs (not to men- 
tion a strange 40-second feminist 
rant featuring Meg White’s be- 
low-par vocals), it fizzles out a bit 
at the end. Even so, the first half of 
the album, with gems like “My 
Doorbell” and “The Nurse,” more 
than makes up for the second 
half’s shortcomings. 
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Ralph Feinnes and Rachel Weisz star in Meirelles’ new thriller. 


smart reprise of his role in The En- 
glish Patient, Justin slides with as- 
tounding credibility from behind- 
the-scenes bureaucrat to upfront 
whistle-blower. Ifhe fades into the 
surroundings, it’s onlya testament 
to how well Mr. Feinnes can make 
abrooding, difficult piece of acting 
seem natural. 

Paired with the other recent 
suspense pieces in its league, The 
Constant Gardener doesn’t quite 
achieve the rampantfeeling of The 
Quiet American or crisp dyna- 


mism of the Bourne franchise. Yet 
there is always Mr. Meirelles’ tal- 
ent, which can transform aslum’s 
rooftops or a birds flying over a 
dried-out lake into shots of art. 
This directorial ingenuity is 
enough to make The Constant 
Gardener worthwhile. But at a 
time when we would like to es- 
cape the horrors of the news cycle, 
Mr. Meirelles reminds his view- 
ers that each global tragedy is the 
aggregate of many, many personal 
losses. 


GET IN ON THE JOKE! 


Gan a 


“HANDS DOWN THE 


FUNNIEST OF THE YEAR! 
IT MAY BE THE FIRST 


FEEL-G 


OOD MOVIE MADE” 


OUT OF FECAL MATTER!” 


DAVID ANSEN, NEWSWEEK 


“HOW MANY COMEDIANS 


DOES IT TAKE TO SCREW ~ 
WITH AN UPTIGHT LWORLD?” 


JOE WILLIAMS, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


"You LL LAUGH TILL IT HURTS!” 


ETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


UNO HED): STE ere iat 


OLENCE, UNSPE AK Al 
CSc ALTE 


GOLDEN sonta er EMERY 


www. 
COMAIGE seahorse THINKF ili 


THE CHARLES 


MUVICO EGYPTIAN 24 


THY N. Charles St. 410 727-FILM At Arundel Mis 449 755-9990 


NO ONE UNDER I8 ADMITTED 





2005 Cover-Letter 


THE Jouns Hopkins. News-Letter 


September.8, 2005 Ait 





Womens teams 
start off strong 


BY JASON FARBER AND 
ZACH GOODMAN 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-LeTTER 


Strong showings in the first 
week of the season for Hopkins’ 
women’s volleyball, cross-coun- 
try and soccer teams will hope- 
fully bode well for the female Blue 
Jays this fall, with all three teams 
hoping to continue their success 
into the later months. 

The women’s soccer team 
came into the season ranked No. 
2 in the Centennial Conference, 
scoring just one point less in the 
coaches’ poll than Gettysburg, 
who narrowly defeated the Jays 
last year, 4-3, in the conference 
championships. The year after 
amassing 16 wins, the second 
most in the history of the pro- 
gram, Hopkins is poised for re- 
venge, returning eight starters. 

The Blue Jays’ squad of vet- 
erans includes last year’s two 
leading scorers, senior Megan 
McIntosh and sophomore Kim 
Lane, both of whom netted ten 
goals in 2004. On the other side 
of the field, the Jays expect 
strong contributions from jun- 
ior defender Lindsey Kimura, 
who was a first-team All Mid- 
Atlantic selection last year, and 
senior goalie Jen Goebel, a co- 
captain of the team, who led the 
conference last season with eight 
shutouts. 

Goebel pocketed another two 
shutouts in this year’s first three 
games, silencing the offenses from 
Oneonta State, ranked fifth by the 
National Soccer Coaches’ Asso- 
ciation of America’s preseason 
poll, and Stevens Tech. The Jays 
enter their game against Wash- 
ington & Lee on Saturday with a 
perfect 3-0 record. 

Blue Jay volleyball returns sev- 
eral proven stars who took the 
team to the Centennial Confer- 
ence championship game against 
Gettysburg, but they will look to 
their new additions to put the 
team over the edge. Senior team 
leaders Katie O’Callaghan and Jen 
Hajj, both approaching the 1,000 
kill mark, will use their experi- 
ence to try to steer the team back 
to the title game. 

But the team’s ultimate suc- 
cess may rest on the five-foot- 
ten-inch frame of freshman set- 
ter Amanda Lewis, who will need 
to adjust immediately to playing 
akey role on the team in her first 
days as a college athlete. 

Our team’s success is going 
tobemeasured very closely to the 
Setter’s position and Amanda’s 
Success,” said head coach Scott 
Pennewill to http:// 
www.hopkinssports.com. 


The Jays christened the season 
by dispatching Goucher College 
in a sweep, recording victories of 
14 points or more in all three 
games, with Lewis pocketing 37 
assists inher first collegiate match. 
They then beat Marymount in a 
five game squeaker and promptly 
swept the Asics/JHU Invitational 
to cruise to a 5-0 record. 

Looking to improve on their 
6-12 2004 season, Blue Jay field 
hockey will bring a brand new 
style toa brand new field. Making 
a radical change, the Jays will in- 
corporate anew “cover” position 
between the midfield and defense 
that will act as on-field leader 
during transitions. Taking over 
the newposition is seniorand star 
player Meighan Roose, an expe- 
rienced leader who should quickly 
adjust to the athletic and mental 
demands of the position. 

The Jays will transition to their 
new style on Homewood’s 
Sportexe Momementum 51 turf, 
the same state-of the-art surface 
used by the Baltimore Ravens. The 
better shock-absorbing playing 
field comes as a welcome change 
after 25 years on the now-archaic 
AstroTurf. 

However, the surface has yet 
to have the opportunity to help 
the team, as they have taken off to 
a slow 1-2 start in three away 
games. They will play their home 
opener this Saturday at 5 p.m. 
against Washington & Lee. 

The women’s cross country 
team notched an auspicious 
start to the season, finishing in 
second place at the Baltimore 
Metro Invitational, barely los- 
ing to Division I cross-town ri- 
val Towson University. Pacing 
the way for the Blue Jays were 
sophomores Angela Kaon and 
Javi Hartenstine, who placed 
third and fourth in the race, re- 
spectively. 

The Jays also received a no- 
table contribution from its new- 
comers. Two freshmen, Emma 
Hizaand Bhavna Abbi, joined the 
pair of sophomores inthe top ten, 
respectively nabbing sixth and 
eighth place at the meet. With a 
score of 32, the team ran its best 
Invitational in recent memory, 
eclipsing last year’s 61 by 29 
points. 

Hopkins enters the season 
practically unscathed by gradua- 
tion, and the young team hopes 
to bounce back from a disap- 
pointing eight-place finish at the 
Centennial Conference champi- 
onship meetlast November. They 
next face competition on Septem- 
ber 17 at the Green Terror Chal- 
lenge, hosted by McDaniel Col- 
lege. 
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Junior running back Mark Nesbitt and the Jays football team hope to reclaim the conference title. 


Men prepare for winning fall 


BY JOHN MONAGAN 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Letter 


Attempting to equal the high 
of a national championship is a 
daunting task for all sides of the 
Johns Hopkins athletics program, 
but with an outstanding potential 
for excellence, the men’s fall 
lineup is primed to take the ath- 
letic spotlight on the Homewood 
campus. The Johns Hopkins foot- 
ball team and the men’s soccer 
team have both been predicted to 
win the Centennial Conference 
by their respective coaches’ polls, 
setting a precedent foran exciting 
few months at Homewood Field. 

Coming off of three consecu- 
tive co-Centennial Conference 
Championships, the football 
team has high expectations for 
the season ahead. After losing 
ten starters from their team last 
year, the Blue Jays will have to 
rely on their stingy defense, 
which returns eight starters, to 
keep their opponents off the 
scoreboard. Their season open- 
ing win over Rochester was very 
indicative of the type of perfor- 
mance Blue Jay fans can look 
forward to in the season ahead. 
While the defense held Roches- 
ter to only one late touchdown, 
the Blue Jay offense looked 
rather stagnant, save for place- 
kicker Ben Scott. Scott picked 
up where he left off last year, 
kicking three field goals, includ- 
ing a game-winner with one sec- 
ond left from 37 yards out. 

The Hopkins defense will 
center around their skilled line- 
backers. Senior Max Whitacre 
and junior Matt Hagel, both 
picked to the all-conference 
team last year, return to the out- 
side linebacker position. Senior 
Mike Barrasso, who amassed 77 
tackles last season, keeps the 
inside of the linebacker corps 
strong along with seniors Adam 


Luke and Mike Aynardi. 

The Blue Jays offense enters 
the season with questions sur- 
rounding the quarterback posi- 
tion. Looking to lead the offen- 
sive unit are two seniors, Zach 
Dilonno and Brian Schiller. 
Dilonno got the start in the sea- 
son opener against Rochester, 
but in the pre-season practice 
the coaches were not sure which 
player would get the starting 
nod. 

The men’s soccer team returns 
from a trip to the final four last 
season with high hopes for the 
season ahead. They were picked 
to finish first in the Centennial 
Conferenceandarecurrently 11th 
in the nation. With the loss of co- 
captain and All-American goalie 
Gary Kane Jr., the Blue Jays need 
to fill the hole in goal before their 
opponents do. 

Optimistically, the Blue Jays 
return eight starters, including 
senior defenseman and return- 
ing captain Traver Davis, and 
the team’s top scorer, senior for- 
ward Steve Read. Read was se- 
lected to the all-conference team 
after tallying eight goals and two 
assists in the 2004 season. 
Among the returning players are 
eight seniors and seven juniors, 
giving the team a core of ac- 
complished athletes who have 
played in big games before and 
know how to win important 
matches. 

In addition to Read, the Blue 
Jays look to senior midfielder 
ManbajGiland junior midfielder 
Ben McAbee to lead the team of- 
fensively. Gilwas the second lead- 
ing goal scorer last year, and 
McAbee is returning from an in- 
jury that left him out of the 2004 
campaign. Freshmen Matt 
Carlson and Ethan Mulligan 
stand outin animpressive recruit- 
ing class fighting for starting 
spots. 


Other key returnees include 
seniors Jeremy Jacobson, Aaron 
Blynn, Jeff Grosser and Edmond 
Wyballie. All three of these play- 
ers started consistently in 2004, 
and provide key leadership roles 
to the 2005 squad. 

One of the most overlooked 
programsat Hopkinsis the cross- 
country team, which has been 
picked to finish fifth in the Cen- 
tennial Conference, mostly due 
to their very young squad. 

Senior Gabe Tonkin leads the 
cross-country team. Tonkin 
held three of the team’s top ten 
finishes last year. The team will 
also look to sophomore Patrick 
Brandon to build on his impres- 
sive freshman year campaign. 
He, too, ran for three of the 
team’s ten fastest times. The 
team will have to contend with 
Haverford and Dickinson, who 
combined to receive all of the 
first-place votes. 

The best team you’ve never 
heard of, men’s water polo, is 
hoping to duplicate its success of 
last year and will likely have a 
hard time doing so. They have a 
big swim cap to fill in departed 
captain Brian Mead, who leaves 
as the leading scorer in Hopkins 
history, netting his 100th goal of 
the season in the team’s final game 
last year, a first team All-Ameri- 
can, and the reigning Division III 
Player of the Year. 

Mead, a four-time All-South- 
ern Conference selection, three 
times on the first team, is an irre- 
placeable player, but the team has 
a strong cast to turn to. Senior 
James Singleton, a second team 
All-American, and sophomore 
goaltender Mitch Williams, an 
honorable mention, hope to carry 
the Jays back to their No. 3 rank- 
ing in Division III, and No. 8 over- 
all ranking in the Collegiate Wa- 
ter Polo Association’s Coaches 

Poll. 
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Jays outlast Duke 
to win NCAAs 


BY CLAIRE KOEHLER 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LetTER 


After years of frustration and 
heartache, the 2005 Johns 
Hopkins lacrosse team won the 
national championship anda tro- 
phy that had eluded them for 18 
years. The senior class never lost 
a game at Homewood Field dur- 
ing their tenure at Hopkins, and 
the 9-8 win over Duke in front of 
a record crowd of 44,920 on Me- 
morial Day was the perfect end to 
their collegiate careers. 

“T can’t explain why we didn’t 
win in previous years, but the rea- 
son we won this year was that our 
hard workand preparation finally 
paid off,” said senior attackman 
and co-captain Peter LeSueur. 
“Things fell into place for us this 
season.” 

And the season was perfect. 
The Blue Jays finished with a 16- 
0 record, giving the senior class a 
55-6 record. 

“Wewere more focused thisyear 
than we have been in the past four 
years,” said senior midfielder and 
co-captain Kyle Harrison. “We 











Harrison leads Jays 
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were unselfish as a team. All of us 
had one purpose only — to win.” 

After four years of having their 
eyes on a national title, the seniors 
almost had another season end in 
heartache when the Virginia Cava- 
liers scored what appeared to bea 
game-winning goal with 13 seconds 
left in the semifinal game. 

“Even at this point in the game 
we never doubted ourselves,” said 
Harrison. “Weweren’t cocky, but 
we were confident and we stayed 
calm.” 

Junior midfielder Greg Peyser 
showed poise by winning the next 
face-off, and tossed the ball to 
sophomore attackman Jake 
Byrne, who netted an almost mi- 
raculous goal with 1.4 seconds 
remaining on the clock. 

Hopkins was able to win in 
overtime due to a goal from an 
unlikely hero, unheralded senior 
defensive midfielder Benson 
Erwin. The team was spared their 
18th straight disappointing sea- 
son finale by Erwin’s fourth goal 
of the season, which he scored 
with 50.4 secondsleftin overtime. 

On Memorial Day, the Jays got 
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Kyle Harrison takes his famous No. 18 to the New Jersey Pride. 


BY ZACH GOODMAN 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LETTER 


Even after winning a National 
Championship that capped an 
undefeated 16-0 season, the Johns 
Hopkins men’s lacrosse program 
still had more to smile about. On 
June 1, five Blue Jays were selected 
in the Major League Lacrosse 
(MLL) Collegiate Draft at Sacred 
Heart University, including 
midfielder Kyle Harrison, who 
was taken as the first overall pick 
by the New Jersey Pride. 

Harrison’sselection camein the 
middle of a whirlwind week where 
he won both the national champi- 


onship and the Tewaaraton Tro- 
phy, honoring him as the best 
male lacrosse player in the coun- 
try. A week later, he was awarded 
both the Lt. Raymond J. Enners 
Award, presented to the top Divi- 
sion I lacrosse player, and the Lt. 
Douglas McLaughlin, Jr. Award, 
given to the nation’s top 
midfielder. It was his second con- 
secutive McLaughlin award. 
“People don’t talk about the 
MLLin that it’s not onas biga scale 
as the NBA or NFL, but to be the 
No. 1 pick at the highest level of 
your sport is a honor,” Harrison 
said to http://www.newjersey 
pride.com.“It'sanaccomplishment 
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Senior co-captain Chris Watson presented President Bush with acustomized Jays lacrosse helmet. 


their chance at the big win against 
the No. 2 ranked Blue Devils. Af- 
teran exciting 11-10 Hopkins win 
in double overtime at Homewood 
in April, both teams were ready 
for a rematch. 

“Guys were really excited for 
the chance to play Duke again,” 
said senior defender and co-cap- 
tain Chris Watson. “The talk 
around Philly was about Duke’s 
high-powered offense. That was 
a great challenge for our defense 


and it feels great.” 

In addition to his trophies, he 
was a two-time All American and 
two-time Tewaaraton Trophy fi- 
nalist before winning this year. 
He scored a total of 85 goals and 
41 assists for 126 points, includ- 
ing 24 goals and 20 assists in 2005, 
both team-leading figures in spite 
of often being double- or triple- 
teamed. 

The next Blue Jay picked in the 
draft was Benson Erwin, taken by 
the Baltimore Bayhawks with the 
fourth overall pick. Erwin is re- 
garded as one of the top short- 
stick defensive midfielders in the 
country. For the 2005 season, he 
nabbed 34 ground balls, two as- 
sists and four goals. 

Attacker Kyle Barrie was picked 
with the second pick of the second 
round (eighth overall) by the 
Philadelphia Barrage. Despite an 
injury-plagued 2005, he accrued 
96 goals and 42 assists for 138 
points for his career. Those totals 
puthim 18thall-timeon Hopkins’ 
career goal-scoring list and 20th 
all-time for career points. 

Dipping into the Blue Jay 
backfield, the BostonCannonsused 
their first pick, the sixth pick of the 
second round (twelfth overall) to 
select defenseman Tom Garvey. 
Garvey was the anchor of the fifth- 
ranked defense in the nation, hold- 


and our whole team took it per- 
sonally. The best programs are 
measured by years of final fours 
and successful seasons.” 
Hopkins’ senior class made it to 
the final four every year during 
their careers on the team. 

Just 33 seconds into the antici- 
pated game, freshman attackman 
Paul Rabil scored the first goal for 
Hopkins, but Duke quickly an- 
swered back with three successive 
goals to close the first quarter. 


as top MLL draft pick 


ing 14 of 16 opponents to ten goals 
or less, and ten of 16 to seven goals 
or less. During the championship 
gameagainst Duke, Garveyand the 
Blue Jay defense held the high-scor- 
ing Blue Devil offense to just one 
goal in the entire second half. 

The Baltimore Bayhawks 
tapped Hopkins for another 
midfielder with the third round se- 
lection (15th overall pick) of Matt 
Rewkowski. Rewkowski battled 
back from a torn ACL that he suf- 
fered on the first day of practice in 
September to play in 11 games and 
score 11 goals, including a team- 
leading five extra-man goals. 

Making the biggest splash of the 
crop of Hopkins MLL rookies, 
Harrison scored two goals in his 
Pride debut, a 15-14 overtime win 
against the Long Island Lizards. 
He led MLL rookies with nine 
goals and six assists, joined the 
Bayhawks’ defenseman Brodie 
Merrill as the second and third 
players in MLL history to be 
named to the All-Star team the 
same year they were drafted, and 
Harrison was twice named the 
Rookie of the Week. 

“We know he is only going to 
get better and that’s a scary thing 
for the rest of the teams in Major 
League Lacrosse,” said Pride Gen- 
eral Manager Trey Reeder to http:/ 
/www.newjerseypride.com. 





In the second quarter, junior 
midfielder Greg Peyser got 
Hopkins back in the scoring, but 
the Blue Devils held off the Jays. 
Harrison and _ freshman 
attackman Kevin Huntley both 
scored twice in the quarter to 
bring Hopkins within one goal, 
breaking for the half down 7-6. 

“The coaches made some half- 
time adjustments and we finally 
got ourselves going in the second 
half,” Watson said. 

Watson and the Hopkins de- 
fense were fortunate enough to 
have the tournament MVP tend- 
ing the goal; sophomore Jesse 
Schwartzman allowed only one 
goal in the second half. Duke’s 
Matt Danowski scored the lone 
Duke goal of the second half just 
over two minutes into the third 
quarter. Rabil and Peyser then 
scored goals of their own to tie up 
the game, 8-8, for the first time. 

Byrne scored an unassisted 
goal with 13:35 remaining on the 
clock. For the remainder of the 
game, the Hopkins defense shut 
down Duke’s top-ranked offen- 
sive, and the Jays managed to hold 
for the final nerve-wracking min- 
utes of play. 

“There is nothing more that I 
could ask for than to win the na- 
tional championship in my last 
year here and to go out on top,” 
said LeSueur. 

With the win, head coach 
Dave Pietramala became the 
first person in the history of col- 
lege lacrosse to win an NCAA 
Division I Men’s Lacrosse 
Championship as both a player 
and a head coach. 

“He’s brought Hopkins la- 
crosse back to what it used to be 
and he’s amazingly successful at 
what he does,” said Harrison. 

“Winning a national champi- 
onship is the perfect culmination 
to the best four years of my life,” 
said Watson. “To do it with such 
an incredible group of guys and 
coaches makes it even more 


memorable.” i 
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After the cameras come the fences: 


Hopkins security steps up efforts 


By Xiao-bo Yuan 


Security, security, security. It’s the 
word on everyone’s lips at Hopkins 
these days. In the aftermath of three 
tragedies in little over a year — the 
deaths of students Chris Elser, Linda 
Trinh, and Dominic Ferrara, the first 
two of whom were victims of homi- 
cide — both the administration and 
students have been participating ina 
discussion about security. How much 
isenough? What measures are needed 
to protect students both on- and off- 
campus? How much freedom of 
movement and privacy can students 
be expected to surrender in order to 
stay safe? 

Itall started in the spring of 2004, after 
junior Elser was fatally stabbed in the 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity house. 
Shortly after the incident, administra- 
tors, headed by President William Brody, 
hosted a townhall meeting for students, 
faculty, and members of the Hopkins 


community to address security concerns. 
Promising to listen to concerns and sug- 
gestions, Brody opened the floor to any- 
one who wished to speak. 

What followed was a far more in- 
censed response from the audience than 
administrators perhaps expected. Off- 
campus housing was too unprotected, 
students said. Some were being taken 
advantage of by absentee landlords, and 
lived in houses without proper security 
systems. The campus security shuttles, 
often used to ferry students from one 
location to another at night, were noto- 
rious for the 40-minute waits they en- 
tailed. The freshman dorms were too 
easy to access by strangers. And on it 
went. 

The real wake-up call to administra- 
tors came, however, this past Decem- 
ber, when senior Trinh was found mur- 
dered in her Charles apartment, just 
across the street from the hub of 
Homewood campus. 

After the tragedy, Brody and other 
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administrators formed the Committee 
on Homewood Safety and Security. 
Most importantly, the University 
pledged a $2 million addition to the 
campus security budget. The alloca- 
tion of the funds began immediately, 
according to a plan detailed in a 15- 
point plan released by Brody. 

These developments put into mo- 
tion a series of changes that are con- 
tinuing to happen. 

First, the security department made 
changes to its staff of officers, hiring 
andtraining more full-time Homewood 
security officers while also contracting 
more guards from private firms. See 
the two security guards riding bikes 
down N. Charles? They’re new. 

A high-tech system of security cam- 
eras was also installed on N. Charles. 
As the latest technology in surveillance 
cameras, these babies have incredible 
capabilities to monitor areas from all 
360 degrees. 

Some students have found it creepy 


that such high-power cameras are fol- 
lowing their every move up and down 
Charles, but security officers have 
promised that student privacy will be 
protected. 

The 15-point plan of action contin- 
ued into the summer. New gates were 
installed around theformerly-vulnerable 
AMBRs. More staffing changes to the se- 
curity officer force have been enacted. 
And after former Director of Security 
Ronald Mullen retired this spring after 14 
yearsat Hopkins, anewdirectorhastaken 
his place after a nationwide search. 

Where Hopkins stands now in secu- 
rity remains a work in progress, and a 
balancing act between limiting interfer- 
ence in students’ lives and guarding us 
against the realities ofliving in Baltimore. 

With the new measures, will 
Hopkins follow the path of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania — which reduced 
crime significantly after a similar series 
of deaths in the 90s — or is there more 
that needs to be done? Stay tuned. 


Great music on an 
educated budget. 


5 for S25 Student Pass 


The BSO'S 5 for $25 Student Pass lets you choose any 
5 concerts for just $25. Plan ahead and build your own 
S-concert package. Or reserve your Student Pass now and 
make your choices throughout the season. Sample it all, 
from the legendary stars of SuperPops to the pre-concert 
live jazz and light fare of Symphony with a Twist™ 


Call 410.783.8000 or visit 


baltimoresymphony.org for more information. 
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More jargon than you can throw 


a freshman at: learning JHU lingo 


By Brendan Schreiber 


When it comes to irritating, endless 
acronyms, the government's got noth- 
ing on Hopkins. Ifyoudon’tlearn these, 
you'll function as effectively as a pre- 
med in IFP (see below). Try your hand 
at slipping some of these into your daily 
vocabulary. Use them as frequently as 
possible - it’s an easier way to make 
friends than buying your way into a 
frat! Without further ado, here is your 
first lesson in Hop-Speak 101. 


AC/RC — Ifstaying up late and starv- 
ing yourself just to get your chemistry lab 
finished isn’t taking off the weight you 
hoped it would, run over toward the la- 
crosse field and check out the Athletic 
Center/Recreation Center. Its healthy 
supply of cardio equipment and free 
weights, a climbing wall, swimming pool, 
basketball courts and other open space 
willhelp boost that eating disorder you’ve 
been working so hard on. 


AcPro — When your GPA drops 
below a 2.0, you know you're either in 
SAE or you’re on Academic Probation. 
Don’t worry though — they don’t no- 
tify your parents until after you’ve been 
expelled for general inadequacy. 


AMRs — Alumni Memorial Resi- 
dences (I and II), aka the freshman 
dungeons. Most freshmen call these 
residences — the only ones actually on 
campus — their home, while the rest of 
them live in either Wolman or McCoy. 
This is the only place on campus where 
you can find a secret stash of 500 empty 
Miller Light cans hidden in your ceiling 
panels. There or inside President 
Brody’s toilet, 4 la Homer Simpson. 


APTT — A Place To Talk. This is 
the peer counseling service on campus, 
housed in the front of AMR I. It’s the 
first place to hide when yourroommate 
threatens your life after you’veannoyed 
the crap out of him (it really happens). 
APTT and the Counseling Center are 
your two best options when you need 
someone to confide in; both services 
are entirely confidential. 


Arts & Crafts — Even though they 
take more credits and have harder 
classes and are generally more intelli- 
gent than the rest of us, many engineer- 
ing students refer to the Krieger School 
of Arts & Sciences by this name. It’s 
okay though, we’ll have the last laugh 
when they’re stuck in a lab squeezing 
chemicals into test tubes and we’re 
managing the local Starbucks. 


Bawlmer’ — The self-proclaimed 
“Greatest City on Earth,” as read on all 
of the city’s park benches. It used to be 
“The City That Reads,” but no one 
could read what the benches said. 
They'll get it right eventually... “Balti- 
more: Whose Idea Was It To Start This 
Place Anyway?” 


“Believe” — Baltimore’s anti-drug 
campaign (i.e., “Believe that Baltimore 
can be drug-free”). Now, comeon guys. 


The Beach — In a more exciting 
past life, the Beach (the big grassy circle 
in front of the library) was home to 
nightly parties on the wall and other... 
extracurricular activities... Nowit’s the 
place where Thetas and Phi Mus feed 
their tanning addictions. Just kidding; 
only Phi Mus. Just kidding; all sorori- 
tiesareamazing (don’thurt me, please). 


Beirut (Beer Pong) — The great- 
est never-ending debate known to 
man: is it called Beirut or Beer Pong? 
We don’t care how trashed you are — 
you go by the house rules, and at JHU 
it’s Beirut. 


Bloomberg — New York’s billion- 
aire mayor and 1964 alum, Michael 
Bloomberg, has donated more money 
(and bricks) to Hopkins than, well, 
anyone. The School of Public Health 
and the most far-flung building on 
campus are both named after him. 
The Board of Trustees is in the pro- 
cess of re-naming President Brody in 
his honor. 


BoE — Board of Elections. The 
News-Letter covered this student-run 
cohort of Junior Conservatives of 
America without end over the last two 
years. It turns out no one cares about 
anything anyone does anywhere orany- 
time on campus, especially the BoE. 
That’s why 1) no one read those ar- 
ticles, and 2) ina coup of Shakespearean 
proportions the Student Council abol- 
ished the board that elects them... fi- 
nally. 


Brody — aka “The Man,” “The Head 
Honcho,” “The Big Cheese,” or “Mr. In- 
visible.” If you see him, tell us. 


BMA — The Baltimore Museum of 
Art, on the south side of campus. With 
free admission for Hopkins students, 
there’s no excuse for being uncultured. 


BME — Biomedical Engineering, 
not to be confused with Biomolecular 
Engineering, Biochemical Engineer- 





ing, or Big Waste of Time. Appar- 
ently we’re like the best in the coun- 
try or something... 


Café Q — What could be better for a 
library bursting with cutthroat students 
than a caffeine binge at 2 a.m.? This is the 
University’s way of saying, “We know 
youre all pathetic losers and geeks, so 
we'll help make it possible for you to stay 


up studying all night, every night.” 


Charles Commons — More gener- 
ally known as the Charles Village 
Project, this is the huge construction 
project on 33rd Sreet between Charles 
and Saint Paul Streets. It will house a 
bigger bookstore, cushy dorms, and 
(hopefully) plenty of retail stores. 


CollTown Shuttle — This is the 
shuttle between the Inner Harbor, most 
local colleges and the Towson Mall. It’sa 


nice idea and a convenient service, ex- 
cept for the fact that it’s never on time. 


CVP — Charles Village Pub, lo- 
cated on Saint Paul Street. The la- 
crosse team has a monopoly on PJs, 
so everyone else goes to CVP. The 
food’s good, and the service is, too. 
Drinks aren’t the cheapest around, 
but they’re nothing compared to the 
price of gas. $3.50?! 


D-Level — The floors of the MSE 
Library are lettered to remind you of 
how far below ground-level you are, 
and how likely you are to die if the 
building burns down. D-Level, the low- 
est of these floors, is a death trap for 
your social life, as the amount of time 
you spend down there directly corre- 
lates to your lack of friends. Make sure 
to ask seniors if they’ve ever experi- 
enced the D-Level Challenge. 

















16 teams will enter... 


«only 4 will survive 
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The hattles begin Saturday, September 
24, 2005 at 11:30AM on the BIA Fields 


Sitar 












Visit www.ihu.edu/sigep for details. 
Sign up today. 
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Revelers enjoy community-based Spring Fair, which is entirely student-run. 


Death Lane — Every year, two or 
three people are hit and killed in the 
western-most lane of Charles St. Last 
year Mayor Martin O’ Malley closed the 
lane down asa meager gesture of good- 
will. How about controlling your 
scheming City Council members whose 
only ambition is to shut down our par- 
ties and get us thrown in jail for playing 
music to loudly?(See MPC below.) 


Decker Quadrangle — Hopkins has 
two quads, but we apparently need one 
more. Located on the southern end of 
campus, the quad will be nowhere near 
any student housing, and with a new 
Visitor’s Center, it’s clear that the quad 
has nothing to do with making JHU 
students happier. 


E-Level — The top level of Levering 
Union. This one’s a sore spot. You may 
have noticed that Hopkins has no Stu- 
dent Union, even though administra- 
tors claim otherwise. E-Level used to 
serve alcohol and host parties. Then 
they got rid of that, put a PlayStation 2 
up there, and changed the name to Le- 
vering Lounge. As of this year, all that’s 
left of E-Level is a skeleton of a lounge 
thathas been renamed to reflect its lame- 
ness: HopSpot. 


FAS — Foreign Affairs Symposium, 
the spring version of fall’s MSE Sympo- 
sium, has been plagued in recent years 
by cancellations and inadequate uni- 
versity funding. In the past year or so 
FAS has gotten back on its feet. With a 
successful lineup in 2006, FAS could 
overtake MSE as the most well-known 
speaker symposium on campus. 


HAC Lab — Homewood Academic 
Computing Lab, serving all your 24- 
hour porn needs, except for a brief 
cleaning spot on Sunday mornings 
when you'll just have to browse your 
roommate’s stash. 


The Hut — This is just D-Level 
above ground, but with 24-hour ser- 
vice. As if you aren’t sweating enough 
from the essay you need to finish by 9 
a.m. tomorrow, the Hut has no air con- 


ditioning. This is some kind of joke, 
right? 


IR — International Relations, a 
combination of history, political sci- 
ence, economics and foreign language, 
and one of the most popular majors at 
Hopkins. Sign up here to prepare fora 
career in the government or a think 
tank. 


Lax — Lacrosse, Baltimore’s home- 
grown version of Ice Hockey, with a 
dash of football’s violence, a hint of 
soccer’s athleticism and all the charm of 
white boys with old money. In all hon- 
esty though, lacrosse is one of the most 
fun sports to watch, and with our first 
Division I championship in nearly two 
decades under our belts, this year should 
prove to be even more exciting. 


MICA — The Maryland Institute 
College of Art. Students at this nearby 
art school know how to doodle with the 
best of “em, and have more piercings 
than humanly possible. After freshman 
year, artsy JHU students can sign up for 
classes there. 


MPC — Our esteemed City Coun- 
cilwoman, Mary Pat Clarke, came out of 
retirement from public service to offi- 
cially institutionalize party-crashing. If 
you walk the streets of Charles Village 
after 4 p.m. (when she goes to sleep) and 
speak in anything louder than a whis- 
per, she'll set the Vice Squad and $1,000 
in lawyer’s fees on you. 


Natty Bo’ — The lifeblood of the 
JHU undergrad, Natty Bo’ or Natural 
Light can be found just about anywhere. 
It’s cheaper than a bottle of water and 
can survive a nuclear winter. 


O’Malley — The Mayor of Baltimore 
City, Martin O'Malley. Girls think he’s 
hot; I think helookslike Anderson Coo- 
per. I hate Anderson Cooper. He’s such 
a grey-haired punk. YOU’RE LIKE 28?! 
HOW DO YOU HAVE GREY HAIR? 
Get off my TV screen. 


News-Letter — You're readingit. We 
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really want to change our unfortunate 
name, but we don’t want 109-year- 
oldalums coming after us for retribu- 
tion. 


Orgo— Organic Chemistry. Come 
sophomore year, you might be whim- 
pering this in your sleep. Consider 
taking it over the summer when you 
stand a chance at an A. 


Peabody — The prestigious music 
conservatory in Mt. Vernon tied to 
Johns Hopkins. Think Julliard with- 
out the nice city. 


Pre-Med — Ifyoudon’tknowwhat 
a pre-med is by now, you're an idiot. 
Go to a different school. 


Rape Steps — The steps up to the 
AMRs from the Beach are appar- 
ently strategically proportioned to 
fit a woman’s stride to help girls 
elude a potential rapist. This little 
piece of campus lore just makes us 
all feel so warm and fuzzy inside that 
we almost want to puke. 


Rotunda — Shopping plaza witha 
Giant, Rite Aid, Radio Shack, two- 
screen movie theater, and not much 
else. Go only when necessary, and 
avoid walking through Wyman Park 
to get there. 


30th Streets, the Schnapp Shop accepts 
all forms of ID, no matter how bad 
your little brother is at using a laminat- 
ing machine. 


Spring Fair — Every spring, 
Hopkins hosts a weekend full of craft 
booths, rides, a beer garden, concerts 
by major bands and the most unhealth- 
ily delicious food ever. Topping all of 
that, however, is the chance to walk 
around with giantturkey legs and deep- 
fried Oreos without being in Texas or 
at a medieval feast. Look forward to 
this one. 


SuperFresh — Hopkins has a 
shuttle that stops here, the nearest su- 
permarket to campus that’s actually 
worth going to. Don’t get stranded 
there though; it’s tough to get back 
with ten bags of grocerieson yourarms. 


StuCo — The Student Council is 
perpetually plagued by mishaps, 
overthrows, and general bickering. 
Under the leadership of junior Atin 
Agarwal , the most dysfunctional 
body on campus may stand a chance 
at improving to not-as-ineffective 
status. Stay tuned. 


Uni-Mini— University Mini-Mart, 
our only 24-hour convenience store, is 
set to be demolished along with the 








SAC — Student Activities Com-« 
mission, which is the body that dis- 
tributes funds among campus 
groups. If you’re in the Sci-fi:Club, 
for instance, they determine how 
many times during the year you can 
rent “Star Trek: Voyager” DVDs and 
also the number of Klingon dictionar- 
ies you can buy using school money. 


Schnapp Shop — Is radioactive- 
blue vodka a mission in your life? Lo- 
cated on the corner of Calvert and 


: ' FILE PHOTO 
The Gatehouse is home to the News-Letter, one of the oldest college papers. 


rest of the WaWafrat house, which sits 
across 33rd Street from Charles Com- 
mons. If they don’t relocate, we’ll be 
forced into a hunger strike. 


WaWa — The Alpha Delta Phi fra- 
ternity, recently relocated to the Burford 
Apartments. It used to be above 
UniMini, which used to be a Wawa 
store (hence the name). Apparently 
private development is more powerful 
than a whole team of football players. 
Who knew? 
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CHARLES VILLAGE 
3100 St. Paul Street 


410.889.5266 
OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT FRI & SAT! 


ROLAND PARK 
400 W. Cold Spring Lane 
410.243.2231 


— 


New Release 
Foreign 

Classic 
Independent 
Rarities 

Gay & Lesbian 
Televison 

Adult 
DVD a VHS 
Free Membership 


ME 
MBER; Pe oe 
Ze mcARD 


men rid | 


PLD Boy 


www.videoamericain.com 


Buy 1 Get 1 


Buy any one of our handmade 
outrageously delicious beverages 
and get a second of equal or 
lesser value FREE! 





3100 St. Paul St. 
Baltimore, MD 21218 


TOTAL HaiR CARE for WOMEN and MEN 
When you care to look your best! 


For appointments call: 
410-235-6614 


Hours: Monday - Friday 11-7 > Saturday 10-4 


—— eee 


GET YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 


Monday through Saturday 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 








JHU SEPTEMBER 2005 


l videoamericainchariesvillage 
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 
I RENT ANY TITLE 

GET A CATALOG TITLE FREE! 


WITH THIS COUPON - LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER 
EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 36, 2005 


is 


What are you looking at? 


Enjoy any of our handmade, 
artisanal beverages. 


Sno-Joes - a blended, frozen coffee sensation! 
the ZAMBONI - an icy, no-guilt treat. 
Mayan Cocoa & Mayan Mocha 

- our own chocolate, aromatic spices 

and a touch of fire all 

suspended in warm velvet. 

Chai - hot, iced or zamboni 

Made in-house from fresh spices, full leaf tea 
and a bit of brown sugar. 


Lattes, Cappuccinos, Espresso 


On 32nd Street between Brewed Coff 
Charles&St.Paul then abe 
lo boxes, no mixes, n atives. 
4 1 0.243.5200 Each drink made to your ae Moations a joke. 


Books, Records, CDs, Tapes, Small Press bought & sold 
~ Now in our 15th year of surreal & sublime retail” 
“The Gold Standard” - The Sun Paper, 2005 
_. “Best Hidden Treasure” - Baltimore Magazine 
“Best Used Bookstore” - 2000 - 2004, City Paper 


pS 425 E. 31st St. 
= <f Baltimore, Md. 21218 
~~ 410-243-6888 / www.normals, com 
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days early.” 
— Anonymous 


“My weekend starts seven 








Covered grades: the real reason 
upperclassmen hate all frosh 


By Leah Bourne 


Why worry about your grades 
when you could be worrying about 
finding the right frat party for a Sat- 
urday night, finding the Schnapp shop 
for the first time and making sure you 
snag the last early morning shower? 
While this may not be exactly the point 
of having covered grades for first se- 
mester of freshman year, this policy is 
meant to give freshman the time to 
adjust to the academic rigors of col- 
lege and adjust socially in a new envi- 
ronment. 

After Orientation week, filled with 
meeting more people than you ever 
thought possible, movies, sexcapapades, 
playfair and your first frat parties, you will 
begin to feel like you are really in college. 
This means that you actually have to start 
doing work. 

For upperclassmen the start to the 
fall semester isa scary prospect. Itmeans 
long hours in the library and unimagin- 
able stress. It doesn’t, however, have to 
be this way for you freshmen. And be- 
lieve me, all of us upperclassmen are 
quite jealous of this. 

Hopkins’ covered grade policy is one 
ofits most student-friendly academic poli- 
cies. According to the Office of Academic 
Advising, the policy wasinstituted 35 years 
ago at the request of students. 

Beginning college has its challenges, 
and having this time to adjust offers 
you a real advantage over students at 
other schools across the country. You 
really just have to worry about passing 
your classes. 

It is important to take advantage of 
this semester of covered grades — gen- 
erosity like this doesn’t come along 
much at Hopkins. You don’t want to be 
looking back with regret while pulling 
an all-nighter for that Organic Chemis- 
try exam. 

That being said, it is still important 
to hit the books and maybe even spend 
alittle time in the library. The purpose 
of covered grades is to give youthetime 
to discover how to study, how to bal- 
ance work with extra-curriculars and 
maybe even find time to have a social 
life. This means that you actually have 





to study to figure out how to find that 
individual balance and how to survive 
in such as challenging and competitive 
environment. 

During the second semester you will 
meet with your academic advisor. 
While they will have a copy of your 
“real grades,” these grades will not ap- 
pear on your official transcript. They 
will also have a copy of your official 
transcript, which will be comprised of 
S’s for satisfactory (A through C-) and 
U’s for unsatisfactory (D, D+, and F). 

During the first semester you will 
receive credit for courses in which 
you earn a U. This caveat doesn’t 


apply to subsequent semesters. 

Something that everyone should 
keep in mind is that every semester ev- 
eryone is allowed to take one class S/U 
instead of receiving a letter grade. This 
is a great way to be able to take that 
intriguing class thatisn’t exactly in your 
area of expertise, or to lighten the load 
of a particularly heavy semester. 

For all of those over-achievers out 
there, letting go of expecting nothing 
less than perfection out of yourself, or 
believing that covered grades are ac- 
tually covered can seem alittle daunt- 
ing. 

First ofall, for those who have plans 





for graduate school, Hopkins makes 
sure to explain our unique system in 
a way that won’t count against you. It 
is also important to keep in mind 
that, despite what you may have 
heard, there is so much more to the 
Hopkins experience than worrying 
about getting straight A’s, so use this 
period of covered grades to discover 
that. 

For your first semester in college, 
do a little studying, meet as many 
new people as you can, spend some 
time partying in the dirty basements 
of our beloved frats and make sure to 
thank Hopkins for covered grades. 





“Throats”: Fact or fiction? 


By Sarah Rivard 


As you begin classes this week, you 
will quickly come to realize that here at 
Hopkins it isn’t as easy being at the top 
of the class as it was in high school. You 
are a Hopkins student now, which au- 
tomatically means you were an over- 
achiever in high school. Many of you 
were valedictorians, presidents of your 
student councils and editors of your 
school newspapers. A school can easily 
handle one or two overachievers, but 
what happens when over four thou- 
sand overachievers go to the same 
school? You become “throat.” 

Throat, which is short for cutthroat, 
is the term used to describe the stu- 
dents here at Hopkins who are willing 
to do anything in order to be at the top 
of the class. The sad fact is that this 
belief used to be confined to Hopkins. 
Now, other universities, prospective 
students and even New York magazine 
believe we are a malicious bunch. 

In March 2003, New York magazine 
coined the phrase “the Hopkins effect” 
to describe how “Hopkins has a knack 
for producing a singular sort of charac- 
ter — one in which the DNA of the 
computer jock has been gene-spliced 
with that of the arrogant med student 


— and it’s an ugly hybrid.” But is this 
ugly hybrid really willing to do any- 
thing to succeed, even if it means keep- 
ing other students from succeeding? 

Ever heard the story of the pre-med 
who pulled the fire alarm in the dorms the 
night before the big biology exam just so 
he couldkeep his classmates from getting 
any sleep before the exam? If youhaven’t, 
you certainly will at some point, because 
it seems that being “throat” is something 
we have begun to pride ourselves on. 

Upperclassmen are always happy to 
relate horror stories about that student 
who pulled fire alarms in the dorms or 
in the library the night before the big 
exam in order to prevent other students 
from studying, or about some premed 
who stole notes from his classmate in 
order to gain the upper hand or the 
higher grade. 

However, what the upperclassmen fail 
to tell you is that the majority of them 
don’t actually know anyone who has 
pulled the fire alarm or stolen someone’s 
notes. So where are the real cutthroats? 

They aren’t in the Writing Sems de- 
partment, that’s forsure, Howmanytimes 
have you heard about the Writing Sems 
major who stole his classmate’s plot dia- 
gram? Or the anthropology major who 
refused to talk toa peerinaseminarabout 


abook because they feared that this would 
throw off the curve? 

Sure, there can be other subtler forms 
ofcompetitionin humanities classes, but 
the true problem “throats” — those that 
view others’ success as a hinderance to 
their own — belong to classes that are 
graded ona curve, which are mostly the 
pre-med requirements. 

If you want to avoid the cutthroat 
atmosphere at Hopkins, stay away 
from those classes graded onacurve. If 
you have no choice but to take those 
courses because you are a pre-med, 
then whatever you do, don’t follow the 
Mental Notes’ advice in their song “The 
Premed:” “If you’re going to be a pre- 
med, you got to be number one. You 
got to know how to beat them, know 
howto cheatthem, knowhowto throat 
your friends to get ahead. You’ve got 
to guard your homework, give your 
friends those wrong assignments, be 
the terror of your chem lab if you are 
going to be pre-med.” 

Whether or not there are “throats” in 
the class of 2009 remains to be seen. But 
remember, your class doesn’t need to 
perpetuate the cutthroat mentality. You 
can prove usall wrong and putan end to 
the3a.m. firealarms. Trustme, the Writ- 
ing Sems majors will thank you. 
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Torturing the roommate with 









your violin? Tune up at Peabody 


By Patrice Hutton 


While Johns Hopkins University 
is renowned for Nobel Prize winning 
research in the sciences and can boast 
of the best hospital in the nation, few 
realize that the likes of Tchaikovsky, 
Bernstein, Emerson and Stravinsky 
had an influence on the development 
of the Peabody Institute, the nation’s 
oldest music conservatory. 

Nestled in the historic Mount 
Vernon district of Baltimore with sat- 
ellite branches in Towson, Annapolis 
and Howard County, the Peabody 
Institute of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity hosts over 800 music and dance 
performances a year. Hopkins stu- 
dents can board a JHMI shuttle and 
arrive to a myriad of musical oppor- 
tunities at Peabody, all a mere three 
miles downtown from the Hopkins 
Homewood campus. 

While the majority of students at 
the Peabody Institute spend their days 
in rehearsals and practice rooms as 
preparation for entrance into a sym- 
phony or opera company, Hopkins 
students are also able to take advan- 
tage of a plethora of offerings for 
music or dance instruction. The 
Peabody Institute offers classes 
through both their Conservatory (de- 
gree granting program) and Prepara- 
tory (non-degree program). 

The Peabody Conservatory offers 
degree programs in chamber music, 
composition, conducting, guitar, 
jazz, keyboard, opera, orchestral in- 
struments and organ, strings, voice, 
humanities, musicology, music 





take on ree-credit course at MICA perse-— 
__mester, and if you are interested in fine arts, 
 thisis snare that should be taken advan- 


fageot, 


Cases indude voi fom nn, pho- 


‘Catch an Exhibition ge 
Every year MICA has over 100 sadent fa 
_ultyand sponsored artist exhibitions. You 
may not be able to sculpt like Rodin, or be 
__ on par with Cindy Sherman but that doesn’ t 
- mean you can’t enjoy the work of up and. 
comers and those that are more estab- 
lished. Zz ee 








COURTESY OF HTTP: //W WW.PEABODY.JHU.EDU 
The prestigious Peabody Conservatory offers world-class music education. 


theory and professional studies (mu- 
sic education, recording arts, peda- 
gogy). 

Hopkins students should check 
with the Conservatory registrar to 
find out which classes are available 
for enrollment and for which classes 
they can receive Hopkins credit. The 
Conservatory Registrar’s office is 
available by phone at (410) 659-8100, 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MICA 


_ tography and drawing. There is limited enroll- 
_ment, and MICA students get first dibs on 
_ dasses, so registration can be competitive, _ 

___ Make sure to decide early if you are e interested a 
a 5 erate: S : : 


nul Lecture Series 

MICA has an annual series that branes is na- 
tionally and internationally known artists 
_to their campus to participate in engaging 


8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

If students aren’t able to take 
classes through the Conservatory, 
they can enroll through the Prepara- 
tory, which offers classes from pre- 
school age through adults. 

Classes offered through the Pre- 
paratory include brass, chamber mu- 
sic, composition, computer music, 


lectures. Some highlights from this year’ s fall 


_ schedule include Lilly Wei a New York City-- 


based curator and essayist, artists June 


Wayne and Judy Brodsky who will talk about — a 
___ being contemporary artists and thecurrent 
cultural climate, and Sedat Peay a docu- : 
. mentarian. = 
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campus, MICA is accessible eis me as 
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Contact the MICA Registrar's Office at (410) 25. : 
2234 if you are nee in ce a < 
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ballet and modern dance, guitar, harp, 
jazz, percussion, piano, strings, theo- 
retical studies, voice and woodwinds. 

If you’re interested in registering 
for classes at Peabody, try visiting 
their comperhensive website at http:/ 
/www.peabody.jhu.edu for more in- 
formation. 

For students wishing to combine 
their academic and musical studies, 
the JHU-Peabody Double Degree 
program offers a rigorous combina- 
tion of musicand academics. Students 
take around 30 credits each semester 
in order to fulfill the requirements of 
each major and often multiple shuttle 
trips between Peabody and Hopkins 
per day. 

In addition, if you’re in search ofa 
musical performance, you re likely to 
find multiple offerings a night at 
Peabody. The Peabody Symphony 
and Concert orchestras and chorus 
perform several times each semester, 
and there are also many smaller en- 
sembles which perform frequently. 
Towards the end of spring semester 
all graduating seniors present recit- 
als. While admittance to concerts is 
free to Conservatory and Preparatory 
students, Hopkins students are also 
offered a reduced rate. 

Peabody also hosts a variety of free 
concerts throughout the year. Stop 
by Peabody to pick up a listing of 
their concerts for the 2005-2006 sea- 
son. 





COURTESY OF HTTP; WWW. MICA.EDU 
For your inner artist MICA offers 
cross-registration with Hopkins. 
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Don’t fail at registering for classes 


By Brendan Schreiber 


Course registration has taken sey- 
eral major steps up from recent years 
when all registration was done with pa- 
per, and scheduling was a painstaking 
process that could go on for months. 
Now that almost all of the registrar’s 
functions are performed electronically, 
the process is much more streamlined. 
Still, there are some tricks that will help 
you get through the daunting task of 
choosing your classes. 

Your success in registering for 
courses depends on any number of 
factors, ranging from your major to 
the time at which you wake up the day 
registration begins. Upperclassmen 

certainly have the benefit of earlier 
registration, but remember that they 
were once in your shoes and couldn’t 
get into that one class they really 
wanted. 

Ifyou’relooking to get into the large 

lecture courses that make up most of 
the prerequisites for many majors, you 
shouldn’t have too much trouble. Big 
classeslike IntrotoChemistry (030.101) 
and Intro to American Politics 
(190.101) are quite easy to get into, but 
have an unfortunate disconnect be- 
tween the students and professors. 
Nonetheless, you need them to get the 
background necessary for smaller, up- 
per-level classes. 

However painful they may be at 
times, avoid skipping these classes if 
you’re sure what major you willbe. If 
you're not sure about the future of 
your academic career, it’s not best to 
use large lecture courses as your lit- 
mus test for selection of your major. 
Try taking a 200- or 300-level course 
without prerequisites to find out what 
a specific major’s classes are actually 
like. 

Many majors boast smaller courses, 
such as Writing Seminars, but with this 
benefit comes added difficulty. You 
may find that even some of these intro- 
ductory courses fill up relatively 
quickly. At times, this problem can be 
solved by personally contacting a pro- 
fessor and asking for help getting intoa 
given class. But even this can be a shot 
in the dark. 

For instance, Professor Freedman 
lets just about anyone with an add/drop 
slip into his History of the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict (191.335), but Professor 
David’s Political Violence (190.372) is 
Practically impossible to get into. When 
trying to add a course that is full, make 
Sure to get the professor’s permission 
(his/her signature) before heading to 
the Registrar’s office, or you'll be out of 
luck. 

For freshmen, the one message to 
take away about course registration is 
that you are at the bottom of the totem 
pole, so plan early and give yourself a 
lot ofbackups. You'll be able to get into 
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those upper-level classes in a few years 
when the time is right. 

Don’t forget about your distribu- 
tion requirements, either. Depending 
on your major, you have to satisfy a 
certain number of credits in depart- 
ments outside of your own. Talk to 
your advisor and get some tips from 
upperclassman who will be able to tell 
you that as an anthropology major you 
should take Sustainability (270.201) for 
an N credit rather than Biochemistry 
(020.305), as the latter will immedi- 
ately take your GPA down asolid point 
or two. 

Another option is to take care of 
these classes in the Intersession term 
between winter break and the start of 
the first semester. Prior to last year, 
students could take a three-credit 
course and get a grade for it as well. 

The classes, however, were admit- 
tedly pretty easy, so the university 
decided to cut back on the number of 
credits (most are worth only one or 
two credits) and the number of graded 
courses. As such, Intersession isn’t 









As much as everyone complains about the 
workload, difficulty of exams and so on, the reality is 
is: we Te paying tolearn and, at40grandayear, our 















ii | gi s interesting lectures. As for the SS 
oad, your grade will reflect the amount — 


ucation is not going to be easy. Despite this, there _ 
emore than a handful of dasses offered that man- 


the treasure trove of easy A’s that it 
used to be, but it can still help take 
care of distribution requirements for 
students. 

If you are having trouble deciding 
which classes to take, look in the Aca- 
demic Course Evaluation (ACE) Guide, 
which is available on the Registrar’s 
web site. 

This collection of evaluations is 
compiled by students, so youknowthat 
you re getting a reasonably accurate re- 
view of just about every course offered 
at JHU. 

The most recent update to the reg- 
istration system is a new Add/Drop 
policy. Students can no longer wait 
until halfway through the semester to 
slip in or out ofa class. Beginning this 
September, students only have two 
weeks during which they can change 
their schedule. In very rare circum- 
stances students can make changes 
during the third and fourth weeks of 
the semester, but there is no clear 
definition of what a “rare circum- 
stance” is just yet. Make sure to drop 


STAND-OUT PROFESSORS AND STELLAR COURSES 


Okay, that last one wasn’t really an acronym/ 
abbreviation. Bad jokes aside, this class is very 
well designed — the lectures, sections and 
readings all fit together perfectly and act to 
help students truly learn the material. Profes- 
sor David is one of those professors who ha: 
genuine interest in helping his students, and 


__ ing aspects of the class. Plus, 


- _ learn how to better evaluate the literature 
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makes people tick (and why) is useful if not es- 
sential information. 


Contemporary International Politics 
(David) 
Any IR major will tell you that CIP is GREAT. 
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Statistical Analysis (Maiste) 


Even if math isn’t really your thing, Statisti-_ 


cal Analysis is made comprehensible by Pro- 
fessor Maiste’s no-frills lecture style. He 
teaches the basic information, gives the nec- 
essary formulas and shows a real-life applica- 


_ tion or two. And, in an effort to make things 
~ even easier for students, not only does he stop 
for questions throughout the lecture, but he 
has a class website with a question forum to 







portant standard 


classes before this date, because ifyou 
wait too long your transcript will be 
marred by a “W” (for late with- 
drawal). 

Another thing to keep in mind is the 
limitation that “holds” on your Uni- 
versity account will cause in terms of 
changing your schedule, or even regis- 
tering at all. Ifyou haven’t paid tuition, 
updated your health insurance infor- 
mation or met with your advisor each 
semester, you'll have some serious dif- 
ficulty getting in the classes you want 
to. 

Some final advice: Most students use 
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer when reg- 
istering, but the large number of people 
signing on at 7 a.m. the day registration 
starts often slows down the process for 
over a half hour. 

Consider using Mozilla’s Firefox 
browser, which has a faster refresh rate 
and will get you in and out of registra- 
tion in only moments. This little ad- 
justment, among others, can make this 
potentially disastrous process a little 
less painful for you. 
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- teaching style, which can even include using dif Wai 
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you to keep in mind while you're spending a full 
week on C-level, with the occasional four-hour 
break for sleeping. kN 


Melissa Artnak 
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Visit the third floor in Garland Hall this fall to see your academic advisor. 





By Leah Bourne 


Itisa fairly cemented fact that most 
students attend Hopkins for its aca- 
demic opportunities. Navigating the 
competitive world of academics here, 
as well as anticipating the next phase 
— be it graduate school or the job 
hunt — can be quite a daunting task. 
The first step is to realize that you 
sometimes can’t doitall on your own. 
After that, all you need to do is ask for 
help. 

There are so many different av- 
enues to receive advising here at 
Hopkins that simply keeping track of 
them all can seem overwhelming. 
Once you get a handle onit, however, 
you will realize that there are somany 
different people here to help you ex- 


Internships: Boistering 
your skills and resume 


By Joseph Ho 


Beinga college freshman is catapult- 
ing you one step closer to your future. 
While you should relax and enjoy these 
four years of freedom, you should also 
realize that there are plenty of opportu- 
nities out there for you to make use of. 
Whether you are seeking to build your 
resume or simply enhancing your per- 
sonal experience, you'll find that 
Hopkins has a lot to offer. 

The first thing that crosses peoples’ 
minds when talking about gaining ex- 
perience outside the classroom is usu- 
ally internships. Many students make 
use of winter and summer breaks, or 
even the regular semester to do intern- 
ships either for pay or for credit. 

Students at Hopkins have the ad- 
vantage of being in close proximity to 
many large firms headquartered at 
Washington, D.C. and New York. 

AtHopkins, students can find coun- 
seling help in career development at 
the Career Counseling Center located 
in Garland Hall. In addition, you can 
also log on to the center’s Web site to 
(http://www.jhu.edu/~careers/) where 
you'll find a regularly updated recruit- 
ment board and a wealth of informa- 
tion related to career opportunities. 

Another big word you'll hear on cam- 
pus all the time is “research”. A large 
number of students graduate from 
Hopkins having done some sort of re- 


search, whether they are Science or Arts 
majors. 

At Hopkins, research is not con- 
fined to the typical scientist mixing 
potions in the laboratory. You'll find 
students helpinga political science pro- 
fessor write his newest book on Euro- 
pean Integration, someone going down 
to the woodsin Virginia to collect earth- 
worms for study and even other stu- 
dents filming a documentary. 

Some students engage in research as 
early as freshman year. Often, it’s as easy 
as sending an e-mail to the professor 
whose field you are interested in. There 
arealsoanumber of research grants avail- 
able for ambitious Hopkins students. 

Study abroad is also a common 
way to broaden your horizons. There 
are a number of Hopkins-affiliated 
sites worldwide where students can 
take a wide range of courses; for ex- 
ample, the School of Advanced Inter- 
national Studies at Nanjing, China 
and Bologna, Italy. 

In addition, if you cannot find any 
suitable program offered by Hopkins, 
you can always find your own andask for 
approval of credit-transfer. Dr. Ruth 
Aranowat the Office of Academic Advis- 
ing takes care ofall study abroad matters. 

Another unique part of the Hopkins 
programis Intersession. Thisisa three- 
week period after winter break and be- 
fore the spring semester when students 
are encouraged to take classes that dif- 


fer from those they take during the regu- 
lar semester. Often, these courses are 
interest-related; for example, wine-tast- 
ing class (for 21 years or above) and 
ballroom dancing are popular. 
Inadddition, some short term study 
abroad courses are offered during 
Intersession. These courses can include 
study of biodiversity in the Galapagos 
or firm visits in New York city to study 
Globalization in the 21* Century. 
Apart from these ways to enrich 
yourselves, you can always participate 
in many activities offered by clubs and 
societies found on campus. At Hopkins, 
there are over 300 student organiza- 
tions. These range from interest-based 
organizations such as Chess Club, to 


ethnic-based organizations such as the’ 


Black Student Union. 

Do not miss the student activities 
fair during orientation where you'll find 
useful information about these organi- 
zations. If you cannot find anything 
that interests you, it’s easy to establish 
your own club on campus! 

In addition, there are a number of 
volunteer organizations at Hopkins, in- 
cluding Habitat for Humanity, Circle 
Kand Cooking for Love—just to name 
a few. 

There are so many ways for you to 
make the most out of your college ex- 
perience. However, if you feel like 
something is missing, you can always 
join the News-Letter staff. 














Economics or basket-weaving? 


Acad. Advising helps you choose 


cel over the next four years and be- 
yond. 

During the summer, those of you 
that are Arts & Sciences students re- 
ceived a temporary advisor in The 
Office of Academic Advising. You will 
have this advisor until you declare a 
major. 

For those in the Whiting School of 
Engineering, you have declared a 
major have an advisor in the Office of 
Academic Affairs. 

Even if this isn’t the advisor you 
will have for the entirety of your four 
years, you should take advantage of 
their guidance. 

They can help you pick out new 
classes, deal with any of your time 
management problems, and for those 
of you who are undecided about your 
major, help you figure it out. 

Students in the school of Arts and 
Sciences declare a major at the end of 
freshman year or the beginning of 
sophomore year. It is at this point that 
you will receive a specific advisor in 
your department. 

Beyond your general academic ad- 
visor, there are other specific advisors 
that address everything from studying 
abroad, careers, graduate school and 
tutoring. 

For many students, the array of 
study abroad programs offered by 
Hopkins is a huge boon to their col- 
lege years. 

Usually undertaken during junior 
year or the first semester of senior 
year, study abroad programs give stu- 
dents opportunities to put the lan- 
guages they've been learning for years 
to use, as well as experience life in far- 
flung cultures. 

The study abroad advisor, Dr. Ruth 
Aranow, who works in the Office of 
Academic Advising, is there to make 
your wildest dreams come true— help- 
ing you plan time abroad anywhere 
from Bologna, to Africa, to Paris. Any- 
one who might want to study abroad 
should draw on Dr. Aranow’s know1- 
edge. 

There is also the Office of Pre-Pro- 
fessional Advising. For all of you Pre- 
meds out there this could end up being 
your home away from home. Mary Sav- 
age heads this office which centers 
around helping students get into med 
and law school. 

For those of you who plan to go 
Straight into the real world after 
graduation, there is the Career Cen- 
ter. Take advantage of the excellent 
advice they offer there and make an 
appointment. They can help you work 
onyourresume, engage ina job search 
ois find internships across the coun- 

ry. 
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MSE library: better" for pare 
than the circles of Dante’s inferno: 


By Amy Sheeran 


Hopkins lore says that MSE’s un- 
usual architecture is the result ofa cam- 
pus-wide edict that no building be taller 
than the University’s original building, 
Gilman Hall. As a result, so the story 
goes, the first two levels are above 
ground and the rest are underground 
with alleged natural light. Another ver- 
sion of the story claims the bricks were 
so expensive, the University could only 
afford to build a few levels above 

ground. I’ve been on a lot of campus 
tours, and I’m still not sure which ver- 
sion is true. 

Ilike to think the design was meant 
to resemble Dante’s inferno; however, 
as Hopkins overachievers, we skipped 
circles one through five and went right 

onto six, seven, eight and nine. 

I kid, somewhat. You won’t have to 


walk across deserts of burning sand or 
freeze up to your neck in a lake of ice, 
but you'll probably beat least a little bit 
miserable whenever you re withina50- 
foot radius of MSE. Just how miserable 
you are is directly dependent on how 
much work you have and how soon it’s 
due. 

Group presentation by next Friday? 
Main Level, also known as M-level is 
really a great place for slackers. Some 
reading for later in the week? A-level. 
Your midterm paper that you’ve had 
all semester which you ve nevertheless 
left until two days before? You will 
quickly discover the magic of D-level. 

You will soon learn that you can 
also judge a person by where they gen- 
erally work in MSE. I’m pretty neu- 
rotic, so ’m almost always on D-level. 
Most people prefer a more lighthearted 
atmosphere, such as A- or B-level, 
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where talking is technically allowed. 

Study rooms are also available on a 
first come, first serve basis. They’ re great 
for review sessions before exams, but 
they tend to fill up quickly. 

MSE houses over 2.6 million vol- 
umes. You will most likely have a diffi- 
cult time finding the particular volume 
you're looking for among these mil- 
lions of books; however, don’t worry, 
the library has friendly people who will 
help you, as well as specialized research 
consultations available in every disci- 
pline. 

In addition to actual books, Hopkins 
has subscriptions to hundreds of online 
databases that you can search by key- 
word or subject. These are a lifesaver; 
no matter what you are researching, 
you will be able to finda host of relevant 
articles on these databases. 

If Video Americainistoo Frenchified 


? 


and art-house snooty for you, you 
should also get to know the library’s 
AV section, located on A-level. They 
do have popular, up-to-date DVDs, as 
well as the sorts of offbeat, academic 
films you'd expect a proper AV sec- 
tion to have. DVDs can be checked out 
for a3-dayloan oryoucan watchitems 
on a closed circulation in the AV cen- 
teras they have TVs and headsets avail- 
able. And when all that studying has 
gone to your head, you can head to 
Cafe Q, on Q-level, for a hit or two of 
caffeine. 

For all the suffering associated with 
it, MSE has its charm: the 60s/70s in- 
stitutional décor; the well-lit atrium; 
the view of Gilman Halland the Upper 
Quad; the sticky, clammy air; the 
equally-unflattering-on-everyone 
fluorescent lighting — you might al- 
most spend time there voluntarily. 


PLACES TO STUDY 


There is life beyond the library. [have compiled 
a list of some of those alternatives. Some of 
them are great places to grab a snack. Some will 
bring out your inner intellectual. And of course, 
theyareall great places to finally crack the books. 


Carma’s Café 

Carma’s is unique mostly because everything at 
Carma’sismadeatCarma’s. Thisincludesthesand- 
wiches, the salads, the desserts — even the choco- 


late in the mochas. Everything at Carma’s is also 


extremely delicious. lf you get tired of working, join 
their knitting club. They'll even teach you how. Oh, 


you can also study there. But really, it's the food — 


_that’s important. 


Hodson reading room 

Located in Hodson on the lower level is glass- 
encased room, aptly namd the Hodson Reading 
Room. : 


The Hodson reading room is a great place to 
study, but you can only fit two or three people in 
_ it, If you manage to grab a spot, you have a 
spacious, quiet, prestigious-looking room in 
which you can feel very diligent and academic. 
The two-story walls are covered with portals of 
members of the Hodson Trust. 


Outside, freshmen quad 
You do gotoschoolhere, right? Think AMR quad. 
You're going to spend enough time cooped upin 
MSE or the Hut this winter. While it’s still nice, 


get outside and study on the quad. In addition, 





you might as well meet some new people. 


The Hutzler Reading Room 

The Hutzler Reading Room is located in Gilman 
on the second level (quad entrance level) in the 
back. 


Sooner or later in your Hopkins-career, you‘re 
going to have to make the walk of shame: 
when MSE closes at 2. a.m., you'll have to haul 
yourself over to the Hut and pull an all- 
nighter. 


If you're like most, this will happen many 
times. You'll get used to the extreme tem- 
peratures, the creepy yellow lighting and 





_ eventually you'll stop checking out everyone 


else’s iTunes. 


Your experiences in the ae wil sees be. 
_ depressing, but we've all been there. Get your- 


self some Red Bull, oo and ee ca 


to wer 


AUR (Study ixaage ae 
AMR | Study Lounge is onieiii botet on. 


rs first floor main entrance of AMR I. 


_ Itcan get pretty crowded and loud, especially in 


the evenings, but if you're looking for some- 
where more relaxed where youcan bring dinner 


from Megabytes or talk with your friends, AMR| 


is it, « 
Win sill 











THE JOHNS HOPKINS NEWS-LETTER COVER-LETTER 


SEPTEMBER 8, 2005 





SoINaGV 





The Student Activities 
Commission announces: 


SAC Fair 
Friday, September 9", 11 AM to 4 PM 
Levering Plaza, RAIN OR SHINE 
Register for a table at SACexec@jhu.edu 


SAC organizations FREE, Non-SAC organizations $10.00 
Special needs must be submitted with your original request. 


Financial Training Workshops 


Mattin Center 160 
Mon, September 19'", 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
Tues, September 20", 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
Wed, September 21°, 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
Thurs, September 22"’, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
Fri, September 23", 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 


At Jeast one financial officer from each group must attend. 


General Assemblies 
6-8 PM, Glass Pavilion 


Monday, September 19 
Monday, October 10" 
Monday, November 7" 
Monday, December 5™ 


18' SAC Board Meeting 
Thurs, Sept. 15", 6:00 PM © 
Mattin 161 


Check out http://blogs.jhu.edu/~sac for updates 
and other announcements. 











“Is there anything 





around here?” 

— Dan Handwerker, 
Former Science and 
Technology Editor 





es 


non-alcoholic to drink 








A guide to 
insider secrets 


By Melissa Artnak 


At some point, you will realize that 
dining out does not mean eating at 
Wolman instead of Terrace. As the 
shimmer fades, instead of complaining 
about how boring this area is, take ac- 
tion and use this condensed guide for a 
few ideas of great places to explore in 
Baltimore. 


TRADITIONAL 


For some good ol’ fashioned fun, try 
one of the following spots: 


Towson Town Center (825 Dulaney 
Valley Road, Towson) 

_ Hop on the Colltown Shuttle and 
give your credit card a good beating. 
Filled with all the typical mall fare anda 
few extras, almost any material needed 
can be found here. 


Iguana Cantina (124 Market Place) 

Chart-topping hip hop, collar-pop- 
ping frat guys and spit-swapping 
couples—oh my! Iguana Cantina feels 
a bit like a convention of Greek Life at 
Baltimore colleges, so if that’s your 
thing, this is the place to go ona Thurs- 
day night. Even if it’s not, this dance 
club is worth a visit, just to enjoy the 
roomy venue, gyrate to Usher’s great- 
est hits and meet some non-Jays. 


Little Italy, in general 

Several blocks of restaurants serving 
up gnocchi, lasagna and tiramisuis, ina 
word, fantastic. It’s tough to play favor- 
ites—your best bet is just to pick a dif- 
ferent one for each friend’s birthday 
and every family visit. 


Also consider 
AMC Theaters Towson Commons 


8, Brick Oven Pizza (BOP), Oriole Park 
at Camden Yards and Pete’s Grille. 


OFFBEAT 


Charm City has its fair share of quirky 


=>, 


O 











A 
The Inner Harbor, though crammed with tourists, is great foranighttime stroll. 


offerings—these are just a few to 
jumpstart your adventures about town: 


Ottobar, Sonar, and The Talking 
Head (2549 N. Howard Street; 407 
East Saratoga Street; 203 East Davis 
Street) 

This triad of indie venues offers ev- 
erything your Converse-clad, chain 
smoking heart desires. Each has pretty 
mucha different show every day of the 
week, covering a wide spectrum of 
genres and ranging from local offer- 
ings to acts like The Decemberists (So- 
nar, October 1) or Cat Power (Ottobar, 
October 13). Each of these venues cator 
to drinks and dancing. 


Hampden, in general (along the 700 
to 1000 blocks of W. 36" Street) 

A quick walk from campus, 
Hampden’s 36" Street (better known 
as The Avenue) is several blocks of 
bliss for fans of vintage clothes, old- 
time knickknacks and hard-to-find 
music and books. Included in the mix 
of quirky shopsare Atomic Books, vin- 
tage store Galvanize, and boutiques 
Oh! Said Rose and Cloud 9. In addi- 
tion, for what many of its customers 
consider the perfect fusion, there’s Ma 
Petite Shoe, which sells footwear and 
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chocolates. 


Also consider 

Waverly Farmer’s Market, Ameri- 
can Visionary Arts Museum, The 
Charles Theater, The Funk Box, Red 
Emma’s Bookstore Coffeehouse and 
Reptilian Records. 


CHEAP CHIC 


When you'd like to have an extrava- 
gant outing, but that twenty in your 
wallet is really lonely, get all fancied up 
and sashay about these places. 


Red Maple (930 N. Charles Street) 

If you think the minimalist sign out- 
side of this place is impressive, just wait 
until you get inside. An Asian-inspired 
tapas restaurant by day and a bar/club/ 
lounge at night, Red Maple is quite so- 
phisticated, from its exotic theme nights 
to its well-dressed clientele. And, ifyou 
skimp on food and drinks, you can ex- 
perience the poshatmosphere fora very 
affordable cover charge. 


BSO College Nights (1212 Cathedral 


Street) 
Once in a blue moon, the Baltimore 


‘e: special 
rnew dwellers 












Symphony Orchestra hosts a College 
Night which, for a mere ten dollars, gets 
youan evening of musicalentertainment 
and a post-concert party complete with 
prizes, freesnacksand discounted drinks. 
The Meyerhoff Symphony Hall feels oh- 
so-elegant and you can’t deny the talent 
of their musicians. 


Also consider 

Baltimore Museum of Art, Pazzo, 
art exhibits at the Maryland Institute 
College of Art and XS (fusion restau- 
rant). 


DATE NIGHT 


Quit, ahem, “watching movies” in 
your dorm room together, andimpress 
the object of your affection/lust at one 
of these locales. 


The Inner Harbor, in general 
There’s something about the Inner 
Harbor that has an adorably romantic 
feel, thanks to the way the suspiciously 
polluted water sparkles at dusk (atleast 
it’s not glowing yet). Watch the sharks 
at the National Aquarium, stop to en- 
joy the street performers and dine at 
one of the Harbor’s many restaurants. 
Just remember, for the sake of your 
budding romance, don’t attempt toeat 
at the Cheesecake Factory. Noamount 
oflove can withstand a three hour wait. 


The Walters Art Museum (600 N. 
Charles St.) 

Ah, yes, the classic museum date. 
The BMA is great, but stepping a foot 
off campus doesn’t feel special and 
date-like. So take the JHMI shuttle all 
the way to The Walters, located in the 
Mount Vernon area (get off at the 
Peabody stop) and impress the object 
of your affection with your vast knowl- 
edge of its collections. Or just hold 
hands and look at the pretty pictures. 


Also consider 

The Helmand (an Afghani restau- 
rant), Vaccaro’s, The Melting Pot and 
The Senator Theater. 
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By Nina Keyvan 


Charles Village, your home for the 
next four years, is not a college town 
in the traditional sense. However, 
there are a healthy-and-growing 
number of restaurants and shops scat- 
tered around the main square, just a 
short walk from campus. St. Paul 
Street, around the corner from JHU, 
has evolved into a student-orientated 
retail strip. As you will soon find out, 
Charles Village shops and restaurants 
cater to the budgets and schedules of 
college students. Most even accept J- 
cash. 

The town is currently in the middle 
of a renovation project, appropriately 
named the Charles Village Project. With 
completion tentatively scheduled for 
September of 2006, the Charles Village 
Project features a full-service Barnes & 
Noble bookstore and a student ame- 
nity space at an L-shaped portion of 
33rd Street between Charlesand St. Paul 
Streets. 








In addition, modern student hous- 
ing, retail and restaurant space, and a 
575-space public parking garage will be 
constructed. 

In the meantime, students have be- 
come accustomed to the bulldozers. 

The dining options are inexpensive 
and diverse, including the Asian cui- 
sine at Niwana (try the fried ice cream), 
Middle Eastern dishes at Silk Road and 
an odd mix of culinary traditions at 
Tamber’s, a 1950s-style diner that 
serves up traditional Indian dishes 
along with the usual diner fare. At 
Tamber’s, the ethnic dishes are deli- 
cious, but their burgers and shakes are 
also specialties. If you prefer the famil- 
iar, Charles Village also offers Ruby 
Tuesday’s, Donna’s, Subway and 
Blimpie. 

However, the majority of eateries 
show the neighborhood’s unique char- 
acter. On St. Paul Street, you will also 
find the Charles Village Pub or “CVP,” 
which serves up decent burgers, sand- 
wiches, and fish and chips. CVP, how- 


lifein 


kitsch heaven 


By Alex Begley 


The party never stops in Baltimore, 
or at least that’s what I’ve heard. But 
what do you do when all the excitement 
of city life wears you down? You go to 
Hampden. 

Hampden is an anachronistic town 
separated from the city by a working 
class community. It’sa ten-minute walk 
from campus ora short ride onashuttle 
bus to 2400 Chestnut. 

Thiskitchy Maryland townisathrow- 
back to the fifties, complete with diners, 
the legendary Café Hon (just look for the 
giant pink flamingo), and the Junque (all 
the crap you cleaned out of your 
grandmother’s basement last summer 
somehow ended up in this place). 

If the homey feeling of a quaint fif- 
ties town isn’t you're thing, Hampden 
also offers Atomic Books (home to ev- 
erything alternative, with a focus on 
the literary), girly shops such as Oh 
Said Rose and Ma Petite Shoe, numer- 
ous record stores, anew boho chic bou- 
tique called Shine, and several vintage/ 
salvation army stores to satisfy even the 
poorest college student (and you will 
be poor, trust me). 

Hampden’s charms aren’t limited 
to shopping. There is also great food. 

At the top of the avenue, closer to 
campus, is Angelo’s. Angelo’s is the 


best pizza in Baltimore. Period. It’s a 
crappy looking hole in the wall kind of 
place. The sign outside sports a muscle- 
flexing pizza, but my God, is it good. 
One slice takes up half the table. 

My advice is to skip breakfast, go to 
Angelo’s for lunch, and take what pizza 
you don’t finish home for dinner. For 
less than $4 you get a drink, a slice of 
pizza (with toppings), and one happy 
stomach. 

Youcan forgo the pizza (I don’tknow 
why you would though) for one of the 
many diners bordering the avenue. 

Common Grounds, situated between 
anartstore anda psychiccenter, seems to 
be the hipster coffee spot of choice. 

Further down theavenue you can find 
everything from sushi to noodles to lob- 
ster. Holy Frijoles is the funky Mexican 
restaurant on the block (vegetarians and 
vegans are welcomed here as well), and it 
made City Paper’s “Best of Baltimore” 
issuealong with other Hampdenhotspots 
Café Hon and Angelo’s. 

Hampden is every student’s escape 
from campus without actually leaving 
the city or spending too much money. 
The shop ownersare friendly, the prices 
are low, and the good food is plentiful. 

Take note: the Hampden music fes- 
tival is at the beginning of the year and 
there is no better time than the festival 
to explore the town. 








ever, is known more for its bar than its 
dinner menu. 

On weekends, Sam’s Bagels and 
Pete’s Grille are quite popular. Sam’s 
has the best bagel sandwiches in town, 
while Pete’s Grille has gained popular- 
ity as one of Michael Phelps’s favorite 
hangouts. 

The health-conscious will enjoy 
the vegetarian and vegan menu items 
at the One World Café, right across 
from Hopkins Stadium on Univer- 
sity Parkway. In addition to its great 
dishes, One World Café is a local fa- 
vorite for its coffee bar. It is one of 
four in the neighborhood, also in- 
cluding Donna’s, Xando (try the 
S’mores), and Cuppa Cabana. 

When you get a craving for some- 
thing sweet, Gaga’s Ice Cream on St, 
Paul Street is the place to go for ice 
cream, frozen yogurt, milkshakes or 
smoothies. For richer desserts, youmay 
want to try the Dessert Café with an 
impressive menu of pastries, cakes, 
coffees and, most importantly, gelato. 

Eddie’s Market is a great alternative 
to walking a mile to the Giant at the 
Rotunda. Eddie’s only drawbacks are 
its limited selection and slightly higher- 
than-average prices. But its lines are 
always short and its staff is courteous. 
Its deli makes the best sandwiches in 
the neighborhood, and many of its 
names reflect its Hopkins’ pride, such 
as the Blue Jay and the Charles Villager. 
On nice days, students eat their sand- 
wiches at its outdoor tables. 

Shopping opportunities are sparse 
in Charles Village. However, there is a 
Record & Tape Traders on Charles 
Street at Hopkins Square, which mostly 
sells CDs. In addition to a Record & 
Tape Traders at Hopkins Square, 
Kinko’s is popular for printing. 

You will also find Tenpachi in 
Charles Villiage, home of the $10 hair- 
cut, at the Homewood Apartments. 





thetruespiritofthemediterranean 





Everybody, do the Charles Village 


Not to be missed is Video 
Americain on St. Paul Street, a great 
indie video-rental shop that stocks 
films old and new, domestic and for- 
eign, good and bad. Big names and 
blockbusters are featured in the front 
room, while foreign films and classics 
are in the rooms to the left and right. 

University Mini-Mart, commonly 
referred to as “UniMini,” is located at 
the corner of St. Paul and 33rd Street. 
It’s a convenience storebut is more 
popular forits sandwiches. Ithas prac- 
tically everything you need from snack 
food to office supplies. 

If your venture further east than St. 
Paul St, you will find a Blockbuster 
Video, Papa John’s Pizza, and 7-11 on 
33rd Street. 

Although it is not Harvard Square 
or Greenwich Village, Charles Village 
hasa character ofits own complement- 
ing Johns Hopkins. You don’t need to 
go far; just go out and explore. 





ROBIN SHAW/FILE PHOTO 
Check out the streets of Charles 
Village, where row houses rule. 


“a transporting 
experience” 


TI 


he Washington Post 
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Baltimore’s 
is more to this city tha 


By Patrick Kennedy 


Really, I can’t understand why any 
Hopkins student would deride the arts 
and entertainment in Charm City. 
Granted, there are probably plenty of 
undergraduates who think that the con- 
certs, museums, Nascar races, and 
sumo wrestling matches are better back 
home. But here in Baltimore, world- 
class art is just a walk away. 

A good place to start your aesthetic 
odyssey is the Walters Art Museum, just 
a couple steps away from the Peabody 

Conservatory and right off the JHMI 
shuttle line. Think of it as the Metropoli- 
tan Museum in miniature: a humbling 
collection of everything from Egyptian 
figurines to medieval bibles and manu- 
scripts. For anyone interested in Asian 
art, the Walters boasts a massive selec- 
tion, which includes the oldest extant 
wood rendering of the Buddhaalongwith 
the expected assortment of elephant- 
headed gods and Ming dynasty vases. 

Until September 11, the Walters is 
featuring two temporary exhibits. The 
first, Pearls of the Parrot of India, is 
centered around an expert copy of the 
Book of Tales produced for the Indian 
court in the late 16th century. Right 
next to it is the first half of The Essence 
of Line, an examination of 19th century 
French drawings thatthe Walters is pro- 
ducing in conjunction with the Balti- 
more Museum of Art. 

While the BMA’s portion focuses 
on the finished, public products of art- 





ists such as Degas, Daumier and Barye, 
the Walters presents sketches, drafts, 
and studies in order to assess the genres 
and techniques of the time. On your 
way out pass through the Walters’ 
sculpture court, a serene space peopled 
with Greco-Roman statues that is often 
silent as the grave. 

While you’re in the neighborhood, 
you might as well stop by the Contem- 
porary Art Museum. Onlya short walk 
away, this little gallery’s current show, 
Contemporary Losers, brings together 
graffiti, multimedia, and photography 
inacandid, dizzying exhibition. Takea 
couple of minutes to scan the designer 
skateboardsand sordid nude shots plas- 
tered all over the walls. Besides, if the 
Walters is a little too solemn some- 
times, trendy street art could be the 
perfect antidote. 

Since we’re already on the subject of 
alternative art, why not try the Ameri- 
can Visionary Art Museum, located 
right off the Inner Harbor? Far enough 
from the droves of tourists that stalk 
Harborplace, the AV AM features pieces 
that twist, stretch, and break the limits 
of traditional folk art. 

The museum’s current exhibit, 
HolyH20, isan amalgam of everything 
from Caribbean mysticism to Coney 
Island memories and boating tales. This 
bizarre sense of insightis no less present 
on the rest of the AVAM’s floors: Else- 
where, a family of robots, matchstick 
face masks anda car covered with vases, 
bottles and broken glass greet visitors. 


LOCAL THEATERS: A GUIDE TO WHAT'S CLOSE 





Rotunda Cinematheque — Le 
Conveniently located a small walk away (in, 
where else, the Rotunda), this local theater 
only houses two shows at a time but provides 
a close enough distraction to be worth the 
trip. Admission is $6 per person Monday 
through Thursday and $8 per person Friday 
through Sunday. The Rotunda Cinematheque 
does not accept credit cards or personal checks. 
For showtimes, call (410) 235-7595. 


Charles Theater 

The Charles is located at 1711 N. Charles St., one 
block north of Penn Station, which is accessible 
by JHMI shuttle. The Charles tends to showcase 
some of the more alternative choices in film, 
with indie and international flicks a-plenty, so 
be sure to check out Attp:// 
www.thecharles.com for a quick synopsis of 
what's playing and when. Admission is $6 

before 6 p.m. and $8 after. 


cated at 5904 York Rd., and during certain 
times of the week, students can get there via 


SenatorTheater = 
The Senator Theater, which has the most his- _ 
toric reputation of those in the area, is lo- 


the popular Colltown Shuttle. There is one 
screen, similar to any old-fashioned theater, 
but the history of the building makes the 
movie-going experiencea delight. Ticketsare 
$8; only cash is accepted. For showtimes and 
other information, call (410) 323-1989. 


AMC Towson Commons 8 

Like the Senator Theator, AMC Towson Com- 
mons 8 is accessible by the Colltown Shuttle. 
AMC Towson Commons 8 is located at 435 York 
Rd. andis several blocks south of Towson Mall. 
Townson Commons is more commercial: 
there are eight screens, and student discounts 
gre available. Call (410) 825-5233 for 
showtimes. 
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Needless to say, this is the kind of stuff 
you won’t find in any art history class. 
There is an entire wall of kinetic sculp- 
tures to watch, only a brief stroll away 
from a strange vehicle shaped like a pink 
poodle. As you are leaving, make sure 
that you visit artist Vollis Simpson’s fifty- 
five foot high whirligig and Ben Wilson’s 
wooden meditation chapel. 

But there’s more art to see in 
Hopkins’ backyard at the Baltimore 
Museum of Art! Wondering what 
happened to the other half of The 
Essence of Line? 
Well, here it is, 
right next to the 
museum’s col- 
lection of En- 
glish sporting 
art. Adorned 
with tremen- 
dous works by 
Rodin, Warhol, 
and Frank Stella, 
the museum is 
also called home 
by some of 
Henri Matisse’s 
most renowned 
creations. In the 
Cone Collec- 
tion, you will 
find one of the 
world’s finest 
groups of the 
French master’s works, which in- 
cludes the famous Blue and Pink 
Nudes. 

Ifyou would like to relax, the BMA’s 
sculpture gardens are a great place to 
visit. Open Wednesday through Sun- 
day and usually pretty deserted, the 
gardens contain art by Alexander 
Calder, Tony Smith, George Rickey and 
other big names in abstract metalwork. 
Just grab a pizza or abook and come by 
to contemplate art, sculpture and the 
meaning of life. 

When it comes to theatre, it might 
bea good idea to check out the historic 
Hippodrome Performing Arts Center, 
Baltimore’s main venue for traveling 
Broadway shows. Renovated and re- 
opened in 2004, the center has planned 
a 2005 lineup that includes everything 
froma fall film series to a production of 
Hairspray, the song-and-dance brain- 
child of one of Charm City’s native 
filmmakers, John Waters. For now, 
any Tim Rice and Elton John aficiona- 
dos out there would be well advised to 
grab some tickets to the Hippodrome’s 
presentation of Disney’s The Lion King 
before it leaves town. 

Otherwise, try Baltimore’s 
Centerstage Theatre Company. Lo- 
cated in the Mount Vernon Cultural 
District, Centerstage specializes in 





rts prove that there 





novel interpretations of both classi- 
cal and contemporary drama. This 
season, its actors will be presenting 
everything from Shakespeare’s 
warped tragedy King Lear to Noel 
Coward’s differently warped comedy 
Hay Fever. 

For even more Shakespeare, the Bal- 
timore Shakespeare Festival, located lit- 
erally up the street from Hopkins, is 
planning another season of perfor- 
mances that include Romeo and Juliet 
and Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and 
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Rightinourbackyard, the BMA housesmany famousworks. 


Guildenstern are Dead. 

Finally, how about some music? 
There’s the Baltimore Classical Guitar 
Society, which has lined up several 
shows from international masters of 
the six-string this year. 

Also, there’s the Funk Box at Fed- 
eral Hill. A showcase for every musical 
genre imaginable, this historic concert 
hall pulls in everyone from the finest in 
local rock to hip-hop sensation 
Matisyahu, the Hassidic Jew Reggae Su- 
perstar. (Yes, such a combination can 
and does exist.) 

Another excellent venue is the Balti- 
more Symphony Orchestra. Recog- 
nized and celebrated throughout the 
country, the BSO has been playing the 
finest in classical music since 1916. 

This season, Gershwin, Mozart and 
Handel will all be presented, along with 
concerts inspired by the art of Picasso 
and Monet. But that has not kept Ben 
Folds or Elvis Costello from booking 
the space — not to mention Chaka 
Khan and one show simply entitled 
Doo Wop! 

I know that this is a lot, and unless 
youcanrunlike hell, I don’t expect you 
to see it all in one day. Just remember 
that art in Baltimore is about more than 
painted crabs and the O-Show, andyou 
should do just fine. 
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DISTRACTIONS 


Needa respite from Baltimore? 





Discover D.C., our nation’s capital 


By Matt Hansen 


Washington, D.C., may be the most 
overanalyzed city in history. In the popu- 
lar imagination, every monument con- 
tains a hidden Masonic symbol, every 
federal buildingisalittleusedannexwhere 
Deep Throat met Bob Woodward and 
every man in a suit is John Kerry. And, 
like many other locales that thrive on 
legend, if you come to the District look- 
ing for the legendary, you can find it. 

Atits core, D.C. isavibrant, pulsing, 
sometimes rat-plagued place with an 
impressive mix of ethnicities, an ac- 
countant mayor and scores of tourists. 


Main Tourist Attractions 

The Mall runs alongside Constitu- 
tion Avenue and plays home to the 
District’s main tourist attractions. At 
one end sits the Capitol, where visi- 
tors can sit in on a Senate session for 
a live civics lesson. Along the South 
side are the array of Smithsonian Mu- 
seums, including the new American 


Indian Museum, the ever-popular Air 
and Space Museum, the extensive col- 
lections of Asian art in the Freer and 
Sackler Galleries and African art in 
the underground African Art Mu- 
seum. On the North side sit the two 
wings of the National Gallery of Art. 
The West Wing holds the best of clas- 
sical pieces, and the I.M. Pei-designed 
East Wing displays contemporary 
masters along the lines of Lichtenstein 
and Miro.. 

There is quite a lot more to the city 
than The Mall and its environs, yet 
many feel satisfied after a stroll by the 
White House on Pennsylvania Avenue 
and Lafayette Park. 

Continue to the Kennedy Center to 
catch a glimpse of arguably the best 
views of the Potomac or a show at the 
gleaming Kennedy Center that hosts 
concerts by everyone from Chilean 
blues singers to Saudi Arabian pop stars. 


Shopping, Dining and Nightlife 
Dupont Circle, a slice of residential 


What types of rooms you want to live in and where 
What kind of value and cost are you looking for 
On vs. Off-Campus Housing 
How will spaces be selected and who will live where 
What kind of programming do you want for 
University Housing 

What is important to you?! 


We are looking at scheduling the 50 minute 
Focus Group sessions on September 14th, 15th and 16th. 


Interested? We would love to hear from you. 


brownstones, is home to much of the 
District’s gay culture and some classy 
eateries. 

Next up is the nightlife of Adams 
Morgan. Food from countries many 
have seen only on an atlas spans U 
Street, as well as a series of nightclubs 
catering the well-heeled society types 
to the grungier set. 

Partake in boutique shopping along- 
side the glistening Potomac on M Street, 
the main stretch of commercial 
Georgetown. Georgetown is also the 
point of choice for local boat lovers, 
who can rent kayaks from Thompson 
Boat Center and roam the Potomac. 


For the Advanced Tourists 

In baseball season, the Washington 
Nationals play at RFK Stadium. By way 
of warning, Orioles gear is all but legis- 
lated against in the District. 

Speaking of legislation, the Senate 
session has its own season followed just 
as eagerly by devoted fans (and critics), 
and the District is most exciting when 


Can we pick your brain? 


Have an impact on the future of Housing and Dining on campus. We are looking for 
students, from all classes, to participate in focus groups to help shape and develop 
future housing initiatives for the University. 









Please let us know your availability between 4:00pm and 9:00pm for those dates. 


the business of government isatits peak 
— that is, from September to July. 

Home to Howard University, the 
Shaw neighborhood forms the core of 
D.C.’s black community and is home to 
a series of respected Ethiopian restau- 
rants and the popular 9:30 Club. 


How to Get There 

The District is democratically easy to 
access by highway. Be forewarned, how- 
ever, that D.C. is comprised of a series of 
traffic circles and avenues running on 
angles that cut across rectangular streets. 

This antiquated urban planning 
makes the District a pleasant stroll, but 
a bit of a nightmarish uninitiated drive. 

You can easily take one of the half- 
hour MARC trains anytime except the 
weekend, and Amtrak is your best bet 
for getting there on Saturday or Sun- 
day. Both trains deposit you at D.C.’s 
Union Station, which is a major hub 
for the Metro system anda 10-minute 
walk to the steps of the Capitol and 
beyond. 




















Please email: mmiller@hd.jhu.edu and include your name, telephone number, class Standing, where you 
are currently living and what sessions you would be available to attend. Sessions will last approximatly 


50 minutes and refreshments will be provided. 


All participants will also be eligible to win one of three - $50 gift certificates to =F Taal-t-w- Tale Mt \ tol of -t- 








Baltimore: better than you think 


BY JASON FARBER 


Sure, Baltimore has its share of prob- 
lems. Public transportation is ajoke. The 
citycontinuestorackupsuperlativenum- 
bers for crime, drugs and diseases. And 
every time it snows, everyone goes into 
“apocalypse mode.” Those are just the 
big things — let’s not forget the fact that 
the bars close at 2 a.m. and it’s virtually 
impossible to find a decent slice of pizza. 

But while putting “The Greatest City 
of America” onall the city benches tends 
to come across as sarcasm, Baltimore’s 
othernickname, Charm City, isn’tcom- 
pletely unfounded. The city certainly 
has its share of peccadilloes, but it also 
has plenty of niceties that make it spe- 
cial. Here’s a list of the things that put 
the charm in Charm City. 


The Crabs 

Baltimore might have peaked asa city 
in 1814, but its crustaceans have kept it 
onthe map eversince. They reabitcostly, 
but Faidley’s crab cakes are the best in the 
city. Obrycki’s and Bo Brooks (located in 
Fell’s Point and Canton, respectively,) 
are good choices if you’re interested in 
getting the best seafood you've ever had. 

It’s also hard to argue against the 
charming nature of The Crabtown 


Project, the citywide fundraiser that is 
responsible for the 200 fiberglass crabs 
deposited throughout Baltimore. The 
crabs were designed both by artists and 
students (check out the LAX Crab on 
University Parkway near Homewood 
Field) and will be auctioned off during 
a Crab Fest in November to benefit the 
Believe in Our Schools campaign. 


The Prices 

Try comparing what you pay for rent 
(or for groceries, movies or gas) with a 
friend who goes to school in another 
city. There’s a decent chance that you'll 
lose that extra cash when you get 
mugged, but if not, it can go straight to 
the booze fund. If you do get mugged, 
just consider it a tax for living in sucha 
cheap neighborhood. 


The Nightlife 

Hitting up campus parties and the few 
bars in Charles Village can get a little 
tedious, but if you have an I.D. and don’t 
mind the cab fare, there is plenty of fun to 
be had in Baltimore’s myriad of student- 
friendly neighborhoods. Fell’s Point, Fed- 
eral Hill, and Power Plant are favorites, 
but Hampden, Little Italy, and Mt. 
Vernon also have their share of alcohol, 
loud music and young people, as well. It 


= ii GTIE a 


= (ti fa dt a J 


also warrants a mention that Baltimore 
watering holes tend to be more lenient 
about proof of age than bars in other 
cities. 


The Nice Parts 

Baltimore is made up of very dis- 
tinct neighborhoods, which gives the 
city arather schizophrenic personality. 
If you don’t believe it, try walking ten 
blocks north of campus, and then walk 
ten blocks south. 

Just north of University Parkway is 
Guilford, which is home to the 
Sherwood Gardens, a nice place for a 
relaxing springtime walk. North of 
Guilford is Roland Park, the richest 
neighborhood in the city, where you 
should definitely take you parents if 
they’re anxious aboutsending their kids 
to school in Baltimore. 


The Sports 

Cheap seats at Camden Yards range 
from $5 to $8 depending on the day of the 
week, and if the Birds are below .500 
(which they usually are), you can easily 
move down to better seats. Even ifyou’re 
not a baseball fan, the beer-and-hot dog 
ambience on Pratt Street on game days is 
alwaysa good time — and cheap. Ravens 
games aren’t as cheap or easy to get into. 


The Location 

Saying socan’tbe good for Baltimore’s 
self-esteem, but one of its major draws as 
a city is its proximity to other cities. DCis 
the easiest trip to make, but Philly and 
New Yorkaren’t difficultjourneys, either 
— especially if you have a car. 

Also, Baltimore’s ideal latitude 
makes for mild winters and not-ter- 
rible summers. Just don’t listen to what 
the Mason-Dixon Line or natives of 
Maryland have to say — Baltimore is 
most definitely not in the South. 


The University 

Hopkins started as nothing more 
than the bold vision of a merchant 
named Johns, but in the 129 years ofits 
existence it has managed to become a 
major force in the city — as well as the 
largest private employer in the state of 
Maryland. 

As has hopefully become clear, Bal- 
timore hasasilverlining, and the people 
who receive your tuition check are des- 
perately trying to get students to realize 
this. Whether it’s improving citywide 
transportation or giving campus the 
security of a state penitentiary, the 
school has heeded to demands on how 
toimprove studentlife. The rest is up to 
the students. 


Save $100 





on MCAT prep! 


Enroll in the #1 MCAT course by 
September 30 and save $100! 
Classes starting soon! 
Saturday October 22nd - Hopkins Inn 


Higher test scores guaranteed or your money bac 
Call or visit us online today to enroll and t 





Test Prep and Admissions 
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jeted within the United . 
revete, discount, a omabesi Otter apples only 10 the MOAT Classroom Course, Premium Onin 


"MCAT ig 4 registered trademark of the Association of 
The Higher Score Guarantae appies only to Kaplan courses take 


Conditions and restrictions apply. 


4-800-KAP-TEST 


kaptest.com 
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ake advantage of this limited-time offer. 


For camplete guarantee eligibility requirements, visit harples Loom he, 
September 1, 2005 and September 2, 2005, Cannot be combined with en y other offer, 
Course and Private Tutoring Programs, 
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New 
freedom 


for the 
student 


Come by any of our stores 
with a valid student ID and 
receive a 15% discount.* 


- ™ Made in Downtown LA 
E n are Vertically Integrated Manufacturing 
www.americanapparel.net 


Federal Hill 
1125-27 Light St. 
Tel (41M 944-7980 


Kelley is wearing our new 
Strapless Bodysuit, available 
at our stores and online. 


“This offer is valid from September 5th 
through October 1st. Offer not valid ontine. 





